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THE WYLIE HOARD 
John W. Adams 


Hoards are the stuff of which numismatic dreams are made. In the 
field of numismatic literature, no hoard is more celebrated than the one 
assembled by Alexander Parker Wylie. I would like to relate to you my 
adventures in seeking out this bibliophilic equivalent of the Holy Grail. 

It all began during the Thanksgiving holidays in 1976. Some forgotten 
friend, who knew of my weakness for accumulations of numismatic catalogs, 
told me about a fellow out in Chicago who owned the mother lode. I contacted 
this lode possessor, one Richard Piper of Wheaton, Illinois, and made a date 
to visit him on December 9th. 

Piper proved to be a character worthy of the occasion. He was then 
involved in real estate, a profession which had given him some good times and, 
at least as often, some not-so-good times. On the weekends, he raised buffalo 
on a farm in Wisconsin. The meat from these animals is incredibly tender but, 
according to Piper, the raising of them was a hazardous occupation. 

Numismatically, Piper had done a stint as an historian for the A.N.A. 
He had also authored an interesting pamphlet on the 1836 Reeded-edge Half 
Dollar. However, by far and away his major accomplishment was the 
acquisition of the Wylie Hoard. 

Per his story, the Hoard was long resident in an attic belonging to two 
spinster descendants of Mr. Wylie. Piper mowed the grass for these ladies, 
raked the leaves and otherwise ingratiated himself until he could make his 
score. When I paid my visit to Wheaton, he had just taken possession of the 
catalogs, but it was my impression that the coup had been several years in the 
making. 

Come December 9th, I flew to O’Hare, drove to Piper’s house and, 
after meeting his wife Meredith, took him out for a leisurely dinner. Upon our 
return, the floor show began - and floor show it literally was. Stacked all over 
the piper basement were piles and piles of auction catalogs in no apparent 
order. Dust aside, the material was in remarkably decent condition. 

It is difficult to describe my immediate and continuing excitement. A 
random sampling revealed several rarities, including a copy of Attinelli. Almost 
all of the catalogues were from the nineteenth century, indicating that the hoard 
may have been managed by Wylie, but that the core of it had probably been 
assembled many years before his time. The prominence of Woodward 
catalogues within the whole gives a strong clue as to the most likely origin. 

After I had regained some degree of composure, we went to battle 
stations. Piper would bring me a stack of stuff; I would sort it/list it and 
Meredith would reassemble it into new piles organized by cataloguer. This 
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process continued throughout the night and the early hours of the morning. By 
7:00 AM, we had listed a grand total of 4,944 catalogs plus perhaps a dozen 
periodicals and/or books. 

Some of the individual components of the hoard were as impressive as 
its staggering total: 


® 77 Woodward catalogues pre-1867, of which four were large format 
® 774 later Woodwards of which 118(!) were plated 
@ 279 Lyman Lows, most of them priced 

@ 270 Frossard catalogues, 16 plated 

® 449 catalogues pre-1876 

® 5 H.P. Smith Maris catalogues, 1 plated 

@ 60 Scott Sales, 10 plated 

@ 216 Elders sales 

® 232 Haseltines 

@ 294 Masons 

® 320 Cogans 

@ 179 small Chapmans; 12 large 

® cic; CIC. 


Despite the total lack of sleep, I was feverishly active during the entire 
plane ride home. By the time the aircraft touched down in Boston, I had 
completed my valuation, written a "thank you" note and was ready to deal. 

Richard Piper was no pushover. Before my departure, he had told me 
that he had a very large offer -- $30,000, if memory serves-- and he later wrote 
that he had two more offers in excess of the $25,000 limit that I was will to pay. 
If $25,000 seems modest, keep in mind a) that prices were much lower in 1976 
and b) that more than 4,000 of the 4,944 pieces were duplicates, a number of 
them 50 times over. Thus, if one bid $2.50 per piece for 4,000 duplicates, the 
remaining $15,000 covered a lot of good stuff. 
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Preempted by the $30,000 offer (which, in retrospect, was almost 
certainly fictitious), my only option was to bid for pieces. In a letter dated 
December 10, I made Piper two offers. The first, for my immediate necds only, 
totaled $5,770. The second was for a much bigger chunk, including all the 
Chapmans, all the Frossards and all the Woodward’s - 1197 picces in aggregate, 
plus the plated Maris - all for $15,788.50. 

Piper turned down both offers and, displaying more good sense than 
normal, I made no counter. Losing the opportunity was a great Ict down, 
because I feared that I had missed something uniquc in my late night pass 
through the material. As matters turned out, I was to get a second chance. 

Following our negotiations, Piper got in touch with Frank Katcn who 
agrecd to scll the Hoard at public auction. A few months later, Frank flew to 
Chicago, helped pack the catalogs in a U-Haul van and accompanicd Piper on 
an action-packed trip to Baltimore. According to Frank, Piper rode shotgun - 
litcrally. The owncr of the Hoard valued it very highly indecd. 

In his inimitable way, Frank Katen was able to catalog the first 550 lots 
of the Wylic Hoard in time for his sale of March 19, 1977. The lots, consisting 
primarily of the Chapman and the Cogan catalogs, fetched a total of $6,725. 
There was nothing major in this consignment for mc. | bid by mail and was 
successful on 34 of 40 bids, spending a total of $745. 

Sale N°45 was a different story. Only 40 days after salc N°44, Frank was 
able to catalog another 1,500 lots. Because this segment did contain the items 
of greatest interest to me, I attcnded in person, bidding frequently at cach of 
the four sessions conducted over a two day period. Good fortune combined 
with light compctition gave me everything in my wildest dreams - complete runs, 
thick paper cditions, plated raritics and about a dozcn items that I had 
encountered neither before nor have since. 

I was successful on 198 lots and unsuccessful on very few. The bill 
came to $4,055 or, between the two sales, Iess than $5000. This sum was 
considcrably lower than what I had offered Piper dircetly for the same items. 
As an cxample, the 118 plated Woodwards fetched $24 on average as against 
my carlicr offer of $40 per picce, duplicates included. 

Whereas I ended up paying less for what I wanted, Frank did such a 
finc job with the ordinary matcrial and the duplicates that, by my reckoning, the 
Hoard grossed $45,000 or more over a period of time marked by five sales 
(Katcn numbcrs 44, 45, 46, 48 and 51). Bottom linc: the Pipers came out better 
than any of the offers received, even allowing for commissions and the time 
value of moncy. Truly, the Wylic Hoard was a win-win situation; the Pipers 
won and I won. Even better, the Hoard won becausc, thanks to the Katcns, the 
contents and the owners became part of recorded history. 
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A LETTER FROM MORTIMER MACKENZIE 
Charles Davis 


We have long felt that one of the most fascinating areas of collecting 
is the ephemera that our compatriots from the nineteenth century left behind 
in unfortunately small amounts. Recently we came upon an interesting letter 
dated May 30, 1871 to Jeremiah Colburn, a member of the Publication 
Committee and Business Manager of The American Journal of Numismatics as 
well as President of the sponsoring Boston Numismatic Society, from Mortimer 
L. Mackenzie, who wished to subscribe to the A.J.N., and to present a priced 
copy of his coin catalogue (Edward Cogan Sale 20: June 23-24, 1869). 

Our first reaction to this letter was that it was a voice from the grave. 
After all, Attinelli had noted in 1876 that "the early death of Mr. Mackenzie was 
an event most deeply regretted by numismatists generally, and most particularly 
by those of this city." Because Mackenzie had been an active buyer at the 1867 
Mickley Sale, including the purchase of the finest known Chain Ameri for $110, 
we had always assumed that his collection, sold by Cogan only eighteen months 
later, was being liquidated at his death. Obviously Mackenzie was still alive and 
continued to some degree his numismatic interests as shown by his desire to 
subscribe to the A.J.N. His presentation of a priced copy of his sale catalogue 
was dutifully noted in the Boston Numismatic Society’s minutes of July 6, 1871: 
"A handsomely bound priced copy of the sale catalogue of the Mackenzie 
Collection was received from the gentleman from whom that collection took its 
name. The thanks of the Society were voted ..." 

What neither the presenter nor the receiver felt was significant, 
however, was the fact that the copy was the large paper, plated edition that now 
resides in the Rare Book Room of the Boston Public Library with the afore- 
mentioned letter tipped in. As we are currently able to trace only three other 
large paper copies, one in the Armand Champa library, a second via John 
Adams and Dennis Mendelson in John Bergman’s collection, and a third in the 
A.NS., we are surprised that neither the size of the paper nor the five 
photographic plates received any special mention. 

Apparently bibliophilic pioneering went largely unappreciated. While 
the Mackenzie catalogue was the first produced in the United States with 
photographic plates, contemporaries such as Ebenezeer Mason were certainly 
unaware of, or unsympathetic to, its costs of production. In his June 1869 Coin 
and Stamp Collector’s Magazine, Mason offhandedly notes that "photographs of 
the coins will be plentifully pictured throughout the catalogue..." with the 
inference that all copies will be illustrated. He goes on to berate Cogan for not 
liberally distributing them: "If we do not receive sufficient books for our 
patrons, we will endeavor to reprint the catalogue for the benefit of all parties 
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who will be cut off...". Given the scarcity all versions, with and without plates, 
regular or large paper, we imagine Cogan did not circulate them freely. And 
Mason’s offer to reprint was just an idle bluff. 

We know very little of Mortimer Mackenzie. With his name not having 
the recognition of Mickley, Hall, and Brand, numismatic cataloguers have rarely 
given him his due in the pedigrees of the S-1. Sheldon fails to mention him; 
only Kosoff does, but when this historic coin was catalogued in the 1944 Pearl 
and 1950 (Williams) sales, A.K. misspelled the name "McKenzie". Bibliophiles, 
however, will always have one of the great desiderata of American numismatics 
to remember him by - a large paper, plated Mortimer Mackenzie catalogue. 


THE PRINTER’S DEVIL 
Joel J. Orosz 


When was the first American auction of coins, and what is the earliest 
coin auction catalogue that a bibliophile may aspire to own? The first answers 
to these questions were provided by the patron saint of American numismatic 
bibliography, Emmanuel J. Attinelli. In his indispensable work Numisgraphics, 
Attinelli identified the first American auction featuring coins as the Benjamin 
Watkins sale of June 12-13, 1828. In fact, with the aid of an unnamed New 
York City numismatist who owned a copy of the broadside cataloguing the 
Watkins collection, Attinelli produced a photolithograph of the broadside to 
serve as the frontispiece for Numisgraphics. 

Attinelli and his cohorts (he mentions eight in the preface to 
Numisgraphics), created a splendid bibliography of American numismatic 
auction catalogues before 1875, one that remains very much in use today. As 
is to be expected, however, in the more than 115 years since the ink dried on 
this work, numismatic bibliophiles have uncovered a handful of American coin 
sales that predate Watkins. Although data about these sales has been published 
in a number of sources, it has never, to the best of your columnist’s knowledge, 
been gathered in one place. What follows is a trial listing, certainly incomplete, 
of all identified pre-Watkins sales by date, location, content (when known), and 
consignor (when known). Finally, there will be an assessment of the 
possibilities of procuring a copy of these items for one’s own bookshelf. 

A note of explanation is necessary first. Your columnist has used a 
flexible definition of what constitutes a coin sale. Under this elastic approach, 
an auction need not consist entirely of numismatic material in order to be called 
a coin sale, but it must have some significant number of coins; a single 
specimen would not be sufficient. 
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1) 


2) 


March 10, 1785/Philadelphia/ "Ancient and Modern Coins & Medals" 
and "American Paper Money"/Pierre Eugéne Du Simitiére. As of this 
writing, the earliest known auction sale of coins in America occurred 
almost before there was a United States of America. This dispersed 
the collections of Pierre Eugéne Du Simitiére, a Swiss emigré artist, 
and proprietor of the "American Museum," which he opened to the 
public (for a fee) in Philadelphia around April of 1782. Du Simitiére 
was a superb collector, but no businessman, and his museum proved 
a financial bust. The Swiss virtuoso could have sold off his collections, 
which included artworks and natural history specimens, but he couldn’t 
bear to part with his life’s work. Consequently, he gave the last full 
measure of devotion for his collections, starving to death in October, 
1784. The executors of his estate, Ebenezer Hazard and Matthew 
Clarkson, organized a "public vendue" on March 10, 1785, to liquidate 
the American Museum. The executors advertised the impending 
auction by issuing a broadside in which Du Simitére’s coins were 
aggregated as lot 19, and his American paper money offered as 
compendium lot 36. Most of the virtuoso’s books were purchased by 
the Library Company of Philadelphia, but the buyer(s) of lots 19 and 
36 is not known with certainty. There is reason to believe, however, 
that these lots were "bought in" by executor Matthew Clarkson, 
possibly because they didn’t sell (see #2 below). A copy of the 
broadside is in the collection of the Library Company of Philadelphia 
(now residing at the Historical Society of Pennsylvania). So far as can 
be determined, this copy is unique, and since it is institutionally 
compounded, currently non-collectible. Du Simitiére’s numismatic 
activities were first publicized to the numismatic community by Harold 
Gillingham in a November, 1934, article in The Numismatist, but 
Gillingham did not uncover evidence of the sale. Your columnist was 
the first to discover the sale, and mentioned it in an article in Bowers 
and Merena’s Rare Coin Review N°56 (Summer, 1985). George Kolbe, 
acting on this tip, became the first to publish a picture of the broadside 
illustrating it in his Numismatic Bookseller Vol. 11 N°3 & 4 (September, 
1985). Your columnist then covered the subject in detail in his 1988 
book The Eagle That Is Forgotten, where the broadside is illustrated as 
figure Il. The content of Du Simitiére’s collection, which included 
American, ancient and foreign coins, is also discussed in detail in your 
columnist’s book. 


October 30, 1800/Philadelphia/Silver and Copper Coin, Medals 
&c./Matthew Clarkson. The second American coin auction of which 
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are aware is probably a repeat appearance of material from the first. 
In the October 29, 1800 issue of a Philadelphia newspaper named 
Poulson’s American Daily Advertiser, there is notice of an October 30, 
1800 auction of the residue of the estate of Matthew Clarkson. 
Clarkson, a one-time Mayor of Philadelphia, was, as you will recall, 
one of Du Simitiére’s executors. Significantly, the phrasing of this 
newspaper announcement is almost identical to the wording of lot 19 
on the Du Simitiére broadside, including the appearance of a coin 
cabinet to hold the specimens. It seems highly likely, then, that 
Clarkson bought at least lot 19 (and possibly lot 36), at the Du 
Simitére sale (or kept them when they did not sell), and held them 
until his death in 1800. Whether numismatic material purchased at the 
Clarkson sale, and if so, by whom, is not known at this time. A copy 
of this edition of Poulson’s is in the collection of the Library Company 
of Philadelphia. An interesting research project would be to discover 
whether other Philadelphia newspapers carried this notice or if 
broadsides were printed to advertise the sale. If so, there may be a 
slim chance to acquire a copy of one or the other of the papers or 
broadsides. This sale was first brought to light in the catalogue of a 
1985 Library Company exhibition to mark the bicentennial of Du 
Simitiére’s death, entitled "Pierre Eugéne Du Simitiére: His American 
Museum 200 Years After." It was discussed and illustrated as figure 
12 in The Eagle That is Forgotten. 


2/2/1823/Cambridge, Mass./"Books and an Extensive Collection of 
Minerals, Coins &c./William D. Peck." (?) The great pioneer coin 
dealer, W. Elliot Woodward, was a keen student of the science of 
numismatics. In addition to plying his trade, he spent much energy in 
gathering ephemeral clippings about the history of coin collecting in 
America. Sadly, the scrapbooks that Woodward so assiduously 
gathered over the years have themselves become fugitive. A glimpse 
of their contents, however, is afforded by lot 1893 of Woodward’s 81st 
catalogue (April 19-22, 1886). This lot offers the catalogue described 
above, and Woodward, probably relying on lessons learned from his 
scrapbook sleuthing, declares that "This collection is believed to be the 
first collection of coins ever offered for sale at auction, and the 
catalogue is doubtless unique." Woodward’s discovery was forgotten 
from more than a century before it was rediscovered by the editor of 
The Asylum, Charles Davis, and mentioned by him in Volume X N®2 of 
that publication. Given Woodward’s testimony, and the non- 
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appearance of the Peck sale in years since, it is likely that the 
catalogue is truly unique, if any copies have survived at all. 


This list of pre-Watkins sales is undoubtedly incomplete. Surely, other 
sales containing coins were held in America before 1828, and readers of The 
Asylum may well know of some. If so, your columnist would like to hear from 
you for purposes of issuing a corrected and expanded list in the future. The 
ambitious among you may wish to follow the advice of George Kolbe, and 
peruse McKay’s American Book Auction Catalogues, 1713-1934, a sort of 
Attinelli for the general bibliophile, which lists nearly 500 pre-1828 book 
auctions, some of which probably contained coins. 

Finally, if you have a burning desire to own a copy of Watkins itself, 
take heart. As previously noted, at least one copy of the original broadside was 
in the hands of a numismatist in 1875. Attinelli also mentions, on page 5 of 
Numisgraphics, that he made "a few" photolithographic copies of the original 
broadside in "the same size as the original, which is 18 inches in height. Thus 
Watkins, while no longer the first, is probably the most collectible of the early 
sales - and even it is all but non-collectible. Such are the sweet frustrations of 
those interested in the cradle age of American numismatics. 


Addendum 


Your columnist recently received a letter from N.B.S. member Q. 
David Bowers containing one of those scraps of information that make 
numismatic bibliomania so fascinating. Dave discovered an advertisement 
placed in 1876 by Captain John W. Haseltine, the early Philadelphia coin dealer 
whose close connections with the U. S. Mint allowed him to handle numerous 
delicacies in his time. The ad depicts the elegant interior of an art salon, and 
the copy merely states "Haseltine Galleries 1125 and 1127 Chestnut St., 
Philadelphia," Dave notes that this address is: 


100 numbers different from the 1225 address used for coin 
purposes by Captain John W. Haseltine at the time. Perhaps 
a member knows the relation or can check in a contemporary 
Philadelphia business directory and provide further 
information. Haseltine Galleries seems to be devoted to art, 
without a coin in sight--at least in this particular illustration. 


Your columnist would be glad to hear from any member who can shed 
light on this interesting development. 
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SOME RARELY SEEN WHITMAN COIN BOOKS 
Ken Bressett 


At the 1992 Orlando A.N.A. Convention, Charlie Davis and I had a 
short conversation about certain Whitman coin publications that seemed to be 
rare or nearly non-existent. In trying to explain the origin and rarity of these 
books, it occurred to both of us that an article clarifying the history of these 
obscure publications might be in order to set the record straight for future 
bibliophiles. 

As a rule, coin books published by the Whitman division of Western 
Publishing Company, Racine Wisconsin, are usually common because so many 
of them were printed each year. The few exception to this happened for a 
variety of reasons. In some cases a limited number of books were made as trial 
or experiment printings intended to test the market before full scale production 
was begun. Other special books were occasionally made for overseas sales or 
as vanity publications. 

No list or journal was ever kept chronicling the various unusual coin 
publications that were made over the years by Whitman. A company directive 
stipulated that no information should be released about quantities printed for 
any Western publication. Don’t get me wrong, there was nothing illicit about 
any of the "unusual" books that were produced in small numbers. They were 
a part of experimenting and test-marketing. Unfortunately, information about 
these books can now be determined only from existing copies, and what I can 
remember of the days that I worked for the company from 1959-1980. 

One of the earliest exceptional books that I have ever seen in a copy 
of the fourth edition (1945) Handbook of United States Coins bound in black 
rather than the traditional blue cover. Earlier editions had used various shades 
of blue or teal. In 1944 it was nearly impossible to get paper or supplies for 
printing so anything available was used. I have also seen a copy of the eighth 
edition Handbook bound with a red cover, and a copy of the 1955 Guide Book 
with a blue cover. I believe that these must have been advance set-up copies 
made to test the binding equipment before production began. 

The most unusual and rarest Guide Book is a single copy printed in 
braille, but I do not know where this copy is today. Next to that are the 
aggrandized versions that were specially bound and given to contributors who 
helped with the revisions. These were made from regular books but have 
interleaved pages for notes and comments. The oversized red binding was not 
always printed with the title, but often had some identification. I know of only 
one interleaved Handbook, a 1948 sixth edition, which is probably unique. 

An aggrandized copy of the first edition Guide Book was sold in the 
1991 A.N.A. Centennial auction by Bowers and Merena realizing the astonishing 
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sum of $2090. Only one other copy is known to exist. There is one similar 
copy of the second edition known to me. Later in 1962, I revived this custom 
and made interleaved copies for contributors. As I recall limited production to 
fifty copies each year. These were made from 1962 through 1967. Those have 
a simple red board cover with "GUIDE BOOK" and the date printed on the 
spine. The binding department slipped up in 1965 and made all of those with 
the 1964 date on the cover. 

Another early specialty that you are not likely to see was made just for 
R.S. Yeoman in 1945. It is a bound section from the February 1945 edition of 
the Numismatic Scrapbook Magazine. That issue contained an article written 
by Yeoman entitled "Private Gold." The offprint is bound with a hard blue 
cover and has an attractive printed label with the title also printed in blue. 
Material presented in this article became the basis of the Private Gold section 
in the first Guide Book that was printed the following year. I remember Dick 
saying that he had a few copies made up for friends, but he didn’t know how 
many. I have seen only two or three. 

There is another early Whitman publication that has caused confusion 
among collectors. It is titled Handbook of United States Type Coins. Despite 
its similarity, it has no relation to the popular Blue Book that is still be made 
today. The Type Coins catalogue was made to be included with an early version 
of the Whitman coin folder that had spaces for a general collection of U.S. 
coins. There was a pocket on one page of the album that housed this 
informative booklet. 

The original Handbook of United States Type Coins was a 32 page self- 
covered booklet dated 1943. The style and content are very much like the 
regular Handbook, except that there are no prices; just illustrations and data 
about the various type coins. A second edition of this pamphlet was made in 
1948, this time with a soft blue Kivar cover. I never heard why this edition was 
made. Both are reasonably scarce. I remember that we occasionally talked 
about bringing it back into publication, but I do not think that it ever happened. 
At least I do not seem to have a copy later than the 1948 book. 

Charlton’s Standard Catalogue of Canadian Tokens and Paper Money 
had a strange beginning and ending with Whitman. Jim started this very 
successful book as his own publication in Canada for the first s even editions. 
Dick Yeoman made a business arrangement with him in 1959 to print and 
publish the book in the states. The beginning Whitman edition was the eighth, 
issued in 1960. The date is on the title page. From the ninth edition through 
the fifteenth (1967), these catalogues were printed in Racine. I have an 
interleaved copy of the fifteenth edition and think that it may be unique. 

Sometime after 1967 the contract was not renewed and Jim went back 
to printing his own books in Canada. My bookshelf is void of copies made from 
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1968-1970. I don’t know why or printed them. I do have a 1971 nineteenth 
edition that is in paperback and which is not a Whitman product having been 
made by Charlton in canada. In 1971 Whitman began its own title called Coins 
of Canada by Jim Haxby and Bob Willey. That went into three editions, the 
final one appearing in 1977. None of these editions is rare, but they are 
mentioned here solely to prevent the reader from looking for non-existing dates 
or editions. 

There are, however, many exceptional versions of some of the other 
Whitman world coin books. Take for instance, The Guide Book of English 
Coins that I authored in 1962. We were not too sure as to how well it wold 
sell, so we used a cover date of 1962-1963. Nothing was wrong with that, but 
we also called it the second edition, the reason for which was very legitimate. 
There already was a copyrighted publication by the same name that had been 
used by Tom Mowrey in 1960. The so called first edition was little more than 
a self covered price list for Tom, but he did not want to give up the title, and 
we wanted it. So we compromised and made him a consultant and called our 
book and expanded version of his title. I still have a copy of his price list 
somewhere, but bet there are very few others extant. 

The English Guide Book went on to see eight editions published by 
Whitman in hardback, and a ninth edition with a soft cover that was printed 
especially for Pennsylvania dealer William Paul. The early editions all had a 
drab grey cover with blue printing. The seventh edition was made with a white 
cover. The eighth was printed in full cover with a display of coins and the 
Union Jack. 

None of the regular editions is rare, but there is a special edition that 
is largely unknown in this country. There are the editions that were made for 
the English trade, and contracted for by Don Hirschorn Ltd of Newcastle Upon 
Tyne. The English books can be identified easily by the wording "Sterling 
Values" on the cover. Inside all the prices are shown in Pounds, Shillings, and 
Pence. I have copies of the 1966-1967 and 1968 editions, and seem to recall 
that there might have been one other. None of these was sold in the United 
States, and they rarely show up here. I am also missing a copy of the regular 
seventh edition with U.S. prices, and do not know if one was ever made. 

There are some other relatively unknown foreign editions of Whitman 
coin books. One of these is a Spanish language edition of A Guide Book of 
Mexican Coins. The English books were printed from 1963 to 1989 (I believe) 
but only in five editions. The first was titled A Guide Book of Mexican Decimal 
Coins 1863-1963 in English, and Guia de Las Monedas Decimales Mexicanas 
1863-1963 in Spanish. Both were written by Theodore Buttrey. Collectors will 
have a difficult time locating copies of the Spanish edition as they all ended up 
in Mexico. 
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In 1969 the title of this book was changed to. A Guide Book of Mexican 
Coins 1922 to Date, and it was co-authored by Ted Buttrey and Clyde Hubbard. 
The first edition is not numbered but the 1971 version is called the second 
edition. Both are in hardback. The 1977 third edition is paperback. I do not 
have a copy of the fourth edition, but the fifth was printed and distributed by 
Krause in 1989. I suspect that the fourth was also. 

Collecting consecutive editions of Brown and Dunn’s A Guide to the 
Grading of United States Coins, can also be a challenge. The authors privately 
published the first two editions of their book privately and only as a small 
paperback. The first edition was copyright 1958 while second was printed in 
1961. Then the publication was taken over by Whitman, and a hardbound third 
edition version with line drawings was produced in 1963. Other editions were 
printed in 1964, 1966, and 1969. Then Whitman came out with the A.N.A. 
Standards book and dropped Brown and Dunn. The authors picked it up again 
and published a hardbound seventh edition in 1980. 

In August of 1962 when The Fantastic 1804 Dollar book was being 
readied for press, Eric Newman and thought our work was done, and we both 
went off to the A.N.A. Convention for a little R&R. It was there that David 
Spink announced to the world that he had purchased the King of Siam 
Specimen in its original presentation case. I will never forget the thrill of 
telephoning the plant to say "stop the presses." We had to include the new 
discovery as it proved conclusively what we had speculated on in the original 
text. 

A New chapter was written to include the new discovery, and the book 
then went into production, but not before I had a few of the original press 
sheets bound into a special "pre-edition" publication without the King of Siam 
saga. About 24 of these books were bound with regular cases and were given 
to friends and helpers by the authors. They look just like the regular edition 
from the outside. Inside you can tell the difference by looking at Chapter IX 
for a picture of the King of Siam Set. Over the years several copies have come 
to auction, including the one given to the late Richard Picker. 

When Admiral O. H. Dodson was director of the Money Museum at 
the National Bank of Detroit, he approached Whitman to print a book that he 
could distribute at the museum. He was an able author, and the subject made 
a great title: Money Tells The Story, which we printed as one of the "Black 
Book" series of soft covered monographs. Oscar was happy with the books, but 
as he wanted something in hardback, we printed a special quantity just for him 
with a tan hard cover and blue printing of the title. As I recall we did not make 
very many, and they all went to Detroit. I have never seen one on the market. 

A somewhat similar thing happened with a book that we did for 
George and Melvin Fuld in 1959. This was their Patriotic Civil War Tokens 


16 The Asylum 


catalog. It was originally done as a Whitman Black Book title, but the Fulds 
wanted something in hard back that could be given to friends. In this case I 
think we supplied unbound copies to them and they had a few bound with blue 
covers. There are two volumes with the second having a full set of 
photographic plates. I have copy N%10, but do not recall how many were made. 
A second edition of the original softcover work was published by Whitman in 
1960, and a third edition in 1965. Later a facsimile third edition was printed by 
Quarterman some ten years later. 

Among the more coveted and rare Whitman coin publications are those 
that were printed in and for the Orient. One of these was a foreign language 
version of Current Coins of the World. Normal editions of these books were 
made in several printings from the first in 1966 to the seventh in 1976 and were 
all in hardback. Then the publication was sold to the Coin and Currency 
Institute, and they published a softbound eighth edition in 1988. 

The unusual variation made for the Orient was a duplication of the 
U.S. publication down to the traditional white cover and artwork. The big 
difference is that these are all in Japanese. Even the pricing in Yen rather than 
Dollars. These books were translated and printed in Japan, and there is 
scarcely a word of English in any of them. Editions run parallel with the U.S. 
and extend from the third through the seventh. No Japanese printings were 
made for either the first or second editions. 

A similar thing happened with the Whitman Brown Book," A Catalogue 
of Modern World Coins by RS. Yeoman. Regular U.S. versions were made 
from the first edition in 1957 to the 12th in 1978. Starting with the ninth edition 
in 1970, and then through the 12th, a special Japanese printing was made with 
everything translated into that language. Here too all the prices were given in 
Yen rather than Dollars. I can assure you that very few of these landed in this 
country. I am missing the eleventh edition, and know of no one else who has 
any of the others. 

Then, as if these are not challenge enough for almost any bibliophile, 
there are at least two pirated editions of the Brown Book that are counterfeit 
copies of the Japanese printings, and that were made in Hong Kong. I am 
reasonably certain that these are the tenth and eleventh editions. As far as I 
know, only one ever got into this country, and that ended up in the Whitman 
archives or legal department. The fake editions look pretty much like the 
ordinary Japanese versions but are on cheaper paper with inferior printing. 
They are easy to spot because for some bizarre reason it was deemed illegal to 
show any communist coins, and in the section on China, all of those issues have 
been removed and replaced by blank spaces. 

I suppose that one could also add to this list the single page of the 
Guide Book that was printed in 1963 to replace page 237 that was missing from 
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some of the books. Yes it really happened. Through some unfortunate 
circumstance, page 239 was printed twice and page 237 was left out. To rectify 
the situation, we had a few hundred copies printed of the real page 237 in case 
anyone asked for it. There were probably a dozen or two who ever wrote for 
one, and I suppose the rest were tossed out next year. I never even though to 
save one for my collection. Oh well, we can’t win them all. 


THE NUMISMATIC MESSENGER, 1971-1972 
William Malkmus 


January, 1971, marked the appearance of a new numismatic journal 
published by Castenholz and Sons, Pacific Palisades, California, entitled The 
Numismatic Messenger. Publication was planned on an ambitious monthly 
schedule, with a subscription price of four dollars per year. The publishers were 
numismatic booksellers, and the initial issues were heavily subsidized by their 
own advertising. Eventually, considerable support was received from other 
advertisers. The enterprise appeared, however, never to have reached a 
break-even point. 

One feature of the journal was the republication of one plate from 
Hawkins’ Silver Coins of England on the back cover of each issue. Reprinting 
of the entire set of 47 plates would doubtlessly have been completed, except for 
the demise of The Numismatic Messenger after two years of publication. 

These journals were published in a 5% by 8% inch format, all of the 
issues being neatly laid out with a clean, consistent, and uncluttered typography. 
The number of pages began at 32 per issue, but in May, 1971, this was cut to 
24 pages, at which size it remained until the final issue. Twenty-two monthly 
issues were published on a regular schedule from January, 1971, to October, 
1972. The final issue (of 28 pages) was numbered Volume II, Nos. 11 & 12, 
and dated November & December, 1972. 

None of the issues carried a table of contents, but the last numbers of 
each volume contained a detachable and unpaginated four-page index for the 
year. Most of the articles were surveys of coinages or descriptions of 
unpublished varieties of coins. A number of book reviews were published. 
However, the main feature of interest to bibliophiles was an article entitled 
"John Bergne’s Annotated Copy of Hawkins’ Silver Coins of England" by Bill J. 
Castenholz, which was published in Vol I N°%1, pp. 8-14 (January 1971), and a 
follow-up article by the same author, "Further Comments on ...," published in 
Vol I N210, pp. 253-259 (October. 1971). The second article contained a number 
of comments by C. E. Blunt. 
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The volume in question was an interleaved first edition of Edward 
Hawkins’ 1841 work -- "one of the large paper copies (7-3/8" x 11-1/8"), the 
top edge gilt, heavily bound in crimson leather, blind and gold tooled." Some 
of the interleaves contained sketches or drawings of coins cut from sources such 
as The Numismatic Chronicle, along with pedigree information. This was 
considered to be of sufficient importance that all of Bergne’s annotations for 
Anglo-Saxon and Norman coins were reproduced in The Numismatic Messenger. 
Following Bergne’s death in 1873, his collections were sold, and the annotated 
copy eventually made its way into Castenholz’ library, where it resided at the 
time of publication of the article. 

The final issue of The Numismatic Messenger was accompanied by a 
letter from the publisher, dated January 17, 1973, announcing the suspension "at 
least temporarily" of publication. The departure of this journal was a source of 
some degree of sadness for an unknown number of subscribers, having set and 
maintained high standards of quality as well as of regularity in its publication. 


From the Elder Monthly, Volume I, N°11 (February 1907) 


At a recent book sale held by the Anderson Company of 
this city, a copy of the first book by Mrs Eddy, Science and Health, 
fetched the astounding price of $110. We doubt, however, that the 


person who bought the book had any special interest in Christian 
Science itself, but bid on account of the book’s rarity. It is a 
significant fact that in nine cases out of ten, it is the rarity and not 
the content of the book that appeals to the bibliomaniac. 


A DAY AT THE STREET FAIR 
Denis W. Loring 


Each year New York City holds a street fair called "New York is Book 
Country." Fifth Avenue from 44th to 57th Street is lined on both sides with 
booths representing bookstores, publishers, and special interest booksellers. 
The fair also extends along a few of the side streets. In particular 52nd Street 
is designated "Antique Alley," and is devoted to sellers of older and out-of-print 
books. I enjoy street fairs in general; being a book junkie, I find this one 
particularly appealing. 
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This year’s fair was September 19, starting at 11 ALM. The Columbus 
Avenue Fair, a more eclectic event (crafts, food, discount merchandise) and 
only a block from my apartment was the same day, same time. Which to do 
first? I decided to do the book fair first on the off chance somebody might 
have some interesting coin books for sale. I’ve attended this sale several times 
before and never found anything, but you never know. 

I got to the Fair around 11:30, and moseyed my way down from 57th 
Street. When I got to 52nd Street, I flipped a mental coin and turned left. 
Some stalls obviously had nothing numismatic, others required asking. The 
answers were all the same though: "Sorry, nothing on coins." Crossing Fifth 
Avenue, I continued the search. Halfway down the street a little sign stopped 
me short: 

Coin Books/$1.00 


The sign was attached to a blue plastic milk carton about two thirds full 
of books. The books were all 5"x8", some red, some blue. Yes it was a little 
hoard of Guidebooks and Handbooks. They looked fairly new from where I 
was standing, so I did not expect much, but I moved in for a closer look. Let’s 
see: 1973, 1965, 1976, 1984, -aha! A 1958 Red Book! Decent shape, no great 
prize but certainly worth a buck. And a 1957, even better! Nothing in the Blue 
Books, though. There all mid-60’s and later. Getting toward the end - wait a 
minute. Here’s one that looks pretty old from the back. Let’s turn it over ... 
Bingo! Third Edition, 1949! Isn’t that one of the tough ones? There are even 
few old notes and advertisements folded inside the front cover. Well, well, glad 
I came early. This is definitely the best $1.00 book I ever bought. 

The record lasted one full minute. Down to the very bottom. This one 
was obviously tossed in first; the cover is starting to separate. Wonder what it 
is ... and there it was - the first Red Book - 1947, First Edition, first printing. 

Four books, four bucks. I didn’t even try to haggle him down to $3.50. 
"New York is book country" indeed. Arn’t street fairs fun? 


Enclosed with this issue is a separately published index to 
the second five volumes of The Asylum. We extend grateful 


appreciation to William Malkmus of California, who put the index 
together and was kind enough to send it to the editor on diskette 
ready for final formatting and printing. 
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NUMISMATIC LITERATURE AND THE COMPUTER 
Arthur Crawmer 


As members of the N.B.S. we are all bound together by an appreciation 
for the written word. However, in my opinion, this interest goes further than 
simply collecting books about coins and appreciating fine bindings. In the 
pursuit of our own collecting goals we can loose sight of the part we are playing 
in the retention of information and the increasing of knowledge related to our 
chosen hobby. Whatever our short term collecting goal, the long term effect is 
the passing along, to the next generation, of information that may otherwise be 
lost. Further, it is my belief that we have an obligation to ourselves and future 
enthusiasts to make the information we have more accessible to others. 

Through the computer we have precisely the appropriate vehicle to 
make the body of information we have collected accessible to fellow collectors. 
I understand that some collectors find the thought of a computer invading our 
avocation at a minimum distasteful. An electronic word processor, for example, 
removes the possibility of the collector obtaining a printer version of an early 
draft of a manuscript. Thus, we are deprived of information related to the 
process by which the writer creates. However, I believe this is a small price to 
pay for all of the benefits the computer can bring to us. 

A computer and a modem, a device which allows one computer to 
communicate with another computer, can provide a variety of services and 
benefits which the hobby does not now have or is only beginning to enjoy. The 
primary benefits of the computer are its ability to store large amounts of 
information in a relatively small area, its ability to retrieve rapidly and 
manipulate data and its ability to communicate information almost 
instantaneously to a large number of people. These functions can be adapted 
to perform a variety of useful functions for the bibliophile and numismatist. 

First, a computer and modem can be used to create an electronic 
bulletin board, which provides a method for a number of collectors to 
communicate with one another and to share ideas and information. Such a 
board already exists for numismatists and is called "NumisNet," the creation of 
Larry Mitchell. If you wish, you may connect to this service by calling 
1-301-498-8205 through your computer modem. 

A second important use for the computer is as a database. Here the 
computer takes the place of a file cabinet, library card catalog or other manual 
method for storing information. Again, services already exist which clearly 
indicate the potential of this function. For example, the University of Maryland 
library card catalog is in a computer database. Additionally, the University of 
Maryland is tied into other library databases throughout the country, including 
one which indexes government publications and another which indexes over 
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12,000 periodicals. I am able, through my home computer and modem, to 
access these databases at any time allowing me to research topics of interest as 
my schedule permits. The time I expend for research has been greatly reduced, 
and the number of sources available to me have been greatly increased. 

Another use for the computer is the production of written documents 
from electronic databases. From "UnCover," the same database which indexes 
periodical articles, one can obtain printed transcripts of the articles themselves 
for a nominal fee. This allows the researcher in the most remote location to 
have access to almost as much information as the person living next to a major 
research library. Through an electronic scanner, a device which allows the 
computer to convert a printed or written page to an electronic medium, and a 
computer database, rare works now available only to a few, could be given a 
widely increased availability. 

The technology for all of these enhancements, and for potentially much 
more is presently available to the hobby for the asking. The November 9, 1992 
issue of Coin World reported that the A.N.A. is forming a task force "to study 
the possible establishment of a computer communications network." I believe 
that the movement of the computer into our hobby is inevitable and is to our 
benefit. I recommend that the N.B.S. support the following proposals: 


1) The A.N.A. tie into the "Coins and Currency section of the 
Collectibles Forum on CompuServe Information Service, as described 
in a letter to the editor of Coin World, 12/14/92, by Robert Foppiano. 


2) The A.N.A. tie into the NumisNet system developed by Larry 
Mitchell which is already on line. With A.N.A. resources and Mr. 
Mitchell’s permission and support, this bulletin board could be made 
to service the entire membership of the A.N.A. and aid in bringing new 
numismatists and bibliophiles into the hobby. 


3) The A.N.A. put the association’s library catalog on line and make it 
available through the CARL (Colorado Alliance of Research Libraries) 
network to any agency or individual able to tie into that system. 


4) The A.N.A. catalog of the items contained in the museum holdings 
be put on a computer database and made available to anyone 
interested in that information. If the A.N.A. wishes to create an 
enhancement for the future, photographic images of select items could 
also be made available to anyone with access to a computer terminal. 
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I also believe the same proposals should be adopted by the A.N.S.. To 
have the resources of two of the largest numismatic libraries and two major 
numismatic collections available would be a great enhancement to the hobby. 
These services should NOT be limited to the membership of the A.N.A. and 
A.N.S.. Information and knowledge are too important to be withheld because 
an individual does not have the price of a ticket or does not hold the correct 
membership card. 

These recommendations would be only the beginning of the benefits 
computer enhancements could bring to the hobby. The amazing thing about a 
computer is the more one uses the device, the more uses one discovers. The 
hobby is already behind in the application of the computer to serve all those 
interested in numismatics. Unless we begin to act now more time will be lost 
and the benefits we could be experiencing through the use of computer 
technology will be further delayed. 

Finally, I recommend that the N.B.S. consider going on line with an 
index for The Asylum. Additionally, articles could be made available for a 
nominal fee to nonmembers of the N.B.S.. In my opinion this would be a way 
for the N.B.S. to show what the organization has to offer. These initiatives will 
not be instantaneous and will not be cheap. However, if our goal is the 
advancement of numismatics we should begin immediately begin to use the 
computer to turn this goal into reality. 


FROM THE EDITOR 


1 Congratulations are due to Spink & Sons and editor Douglas Saville, who 
have just published the 100th Anniversary issue of Spink Numismatic Circular, 
the longest running consecutively published numismatic periodical. This slick 
production contains, in addition to coins for sale, book reviews of new titles as 
well as listings of current and out of print books for sale. Subscription 
information is available from Spink (see advertisement for their address). 


1 Michael Sullivan writes: Kelly's Coins and Chatter (1948-1961) is an 
irregular, complicated periodical to collect. Remy Bourne lists 127 issues (116 
Regular Issues, 2 A.N.A. Special Editions, and 9 Auction Sales) in his book 
American Numismatic Sales and Informational Literature, 1989. I would like to 
correspond with anyone who has discovered issues unlisted in Bourne or who 
actively collects these Kelly publications. Any new discoveries will be shared via 
The Asylum. Correspondence should be addressed to Box 32131, Cincinnati, 
OH 45232. 
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{ | Writers write and editors edit, but anyone who wishes to bellyache about 
the treatment his press release receives should stand in line behind George 
Kolbe. The following represents a lift from G.F.K.’s press release announcing 
December’s Spink-Kolbe sale, which included an unusual copy of Crosby - 
unbound, as released in eleven paper wrappers. 
"An extremely rare set of Crosby’s 1875 Early Coins of America in the 
original printed wrappers, estimated at $4,500. The work was issued 
between 1873 and 1875 in eleven different parts and nearly all were 
bound when the last part arrived. Only a half dozen sets in original 
wrappers are known and the set in the sale is among the finest extant." 


Now read the copy as it appeared in Coin World. 
"Highlights include an original wrapped set of Early Coins of America 
published in 1873 and 1875 in 11 parts, bound when the last piece 
arrived. The set is estimated at $4,500." 


Somehow, we do not feel the published version quite caught the essence or 
significance of the lot. 


Bev FERNANDO BOOK GO. 


P.O. BOX 447 © SAN FERNANDO, CA 91341 


Specializing in 
Numismatics, Antiques & Collectibles 
(818) 362-2173 


WESTCHESTER FAIRE SHERMAN OAKS 
ANTIQUE MALL ANTIQUE MALL 
8655 South Sepulveda Blvd. 14034 Ventura Blvd. 
Los Angeles, CA 90045 Sherman Oaks, CA 91423 
Y% Mile North of LAX Airport Near Hazeltine 
Large Selection of Large Selection of 


Nuanismatic Books Books on Collectibles 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT 
P. Scott Rubin 


As noted in the last issue of The Asylum, it is time for N.B.S. elections. 
The list of candidates appears below, and you will find a ballot and return 
envelope with this issue. Effective this year, we have instituted an Election 
Committee consisting of N.B.S. Charter Members John Bergman, George - 
Kolbe, and Alan Meghrig to receive and count the ballots. Ballots should be 
returned only in the enclosed envelope, and must be received by March 6. 

In addition to the six incumbents, the list of candidates contains five new 
names. Frank Van Zandt, a private businessman from New York, is a long 
time bibliophile with collecting interests in many areas. David Hirt from 
Maryland is a frequent contributor to The Asylum. Michael Hodder from New 
Hampshire is a private numismatic researcher-cataloguer and was lead speaker 
at the 1991 General Meeting. Fred Lake is a collector-dealer from Florida and 
has organized many local N.B.S. meetings in his area. Col Bill Murray from 
Texas is a long time N.B.S. member and a frequent contributor to Coin World. 

During the last two years, N.B.S. has continued a steady growth in 
membership at a time when the coin collecting public in general has declined. 
Yet only a few members take the time to participate in the organization. I 
hope that many of you will take the time to write about your own collecting 
interest or a rare or unusual item in your library and share it with the rest of 
the membership. 


Slate of Candidates 


1993-1995 
For President For Board Member 
P. Scott Rubin, Lawrenceville, NJ (6 to be elected) 
Armand Champa, Louisville, KY 
For Vice President Charles Davis, Wenham, MA 


Wayne Homren, Pittsburgh, PA David Hirt, Frederick, MD 


For Secretary-Treasurer Michael Hodder, Wolfeboro, NH 
Frank Van Zandt, Livonia, NY Fred Lake, St Petersburg, FL 
William Murray, San Antonio, TX 
Joel Orosz, Kalamazoo, MI 
Michael Sullivan, Cincinnati, OH 
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BOOKS 


current, out-of-print, antiquarian, fine editions 


CATALOGS 


auction catalogs, price lists 


PERIODICALS 


journals, dealer publications 


are regularly offered in our catalogs. 


We try to be the major North American source for books related to British 
numismatics. We have also begun publishing specialized references. Our 
update and reprint of Dalton and Hamer’s reference on 18th Century British 
trade tokens was nominated for the I.A.P.N. Book of the Year award. 


We specialize in British coins and tokens and ancient Greek and Roman 
coins. We also handle books related to ancient coins and classical European 
numismatics 


We are interested in purchasing books, catalogues and periodicals related to 
these series. 


Our coin catalogues discuss the background and history of the coins we sell. 
Catalogues are available for $15 per year or $2 for a sample copy 


“Davissons 
Ltd. 
Allan and Marnie Davisson 


Cold Spring, MN 56320 
(612) 685-3835 
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PERIODICALS WANTED 


Bullowa’s Coin List: Vols. 1-4, various issues Vols. 5-6, Vols. 7-12 

Choice & Desirable Coins: #1 and #2 (Bowers & Hathaway) 

Coin & Medal Bulletin: (1916/17 and New Series 1920s - Raymond) 

Coin Collectors Journal (Scott & Co.): all issues 

Elder Monthly, Numismatic Philistine, and Elder Magazine 

Flying Eaglet: Vol. 1 - all; V2, nos. 1, 3, 15, 17, 20, 22; V3, nos. 4-6 

Guttag’s Coin Bulletin: all issues 

Harzfeld’s Numismatic Circular: all issues 

Mehl’s Coin Chronicle and Mehl’s Coin Circular: all issues 

Numisma (New Netherlands): various issues including Vol. 1, no. 4 

Numismatic Scrapbook: July 1935; Dec. ’38; Jan. ’39; Jan. ’40; 
Jan./Dec. 46; 1947 - all; Jan./Nov./Dec. ”48; Jan. ’51 

Raymond: Standard Price Lists, Catalogues, Monographs, Premium Lists 

Repository (Wilson): various issues including Vol. IV, no. 6 


Michael J. Sullivan 
PO Box 32131, Cincinnati, OH 45232 


ASIA 
AFRICA 
ISLAM 


ODD & GURIOUS 


Our New Titles 1993 price list covers the numismatic publishing 
and reprinting explosion in China, the numerous academic studies and 
reprinting of “classics” in India, over twenty new titles on primitive 
money, and much more. Recommended Works will survey the available 
literature in each Asian/Oriental field, offering worthwhile in-print books. 
Specialized Works & Used Books will be a potpourri of mostly out-of- 
print works from all over the world but emphasizing Asia. All lists 
contain concise descriptions and critical evaluations of books offered. 

— REQUEST YOUR FREE COPIES TODAY — 


SCOTT SEMANS SEATTLE, WA 98122 
P.O. BOX 22849 (206)-322-4180 8 to 7 
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i, The Money Tree 
= 1260 Smith Court 


Office: (216) 333-3444 
Fax: (216) 333-4463 


Instead of 
"Buy the book, before you buy the coin" 


Change it to 
"Contact The Money Tree before 
You buy the book before you buy the coin." 


The Money Tree 


Dealers in Important and Rare 
Numismatic Literature 
We Buy, Sell, and Auction Worthwhile 
Collections and Libraries 


Myron Xenos and Ken Lowe 
Members: ANA, NLG, NBS, ANS, EAC 
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PERRI 2 


Numismatic News delivers 
the news first 


"There's. no doubt in my mind that 
NUMISMATIC NEWS delivers the news first. 
Nine times out of ten, | find an important story 
first in NUMISMATIC NEWS. I've been a reader 
for 20 years. | subscribe to NUMISMATIC 
NEWS because it’s the best publication in the 
field. 


Robert Foppiano, Missouri 


Being first every time is hard; but 
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subscription several times over. 
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"THE WORLD OF NUMISMATICS" SERIES: 
ANCIENT COINAGE 


Jenkins, G. K. ANCIENT GREEK COINS. New York: G.P. Putnam’s Sons, 
1972. 310 pages including 92 black and white & 20 color enlargement plates, 
bibliography, glossary, index and map. Small quarto (24¥2x19 cm). Blue cloth, 
gilt, dj. As new. 

C-S 1840*. Out-of-print. Far superior to the recent reprint. 


Sutherland, C. H. V. ROMAN COINS. New York: G.P. Putnam’s Sons, 1974. 
311 pages including 505 black and white & 20 color plates. bibliography, 
glossary and index. Small quarto (24¥x19 cm). Blue cloth, gilt, dj. As new. 
C-S 3634*. Out-of-print. 


Whitting, P. D. BYZANTINE COINS. New York: G.P. Putnam’s Sons, 1973. 
311, (1) pages including 390 fine black and white enlargement illustrations on 
92 plates and 20 color plates of enlargements, four appendices, index and map 
of mints. Small quarto (24x19 cm). Blue cloth, gilt, dj. As new. 

C-S 5420*. Out-of-print. 


Each of these works is prized for the magnificent illustrations however they are 
much more than coffee table books. They are written by eminent authorities who 
examine the coinages from both an artistic and historical perspective. All three 
receive the Clain-Stefanelli fundamental rating and deservedly so. 


The set of three volumes: $365 postpaid in the North America and $385 
overseas. 


Available properly packaged from: 


John F. Bergman 
4223 Iroquois Ave. 
Lakewood, CA 90713 USA 
Tel: 310-421-0171 Fax: 310-421-2208 


FINE 
NUMISMATIC 
BOOKS 
ANY LANGUAGE 
ANY PERIOD 


ALWAYS WANTED 


SPINK 


SPINK & SON LTD. 5, 6 & 7 KING STREET, ST JAMES’S, LONDON SW1Y 6QS. 
TEL: 071-930 7888. FAX: 071-839 4853. TELEX: 916711. 
English Paintings and Watercolours - Silver, Jewellery and Paperweights 
Oriental, Asian and Islamic Art - Textiles - Medals - Coins - Bullion - Banknotes 


Now Available 
American Numismatic Literature 
edited by Charles Davis 


American Numismatic Literature is a compilation of extracts from 
over 100 auction sales of numismatic literature coupled with the editor’s 
observations as to numismatic quality, utility, and rarity. Over 1,200 titles 
including standard references, monographs, periodicals, and sale catalogues 
are listed and evaluated with sidenotes giving observations of numismatic 
merit, production quality, variants or bits of related numismatic lore. For 
classic catalogues, we have reported coins depicted on photographic plates. 


The book is 8x 11" format, 230 pages and has been published by 
Quarterman. The following is a sample of the unsolicited comments from 
individuals who paid full price for their books. 


"I was truly impressed by the depth of information provided, mostly 
importantly, your research notes." ... Rick Bagg 


"What a great work. When it arrived, I stopped everything and spent an 
hour or more looking through it." ... Q. David Bowers 


"I appreciate the marginal notes. They’re priceless. This is a book I have 
needed for years, though I did not know it. The information is more than 
extremely useful. For me, it is indispensable." ... Michael Hodder 


"I congratulate you on amassing and refining numismatic literature into a 
scholarly and fascinating commentary, a permanent contribution to 
numismatic knowledge." ... Eric Newman 


American Numismatic Literature is offered only by the undersigned. 
© Black cloth, 500 copies $85.00 
e Half leather, marbled endpapers, slightly larger paper, bound by 

Alan Grace, limited to 35 numbered copies $225.00 


CHARLES DAVIS 
P.O. Box 547 
Wenham, MA 01984 
Fax: (508) 468-7893 Tel: (508) 468-2933 
ANA 60027 ANS NBS NLG_ EAC 142 
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Quarterly Journal of the Numismatic Bibliomania Society 
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x YOUPARE INVITED TO PARTICIPATES. 


THE FIRST ANA 
NUMISMATIC BOOK 
AUCTION 


AMERICAN NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION CONVENTION 
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND O JULY 30, 1993 © 2:00 PM 


GEORGE FREDERICK KOLBE 
Fine Numismatic Books 
P. O. Drawer 3100 Crestline, CA 92325-3100 
Tel: (909) 338-6527 * Fax: (909) 338-6980 
ANA LIFE MEMBER 2316 
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NUMISMATIC NUGGETS FROM THE 
AMERICAN SOCIETY OF CURIO COLLECTORS BULLETIN 
VOLUME I 


Wayne K. Homren 

The American Society of Curio Me 
Collectors Bulletin (A.S.C.C.B.) was a 
short-lived hobby publication that is little || 2° A. S. of C.CG. ||: 
known in the numismatic community ; 
today. Billed as "A Quarterly Magazine | — ———= 
of Pleasure and Profit for the Man or 
Woman with a Hobby," it was the 
"Official Organ of the American Society 
of Curio Collectors," and was published 
by Managing Editor Roy Farrell Greene 
in Arkansas City, Kansas. Volume 1, 
Number 1 appeared on November 15, 
1905. Encompassing a wide range of 
collecting hobbies, it contained articles 
and correspondence by collectors of such 
diverse items as Indian and Civil War 
relics, seashells, fossils, minerals, birds, 
cigar bands, street car transfer tickets, 
and coins. 

Curiously, only one group of collectors was explicitly excluded. "All 
honest collectors, whatever their chosen branch of collecting, except stamps, are 
invited to join. We do not solicit stamp collectors as members, as there are so 
many good philatelic societies now in existence." 

The present article provides an introduction to the numismatic content 
of Volume I of the publication. Sprinkled throughout are interesting papers and 
gems of gossip which illustrate the state of the numismatic fraternity in the early 
part of this century. The Society’s rolls included many of the day’s numismatic 
luminaries. The 1905 membership roster included the following well-known 
dealers and collectors: 


A Quarterly anazine 
of Qleasurr and JProttt 
for the flan or Woman 
with a Hobby  - 


——s 


Sprina Number, 1906 


ow 


Punusted py 


Rey Farrell Greene, aes 
ARKANSAS CITY, RANS. 2! .? 


41 Thomas L. Elder, New York, NY 
52. Luther B. Tuthill, South Creek, NC 
54 Geo. F. Heath, Monroe, MI 

124 Elmer Sears, Fall River, MA 

208 EE. L. Bangs Baltimore, MD 


4 The Asylum 


231 + =W.G. Jerrems, Jr. Chicago, IL 
277 ~~ Charles Steigerwalt Lancaster, PA 
336 Wayte Raymond, Norwalk, CT 
350 Herbert E. Morey, Boston, MA 
370 John Beck, Pittsburgh, PA 

378 Ben G. Green, Chicago, IL 


E. L. Bangs served as “head of the numismatic identification 
department." His report in the November, 1905 issue states that he had 
responded to 63 inquiries from members in the past 18 months. "I am very glad 
to be of help to members and am willing to give my time and the benefits of my 
expertise to the work of identification, but must insist that those who profit pay 
all expense of postage." 


Numismatic Articles 


Numismatic feature articles in the A.S.C.C. Bulletin include the 
following: 


Elder, T. L., Ancient_and Medieval Coins in Their Relation to 
History and Art (Vol 1, N°1, November 15, 1905, p32-33) 


Elder, T. L., Coins and Paper Money, (Vol 1, N°2, February 15, 
1906, p28-29) 


Heaton, A. G., Collectors Should Keep Books, (Vol 1, N®1, 
November 15, 1905, p33) 


Raymond, Wayte, Desirable Sets of Coins, (Vol 1, N%3, May 15, 
1906, p17-18) 


The numismatic articles are rather broad in scope and are aimed at the 
general collecting populace. The real gems for numismatic researchers lie in 
the various announcements, letters, advertisements and short features relating 
to the Society’s numismatic members. 


Numismatic Societies 
The Bulletin carried news relating to numismatic organizations. In 


particular, the formation and activities of the Columbus Numismatic Society 
were chronicled beginning with the February 15, 1906 issue. 
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On the evening of January 10, last, a number of coin collectors 
residing in, or near, Columbus, Ohio, met, pursuant to call, in the 
office of Dr. J. M. Henderson and organized the Columbus 
Numismatic Society, which is to be a branch of the A.N.A ... As 
nearly all the members of this Columbus society, and at least 
three of the four officers, are A.S. of C.C. members, the Bulletin 
feels much interested in its success, and sincerely hopes, in the 
words of good old Rip, "may it live long, and prosper!" (Vol 1, 
N22, p30-31) 


Minutes of the first two meetings of the society appeared later in the 
same issue. At the first meeting, Secretary Arthur B. Coover read a paper on 
Ohio paper money. The second meeting was an exhibit night featuring a 
collection of uncirculated Masonic Mark Pennies. The April and May meeting 
minutes appeared in the May 15 issue. The Society congregated in May at the 
homes of officers H. E. Buck and D. L. Zeigler in Delaware, Ohio. 


Publication Announcements 
House Organs 


The early part of this century was a period of rapid growth in the 
numismatic hobby. This growth is reflected in the number of new publications 
devoted expressly to numismatics. Two such house organs were announced in 
the pages of the A.S. of C.C. Bulletin in the Winter, 1906 issue: 


The Bulletin acknowledges the receipt of ... Vol 1, N®2, (January) 
of "The Coin Cabinet" published by Geoffrey Charlton Adams, 
New York City, a little magazine which, as its name indicates, is 
devoted to numismatics, and is a very readable publication. "The 
Elder Monthly", Vol 1, N°1 (March), published by Thos. L. Elder, 
New York City, has also reached the Bulletin’s editorial table, 
and has been found to be one of the cleverest magazines of its 
size, that has been issued in late years for profit and pleasure of 
curio collectors. Each of the ... publications is deserving of 
success, and the Bulletin wishes ... all kinds of prosperity. (Vol 1, 
N®2, p32) 


Adams published only four issues of his journal. In October, 1906 he was 
expelled from the A.N.A. and soon disappeared from the numismatic scene. 
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Elder would continue in the business through the 1940’s until his death. 
In a later issue of the Bulletin he advertised his publication: "Have you seen the 
Elder Monthly? If not send me 5¢ in stamps for a sample copy. It is the 
newest collector’s publication and is as finely printed as any book. Subscription 
50¢ per year." (Vol 1, N%4, p36) 


Book Reviews 


The Winter, 1906 Bulletin gave a glowing review to a new publication by 
C. H. Shinkle of Pittsburgh. While little known today, the booklet was a 
forerunner of today’s "Redbook" and was a standard resource for coin collectors 
of the day. 


One of the most valuable reference works for the advanced 
numismatist as well as for the beginner in coin collecting, is the book, 
lately compiled, by C. H. Shinkle, 711 Liberty Street, Pittsburg, Penn., 
under the title, "U. S. Coin Values and Lists," and which is sold for $1 
per copy. It gives in condensed form an exhibit of prices paid for 
United States coins at Auction Sales held in 1903, 1904, and 1905... The 
book has been arranged so as to be handy as a reference work, every- 
thing being tabulated in a way that the particular information one is 
seeking can be turned to at once. No collector should be without a 


copy. 
The Classifieds 


Even the Bulletin’s classified ads can yield tidbits of information for the 
numismatic researcher. 


Robert P. King, care L.S. & M.S. Railway, Erie, Pa. - Paper 
money, coins, medals, or cash, for Lincoln war cents, Lincoln 
medals, Lincoln store cards, Lincoln badges - anything showing 
head of Lincoln. Correspondence on above subjects solicited. 
(Vol. 1, No. 2 (February, 1906), p45) 


This shows that King developed his interest in Lincoln items at least 
three years earlier than previously believed. King later published Lincoln in 
Numismatics: A Descriptive List of the Medals, Plaques, Tokens, and Coins 
Issued in Honor of the Great Emancipator in The Numismatist from 1924 
through 1933. The work illustrated over 1000 items, and is called "best on the 
subject" by Clain-Stefanelli. 
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Other Advertising 


The Bulletin carried quarter, half, and full-page ads from many coin 
dealers. B. Max Mehl noted that he had received an order "from a collector in 
Japan, stating that his advertisement in the Bulletin had been noted." (Vol 1, N°, 
p47) Dealers who advertised include Worthy Edwards, Thomas Elder, Lyman 
H. Low, B. Max Mehl, H. E. Morey, B. G. Johnson, Luther B. Tuthill, and 
Charles K. Warner. 

An important announcement was carried in an ad in the Summer, 1906 
number. The 22 year old shoe clerk named B. Max Mehl declared: 


WITH PLEASURE 


I beg to advise my many friends and patrons that 
I now devote all my time to the coin business. 


Before this it was a "side line" with me, but thanks 
to the esteemed patronage favored me by many of 
the "faithful", my business grew to such an extent 
that I was obliged to abandon all other interests 
and devote all my time serving those who find me 
worthy of a share of their esteemed Numismatic 
favors. (Vol 4, N®1) 


Biographies and Gossip 


The Bulletin’s folksy style encompassed biographic sketches of its 
members, as well as current events. The following excerpts are taken 
from throughout the Bulletin, including the "Round Table" section which 
contained "Personal Gossip About Certain of our Members. What they 
Have Done and are Doing, With Reasons Therefor." 


"H. E. Buck, of Delaware, O., is the manager of an interurban 
electric car line, and of course, a very busy man, but he finds 
time to keep himself posted on curio matters and add to his 
extensive general collection of antiques and relics from time to 
time. Mr. Buck has a coin collection worth somewhere near 
$5,000..." (Vol 1, N°1, p22) 


"E. C. Eisengart, of Pittsburg, PA, has gone out of the coin business, 
which he was engaged in for a number of years, and is devoting his 
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attention to his collection... When he disposed of his coin business he 
kept a portion of paper money stock..." (Vol 1, N%1, p17) 


"Thomas L. Elder, formerly of Pittsburg, Pa., but now engaged in the 
coin business in New York city, can boast of an ancestral tree that 
should be a source of as much pride as it is of interest, but Elder is 
much too modest to boast at all." (Vol 1, N%3, p25) 


The article notes that Elder’s great-great-grandfather, John Knox, played 
a key role in the French and Indian War (1759) in command of a unit of British 
soldiers. 


"Dr. J. M. Henderson, of Columbus, Ohio, has a splendid coin 
and paper money collection and is one of the most enthusiastic 
numismatists in the Buckeye state. His collection seems to be 
envied by others, and these others seem to be so anxious to 
acquire it that they are uncaring of the means they employ. 
Twice since Dr. Henderson had been gathering numismatic 
treasures he has had his collection stolen by burglars. After these 
two experiences he purchased a safe which was placed in his 
office as a repository for the coins..." (Vol 1, N%4, p14) 


"W. J. Jerrems, Jr, a collector of fossils, is more deeply interested in his 
numismatic collection. His specialty may be said to be Greek and 
Roman coins, and he is especially interested in the series of medium and 
small bronze coins of the rulers of the Roman Empire from the time of 
Diocletion till the close of the reign of Honorius." (Vol 1, N%1, p11) 


"J. S. Morrison, of Mt. Vernon, Ills., is one of our members who 
devotes his attention as a collector almost entirely to coins, of which he 
has an interesting, though not large, collection. His United States coins 
number something over two thousand specimens, and his foreign 
something more than this. He possesses over four hundred varieties of 
the United Stats cent, prior to 1857, and his collection of Chinese coins 
numbers five hundred and thirty-five specimens ... (Vol 1, N®3, p26) 


"Wayte Raymond is connected with the City National Bank, of South 
Norwalk, Conn, and it is only natural that his taste, as a collector, should 
be for coins. Besides possessing a notable collection, it may be said that 
he is one of the best posted numismatists in the country ... Mr. 
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Raymond is a pleasant correspondent, and a thorough gentleman in all 
of his dealings." (Vol 1, N°Nol1, p22) 


"Luther B. Tuthill, of South Creek, N.C., the well known dealer in 
antiquated paper money, sent out to his friends this year a unique 
calendar that is as neat and tasty as it is a splendid advertising feature. 
On a dark grey card there is mounted a genuine $100 bill, Confederate 
States of America..." (Vol 1, N%2, p30) 


Travels 
The Bulletin also reported on the travels of various members: 


"Thomas L. Elder spent four days in Philadelphia the fore part 
of this month, having gone there to attend a big coin sale held in 
the Quaker City." (Vol 1, N%3, p40) 


Perhaps Elder attended the Chapmans’ May 8, 1906 H.P. Smith sale. 


"On our editorial desk we find a letter from B. Max Mehl, the 
well known Texas coin dealer, who spent six or eight weeks of 
this summer in the east. Mr. Mehl says that his trip was very 
pleasant as well as profitable and he returned to Fort Worth, 
enthused and refreshed. On his way to New York City he 
stopped at Washington, D.C., met the dealers and coin collectors 
there, did a good business, and then proceeding to New York he 
feasted his eyes on the elegant collections there, including the 
immense collection of the American Numismatic and Archaeo- 
logical Society of which society Mr. Mehl is a member. In 
Boston he had a pleasant time and enjoyed a good business, 
having there the pleasure of meeting there Secretary Wood, of 
the American Numismatic Association. In Philadelphia Mr. Mehl 
attended the Wetmore sale and purchased considerably. He 
visited, also, Utica, Buffalo, Niagara Falls, Chicago, and St. Louis, 
at all places meeting collectors and dealers, and combining 
business with pleasure. Mr. Mehl says that his northern and 
eastern friends expected him to be clad in "real Texas" attire, and 
some of them felt really disappointed when he informed them 
that he did not even carry a "gun." (Vol 1, N%4, p28) 


The Wetmore sale was held by S.H. & H. Chapman on June 27, 1906. 
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Auction Announcements and Reviews 


Numismatic auctions were also covered by the Bulletin. The most 
significant "first" was reported in the May, 1906 issue: 


"B. Max Mehl held his first mail auction sale on May 12 and sent out a 
very neat catalogue listing the items included in the sale. There were 
635 lots offered and some very desirable specimens were included.. It 
was a notable sale, and being Mehl’s first one, the Ft. Worth man, the 
Texas dealer if you please, has reason to be proud of both the offerings 
and the sale’s success." (Vol 1, N%3, p42) 


Auctions mentioned in the pages of the A.S. of C.C. Bulletin include: 


Thomas L. Elder, Sale 4, 03/30/1906 

B. Max Mehl, Sale 1, 05/12/1906 

H. E. Morey, Sale 113, 05/30/1906 

St. Louis Stamp and Coin, Sale 15, 02/26/1906 

St. Louis Stamp and Coin, Sale 16, 04/13/1906, (Geo Rice) 
St. Louis Stamp and Coin, Sale 17, 06/04/1906 


Just eleven issues of the A.S.C.C. Bulletin were published. The last issue 
was dated August 15, 1908 (Vol 3, N%3). Like a shooting star, the publication 
shone brightly during its brief history. Although rare today, the issues which 
survive provide a fascinating glimpse of numismatic life at the beginning of the 
20th century. 


Epilogue 


The American Society of Curio Collectors continued on, and its 
publication reappeared in 1910 as Curio Collector, published in Chicago. After 
just two issues the name changed again to Curio Bulletin. A total of four 
volumes were produced from March 1910 to December 1913, when it became 
Collector’s Blue Book (published in Camden, NJ). This incarnation lasted until 
January 1915, when it was merged with Stamp Journal, also of Camden, NJ. 
And so at last the philatelists had their revenge. 

This article focused on Volume I of the A.S. of C.C. Bulletin, which the 
author located at the Library of Congress in Washington, D.C. Other 
interesting Numismatic Nuggets may await discovery in the remaining volumes 
of the series. 
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BOOK REVIEW 
Joel J. Orosz, NLG 


Smith, Pete. American Numismatic Biographies, Cleveland, Gold Leaf Press, 
1992. Quarto, (3) 252 pages, printed on rectos only. 


We live, lamentably, in an age of rampant specialization. Long gone are 
the days when "encyclopedists" like Denis Diderot strove to capture all useful 
human knowledge between the boards of books. Today’s scholar is apt to focus 
on an incredibly narrow range in the spectrum of potential data. The trend, as 
some wit has remarked, has been for intellectuals to learn more and more 
about less and less, so that we can predict with melancholy certainty that 
ultimately they will come to know everything about nothing. 

As a result of this orgy of specialization, the gaps in our knowledge base 
are many and massive. No one anymore dares attempt the big project, the 
grand synthesis, for fear that they will be flayed by hordes of specialists. 
Delvers today, therefore, have been forced to rely upon the ambitious scholarly 
products of the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries: the Dictionary of 
American Biography, the 11th edition of the Encyclopedia Britannica, or 
Appleton’s National Cyclopedia of American Biography, to name just a few. 

Numismatic literature has not been immune to this trend. With a few 
notable exceptions, such as Dave Bowers’ History of U.S. Coinage as Illustrated 
by the Garrett Collection, and Walter Breen’s Encyclopedia of U.S. Coinage, the 
literature of the past several decades has tended towards the micro as opposed 
to the macro. Nowhere has this affinity for the narrow gauge been more 
obvious than in the field of numismatic biography. Anyone writing numismatic 
history will need complete files of The Numismatist and The American Journal 
of Numismatics for the obituaries they contain, plus threescore or so 
numismatic reference books, and, even then, the life stories of notable collectors 
and dealers are often elusive. Sometimes they can be gleaned from non- 
numismatic sources; all too often they are simply unavailable. 

Into this great void, armed with the spirit of Diderot, has stepped Pete 
Smith. His American Numismatic Biographies (ANB) is certainly ambitious. 
Smith faced the daunting task of writing a reference work that could easily 
contain 5,000 or more names. According to the book’s introduction, the author 
sensibly decided to limit the project to a manageable size, with an initial goal 
of listing 1,000 names. As research was conducted, the list grew to 
approximately 1,400 names, still a very imposing number. 


12 


The Asylum 


The author goes on, in the introduction, to list the criteria by which he 
determined who would be included. He settled upon 16 categories of people 
to be entered. These are: 


SAGO ak TS aah eel Ee 


Presidents of the United States 

Secretaries of the Treasury 

Treasurers of the United States 

Registers of the Treasury, 1861-1933 

Directors of the Bureau Of Engraving and Printing 
Directors of the Mint 

Persons in similar positions in the Confederacy 

Persons in similar positions in colonial or territorial mints 
Persons appearing on official coins and paper money 
Persons appearing on mint medals or medallions 
Designers and engravers of official coins and medals 
Authors of any standard reference, including superseded books 
Writers of important series of articles 

Publishers, editors, or columnists in important periodicals 
Presidents of the American Numismatic Association 
Presidents of the American Numismatic Society 


The author included eight categories of individuals on a selective basis. 


Sra SPN oh idle Dade ad 


Dealers 

Catalogers 

Collectors with important general collections 
Collectors important to a specialized field 

Founders of numismatic organizations 

Long-term officers in specialty organizations 
Superintendents of the mints, including branch mints 
Private minters of coins, medals, or known copies 


Finally, the author listed seven types of people who were specifically 
excluded from his book: 


SION Eee ae Co 


Writers of single articles 

Collectors who have not made their collections publicly known 
Officers in local or regional organizations 

Short-term officers in specialty organizations 

Publishers of insignificant periodicals 

Dealers and writers specializing in foreign numismatics 
Designers and engravers of military badges and decorations 
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Smith carries off his design quite well. The result is a far-ranging and 
tremendously useful compendium of knowledge. For the first time, a single 
volume that offers biographical details on the lives of the great (and not-so- 
great) of the coin hobby throughout American history can be consulted. The 
numismatic scholar will find it an instantly indispensable work. For example, 
you have often heard of the Davis-Graves sale conducted by Stack’s in 1954, but 
do you know that George L. Davis (1828-1890), was a textile manufacturer who 
began collecting coins about 1870, and purchased Colonials and Large Cents 
from the Crosby collection in 1882? Without a copy of ANB, it might have 
taken hours of research to gather such information. 

Naturally, a work of this scope and ambition contains both errors and 
omissions, and any specialist worth his salt could probably list a dozen. To this 
reviewer's way of thinking, however, to catalog such errata would be petty. A 
treatise covering a small subject over a short span of time may have every fact 
straight; a book covering 1,400 subjects over a span of hundreds of years is 
bound to miss a few. The enormous value of the work itself will far outweigh 
any imperfections it contains. 

In any case, many of these errors and omissions will disappear in the 
forthcoming second edition. The author will add at least 15 names and make 
more than 2,000 changes in the text, thus improving an already invaluable work. 
The publishers could also improve the second edition by offering it exclusively 
in boards (only 25 copies of the first edition were hardbound, while 75 were 
spiral bound). The spiral binding does not stand up to repeated use. Cost will 
obviously be a factor, but the information contained within is cheap at twice the 
price of the spiral bound version. The book could also be rendered less bulky 
by printing on both rectos and versos, instead of on rectos only, as is the case 
in the first edition. 

The ANB is a sorely needed contribution to numismatic knowledge, an 
essential volume for anyone who has a serious interest in numismatics. It will 
be especially useful for those whose particular interest is numismatic literature, 
since the author confides, in his introduction, that the biographies will have an 
admitted bias toward literature. As he puts it, "Accomplishments in writing and 
publishing will result in inclusion where individuals without publishing credits 
may be excluded." For producing ANB, Pete Smith has earned his place in the 
numismatic pantheon. In fact, he may well be known henceforth as the "Dr. 
Johnson of numismatic literature." 
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IN MEMORIAM - WALTER BREEN 1927-1993 
Michael Hodder 


Each generation in numismatics is marked by a handful of figures whose 
intellects or accomplishments leave a lasting mark on the study of coins. Ours 
has been graced by the presence of more than our fair share. One by one their 
time on this mortal coil has spun out. We lost Lester Merkin last summer and 
Norman Stack more recently. Now Walter Breen has gone, and we are left all 
the poorer for it. 

Walter does not need either introduction or explanation. His work is on 
all of our book shelves, and his influence is felt every time we look up a 
mintage figure or study an emission sequence. Whether we knew him 
personally or not, his work has become part of our lives since we first became 
interested in coins or literature about coins. 

No encomium will give him sufficient credit. He liked to think of 
himself as a true renaissance man, a polymath who was largely self taught. His 
interests were broader than most of ours, and so in this present generation, 
maybe he does deserve such a title. One accomplishment that gave him more 
satisfaction than most others was his Cynic’s Dictionary ("Coin Dealer: a veneer 
of scholarship over a core of greed"). His other interests included science 
fiction, historical pharmacology, and the music of medieval southern France. 
Few of us could match the breadth and fewer still the depth of knowledge. 

The numismatic debt we owe Walter is nearly incalculable. The archival 
work he did for Wayte Raymond in the 1950’s brought American federal 
numismatics out of the dark ages. The research work he did on colonial coins 
inspired a generation’s collectors to turn to that field. Whenever we open a 
"Red Book" or read a catalogue description of a rarity, Walter’s presence is not 
far away for he made large parts of both possible. Just compare the research 
in any description from the 1940’s with one from New Netherlands in the late 
1950’s or Pine Tree in the 1970's. 

Walter did not have a happy life. He felt that he should have properly 
been a care-giver, a doctor, or a priest and not what he became. Towards the 
end of his life his letters were tinged with sadness and regret that his life hadn’t 
become what he hoped it would. I did my best to encourage him, but I don’t 
think I succeeded. His death was lonely and painful. 

He believed he had been here before in different guises. He expected 
to return again in another form. If he does, I hope it'll be a happier one. 
Walter was a gentle person who just did not fit into the world we have made. 
I didn’t know him well, but I knew his work, and already I feel lonely without 
him. 
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THE PRINTER’S DEVIL 
Joel J. Orosz 


Now that the crocuses are starting to blow, it is time to honor the 
croaking blowhards who advertise in the coin papers. Yes, it is the fourth 
annual installment of the "Shammies." Again, the winners have been chosen by 
the Academy of Wretched Excess in Numismatic Advertisement, and they are 
being honored for excellence in the employment of hyperbole to increase sales. 
The coin market may have been depressed in 1992, but one would never know 
it to read the ranting of the hucksters. So, as the envelopes approach, sit down, 
elevate your feet, and hold your nose. Let the Shammies begin! 


The "Man Who Put the Bull Into the Bull Market" award goes to David 
A. Vogel of JCV Investments, for the headline reading "Another Bull Market 
for Rare Coins May Soon Be Here--This Means Rare Coins May Double or 
Triple in Value." ' 


The Casey Stengel Award for Torture of the English Language" goes to 
Washington Rare Coin Center for the headline "WRCC is pleased to Announce 
a Unique Rare Coin Offering!" The ad then explains that WRCC is peddling 
"Swiss Specimen Coinage" with mintages of "not more than 100 pieces." ” 


The "George Bush Award for Sound Syntax" goes to Mark Ruben, Inc. 
for this contradictory statement: "For the last several years, one of the most 
unappreciated and underpriced areas in coin collecting has been Rare Date U. 
S. Gold Coins. Some of these issues actually achieved price increases, while 
most generic silver coin prices dropped." Judge’s comment: If they were 
unappreciated during this time, why did demand increase? If they were 
underpriced during this time, why did their price increase? * 


The "Oh, About a Thousand Other People" award goes to The Coin 
Depot, a division of Kirk Kelly Rare Coins, for an ad pitching 1992-S proof 
singles. The ad pictures a 1992-S proof Kennedy Half, and reads: "Be the first 


on your block. Who else has these?" The Story on page one of the same paper 
tells us that a member of the San Francisco mint’s police force had been 


*"Coin World" (CW), August 17, 1992, pp. 42. 
* "CW", May 4, 1992, pp. 18. 


> "CW", August 17, 1992, pp. 45. 
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arrested for theft of an undetermined number of 1992-S proof Kennedy Halves, 
many of which had found in slot machine payoffs at a Reno casino. The story 
also mentions that 900 1992-S proof sets had been shipped to surprised 
collectors who had ordered 1991-S proof sets. * 


The "Allan Hager Memorial English as She is Spoke" award goes to F. 
J. Vollmer & Co. for running an ad that announced a "Sell on Eisenhower 
Dollars" and "The *Big’ Gold Give-a-Way" on P. C. G. S. graded U.S. Gold 
Type Coins." Judge’s comment: Beware of accepting "gifts" from any company 
that charges between $448 and $17,900 to "give" you coins. ° 


The "Roseanne Barr Arnold Award For Good Taste In Advertising" goes 
to CompuGrade for their full-page depiction of Joan of Arc being immolated, 
with the touching inscription: "Before CompuGrade, Saints Were Often 
Misjudged." This was followed by the equally tasteful warning: "Don’t Get 
Burned!" Judge’s comment: CompuGrade’s motto is "Because to Err is 
Human." Our experience is "To Really Screw Up, You Need a Computer!" ° 


The "Jumbo Shrimp Award for Accuracy in Naming" goes to Wall Street 
Rare Coins, Inc. of--Hollywood, Florida!" ’. 


The "Rarer by the Billion" award goes to double winner Washington 
Rare Coin Center, which began with the salivary header: "Our Latest Crop of 
Mouth-Watering Rare Beauties..." The copy goes on to proclaim that they offer 
"rare, scarce, and unique coins. Lincoln cents-a sleeper in the market place a 
most undervalued series, highly collected, but seldom found." Judge’s comment: 
among the "unique" and "seldom found" Lincoln Cents offered are 1909 VDB’s, 
1943-Ds, and 1938 proofs! * 
* Numismatic News (NN), April 21, 1992, pp. 13. 
> "CW", April 20, 1992, pp. 30. 
© "CW", February 24, 1992, pp. 53. 
7"CW", March 9, 1992, pp. 46. 


8 "CW" April 6, 1992, pp. 21. 
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The Academy is pleased to once more bestow the "Conspicuous 
Disregard of Objective Reality" award upon the enigmatically named E. D. L. 
of Havertown, Pennsylvania, who copped honors in the same category in 
inaugural Shammies in 1990. Once again, he is trying to shill "the Leading USA 
Double Eagle of 1850. This is the famous and glamorous Gulf & 
Western/Simon & Schuster logo coin in their perennial two coin catalogues!" 
In order to close the sale, E. D. L adds, with characteristic restraint, "I think 
this is the best coin in the world! I’ve taken the liberty to break the MS-70 
barrier and grade this coin MS-75, better than perfect because it literally is!" 
Judge’s comment: This coin truly is better than perfect, for it is capable of 
improving its appearance. In the February 21, 1990 issue of CW, E. D. L. 
described this same coin as having a "few gentle, nicely located ~ hallmarks’ on 
this honest business strike." ° 


The "Completely Sold Out--Sort of" Award goes to Paul Sims, Inc., for 
marketing "Complete Sets of Roman Dated U. S. Quarter Gold Coinage." Sims 
& Co. assert that these sets were sold out, but they have "restocked to the 
extent it was possible..." They go on to say that they have a mere 100 sets 
available. Judge’s comment: the ad’s headline, at least, is accurate: 
"Absolutely Nuts." '° 


The "Dan Quayle’s Potatoe" award goes to The Connoisseur’s Club, for 
depicting a "Year of the Monkey" .999 silver round with the female figure’s 
breast demurely covered by the word "cencored." |! 

The "But We Wouldn’t Recommend It" award goes to perennial 
Shammies winner David Hall, who says of an 1831 Bust Dime he is trying to 
unload on some naif: "You could shave on the devices." 7 
° "CW" April 20, 1992, pp. 44. 

10 "NN" April 7, 1992, pp. 11. 
"CW" April 6, 1992, pp. 39. 


12 "CW" April 6, 1992, pp. 41. 
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The "Bill Clinton Memorial Family Values" award goes to Southern Coin 
Investment for hyping .999 silver bars showing full frontal nudity (although 
"tastefully" censored in the ad). 13. 


This completes another edition of the Shammies. Plan to be with us 
next year to celebrate the fifth anniversary edition of the best of the worst in 
numismatic advertising. 


13. "CW" April 6, 1992, pp. 50. 


We would be remiss in not noting to our readers that this column was 
received from the writer in early December just as Doug Winter laid claim to the 
Muhammad Ali "I am the greatest" award, not just for 1992 but for all time. We 
imagine that most readers of Coin World have seen and have chuckled over 
Winter’s ads proclaiming "I know more about rare date gold than anyone else." 


BOOK REVIEW 
Pete Smith 


Davis, Charles: American Numismatic Literature, An Annotated Survey of 
Auction Sales 1980-1991, Lincoln, Massachusetts, Quarterman Publications, 
1992, Quarto, (9) 218 pages. 


"Perhaps only during the past ten years have we barely begun to 
appreciate this corpus we call numismatic literature." This statement by Davis 
applies to his topic and also applies to his book. Davis has added another 
important title to the growing list of references on numismatic literature. 

This book begins with a five page preface and review of literature written 
about literature. Davis describes the evolution of published references on 
American numismatics. Until recently bibliographies and references about this 
literature have been weak or absent. They did not describe the quality of 
contents. It was the intent of the author to partially fill this gap in information. 
He explains his attempt to list the major out-of-print titles on American 
Numismatics using excerpts on more than a hundred mail bid and auction sales 
conducted by seventeen companies. He noted sales conducted between January 
1980 and late 1991. This period represents a time for the emergence of 
extensive literature sales with adequate descriptions and notations. 

The main text is presented in two columns. The wider left column 
include sales excerpts for 1208 titles. The emphasis is on rare or scarce titles 
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and on the most important catalogues. Listings are condensed quotations 
including publication dates, editions, size, bindings, and in some cases quantity 
printed. Also included are notes on the sale including seller, lot number, date 
of sale and price realized. A few items are noted as "no sale recorded." 

The narrow right hand column includes the author’s comments. He 
includes brief descriptions for those who are not already familiar with the 
works. Much of this information has never before appeared in print. A 
description of the method of plate reproduction and listing of the contents of 
plates is included for the rare and important plated catalogues. 

There are four appendices and an index. The first appendix lists sale 
appearances for unplated Woodward and Chapman sales. The second shows 
appearances of plated Chapman sales. The third lists ANS Numismatic Notes 
and Monographs but without sales appearances. The final appendix lists the 
literature sales that comprised the survey. The index lists references cited in the 
notes. 

Any book should be evaluated on its success in accomplishing stated 
goals. Davis stated his intentions and accomplished what he set out to do. The 
presentation of the material is good. His comments are insightful and relevant. 
Book design, layout and typography are excellent. 

The only criticism would relate to titles excluded or sales appearances 
omitted. Many additional titles and catalogues could have been included. The 
topic is large enough for a book twice the size. If a reader is left wanting more, 
it is a tribute to the value of the material included. 


Having more than a passing interest in this title, we did not feel we could ethically 
edit a review of it. A workable solution was developed whereby Pete Smith, who 
had been the first of several authors who wished to write a review, authored the 
above, and Joel Orosz, our previous editor reviewed it. We publish it exactly as 
it was received from Joel. 


ELECTION REPORT 


George Kolbe, Election Committee Chairman, has reported the results 
of the recent N.B.S. election. Officers re-elected include President Scott Rubin, 
V.P. Wayne Homren, and Board Members Armand Champa, Charles Davis, 
Joel Orosz, and Michael Sullivan. New Officers include Secretary-Treasurer 
Frank Van Zandt and Board Members Michael Hodder and Fred Lake. All 
officers will hold their positions until Spring, 1995. We are very much gratified 
that nearly 50% of the membership cast ballots. 
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FROM THE EDITOR 


1 During the transfer of records from the outgoing Treasurer, it was 
determined that we have indeed a treasure trove of back issues of The Asylum. 
In fact, we were surprised to see that with the exception of the first three issues 
(Volume 1), a complete original run is available. We have retained several sets 
for the Club’s archives, and are pleased to offer the balance to the membership 
at nominal prices. Please address your request to the Editor and add shipping 
charges of $1.00 (1-5 copies), $2.00 (6-10), or $3.00 (11+). 


Vol 1-1 Summer 1980* 3.00 Vol 6-4 Winter 1988 2.00 


Vol 1-2/3 Fall 19808 3.00 Vol 7-1 Spring 1989 2.00 
Vol 1-4 Summer 1981° 3.00 Vol 7-2 Summer 1989 2.00 
Vol 2-1 Spring 1982 4.00 Vol 7-3 Autumn 1989 2.00 
Vol 2-2 Spring 1983 4.00 Vol 7-4 Winter 1989 2.00 
Vol 2-3. Summer 1984 4.00 Vol 8-1 Spring 1990 2.00 
Vol 2-4 Fall 1984 4.00 Vol 8-2 Summer 1990 2.00 
Vol 3-1 Spring 1985 3.00 Vol 8-3 Autumn 1990 2.00 
Vol 3-2 Summer 1985 3.00 Vol 8-4 Winter 1990 2.00 
Vol 3-3/4 Fall 1985 3.00 Vol 9-1 Spring 1991 2.00 
Vol 4-1/2 Spring 1986 2.00 Vol 9-2 Summer 1991 2.00 
Vol 4-3 Fall 1986 2.00 Vol 9-3 ANA Cent’! 1991 2.00 
Vol 4-4 Winter 1986 2.00 Vol 9-4 Fall 1991 2.00 
Vol 5-1 Spring 1987 2.00 Vol 10-1 Winter 1992 2.00 


Vol 5-2. Summer 1987 2.00 Vol 10-2 Spring 1992/ 2.00 
Vol 5-3 Autumn 1987 2.00 Vol 10-3. Summer 1992 2.00 


Vol 5-4 Winter 1987 2.00 Vol 10-4 ~—- Fall: 1992 2.00 
Vol 6-1 Spring 1988 2.00 Vol 11-1 Winter 1993 2.00 
Vol 6-2 Summer 1988 2.00 Index 1-5 2.00 
Vol 6-3 Autumn 1988 2.00 Index 6-10 2.00 


Complete set of 41 issues and 2 indices as listed $80.00 
SAvailable in photocopy JOnly a few copies remain 


1 George Kolbe writes: I note that Frank Van Zandt has been elected 
Secretary-Treasurer of N.B.S. and wish him congratulations and good luck. I 
am concerned, however, about his qualifications. How can someone who lives 
on his own street be considered a numismatic bibliophile when he doesn’t even 
have a low number? 

Our new Secretary-Treasurer lives at 6032 Van Zandt Road. 
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1 George Kolbe writes: I note that Frank Van Zandt has been elected 
Secretary-Treasurer of N.B.S. and wish him congratulations and good luck. I 
am concerned, however, about his qualifications. How can someone who lives 
on his own street be considered a numismatic bibliophile when he doesn’t even 
have a low number? 

Our new Secretary-Treasurer lives at 6032 Van Zandt Road. 


In recognition of his fervent dedication to the field 
of numismatic literature and his setting of a standard of 
ethics for all numismatic bibliomaniacs to FoOlULOW. tne 
Numismatic Bibliomania Society presents the Asron Feldman 


Award to 


John Bergman 


When he served as an officer of NBS, he always performed 
his duties for our organization with integrity and 
responsibility. In appreciation for his efforts in the past 
and his(continuing financial suppor & and) willingness to 
share his diverse knowledge in the field of 
numismatic literature, this award 
is presented at the Numismatic Bibliomania Society’s annual 
meeting at the convention of the American Numismatic 


Association in Detroit, Michigan, July 28, 1994. 
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{1 Most readers are aware of the premier numismatic periodical during the 
middle portion of the twentieth century - The Numismatic Scrapbook. Started 
by Lee Hewitt in 1935, it was purchased by Amos Press in 1968, and abruptly 
terminated after the February 1976 issue. A shame, because, the February issue 
bore the following announcement - Preview of Coming Issues. "March Issue - 
Books. Our March issue plunges into the world of numismatic literature in an 
attempt to take a look at the vast proliferation of books that is apparently 
making today’s collector much more informed about his hobby." 


1 In his address to the N.B.S. General Meeting last Summer, John Ford 
noted that the Stacks used to send him to Philadelphia to cherry pick Ella 
Wright, Henry Chapman’s secretary, who continued to run the business after his 
death in January 1935. However, as illustrated by the billhead below, it would 
appear that everyone got a good deal. The two copper nickel Indian Cents sold 
by Miss Wright for 80¢ listed for $1.75 in the 1940 Standard Catalogue. 


FOUNDED 1875 


IMPORTER OF DEALER IN 


AMERICAN 

HENRY CHAPMAN cont 
ESPECIALLY 

IN FINE AND RARE 
SPECIMENS 


ENGLISH, Niunisinatist PAPER MONEY 


CONTINENTAL AND NUMISMATIC BOOKS 


ORIENTAL 


COLLECTIONS 


COINS AND MEDALS No. 333 SOUTH SIXTEENTH STREET CATALOGUED FOR 

MEMBER OF SALE AT AUCTION. 
AMERICAN 

NUMISMATIC PHILADELPHIA ne ete, 


ASSOCIATIONS MADE 


REGISTERED CABLE ADDRESS: “MONETA, PHILADELPHIA” 
BELL PHONE, PENNYPACKER 7752 
March 8th, 1940 


Mr. John We Miller, 
113 McKean Ave-, 
Charleroi, Penna. 
Dre to Henry Chapman, 


1862 cent, uncirculated, 040 
1864 cent, copper nickel, Uncirculated, 240 
1928 Cent, Uncirculated, 220 
ci err es 


Received payment, 


by Erp Uright- 


Thank you. 
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1 George Kolbe has announced that he has reached an agreement with the 
American Numismatic Association to hold an officially sanctioned A.N.A. Sale 
of Numismatic Literature during the Annual Convention in each of the next 
three years. This first ever A.N.A. Book Sale will be held during this year’s 
convention in Baltimore, Friday July 30 at 2:00. We are certain that those of 
you who have never had the opportunity to. attend a Kolbe book sale in New 
York or California will find this an exciting event. 


1 Fred Lake passed on to us the following quote from the book Confessions 
of a Literary Archaeologist, written by his non relative Carlton Lake: 


"The mustiness of an old book store is the catnip of the bibliomaniac.” 


1 We have just returned from the Early American Coppers Club 
Convention held just outside Dallas Forth Worth with just a few bibliophilic 
notes of interest, certainly nothing to compare with last year’s trip to St Louis. 
While we had not allowed enough time to look for old book stores, we were 
presented with a nice little cache of B. Max Mehl material. Several mint copies 
of the French collection, a mint Ten Eyck, an equally nice Dunham sale, a 
Wurtzbach with Mehl’s bold signature on the title page, and a Star Coin Book 
Junior had all been found in one local shop by an E.A.C. member who brought 
them to the convention timidly asking if they were worth anything. Obviously 
Mehl material, perhaps cleaned out of attics by previous customers or surviving 
members of the Mehl family continues to surface. 

The second news item that we should report involves the prices being paid 
at the E.A.C. auctions for the hardbound editions of the Chris McCawley - Bob 
Grellman Copper Only sales. For each of these seven sales, ten catalogues 
were prepared in cloth with color glossy photographic plates being bound in 
over the halftones found in the regular copies. Copies N°1-2 are being retained 
by the cataloguers while copies N%3-9 have been distributed to consignors and 
buyers. Only copies N°10 of each catalogue have been made available with 
Messrs McCawley and Grellman donating them to the last two E.A.C. auction 
where they have brought an average of $325.00 per catalogue. 


1 The April 22 Wall Street Journal reported that auction house Christies 
International PLC had purchased the London based Spink & Son, Ltd. 
According to Christies, to avoid the possible conflict of interest possible when 
an auction house also has a retail group, Spink will be run as a separate division 
of Christies with its own board. We wish Douglas Saville, who heads up the 
rare book and publishing area at Spink, the best in this new alliance. 
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1 If you are attending the A.N.A. Convention in Baltimore July 27-August 
1, please remember that this is the second year of the officially sanctioned 
exhibit category for Numismatic Literature. Details for entering an exhibit may 
be obtained from the A.N.A., but please bear in mind the June 1 deadline for 
registering. While plans for the annual N.B.S. Symposium Thursday (July 29) 
are still incomplete, we have arranged to have George Fuld be the lead speaker 
at the N.B.S. General meeting (Friday July 30). 


1 Dave Bowers wrote the following concerning Ken Bressett’s paper on 
Unusual Whitman publications in the last issue of The Asylum. 


"In the 1950’s, Ken mentioned that Whitman was looking for new avenues 
for profit, and I facetiously suggested that if he accepted advertising for the 
*Guide Book’ this would be a good way. Soon, arriving in the mail was a 
specially pasted-up copy of their current "Guide Book’ with our advertising 
inserted on the endpapers. 

"On another time, we discussed the nickname "Redbook." Ken had one 
bound in a special grey cover - just like the regular one with gold stamping - 
and sent it to me." [Ken Bressett, in a separate letter, recalls that Dave Bowers 
returned the favor by having a 1977 edition specially bound in fur, a present 
Ken still treasures.] 


1 Scott Rubin provided several observations regarding William Malkmus’ 
article on The Numismatic Messenger. 

"While the publication was mostly dealing with foreign coinage 
publications, there were some interesting U.S. related subjects. One, his "Table 
of the Coinage of the United States of America’ listed the mints for which 
denominations were coined each year, correct today except for the recent 
discovery of the 1870-S Half Dime. The publishers later sold 22x28" copies of 
this chart for $3.00. 

"In addition, in the April 1972 issue, there was a review of US. 
numismatic literature including titles by James Snowden, Sylvester Crosby, A.M. 
Smith, David Watson, Frank Stewart, and Don Taxay. In the February 1972 
issue, there was even an article by Diana Castenholz on Counterfeiting in 
Colonial and Revolutionary America." 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT 
P. Scott Rubin 


I would like to recognize all of you who took part in our recent N.B.S. 
election. All of the nominees were well qualified, and the voter turnout was 
extraordinary. I would like to thank all the candidates for running and look 
forward to hearing from them in futures issues of The Asylum. 

I would like to welcome our three new officers, Frank Van Zandt, our 
new Secretary Treasurer, and Board Members Fred Lake and Michael Hodder. 
As President, I feel these three individuals plus our returning officers make 
N.B.S. a strong organization. 

At the A.N.A. Convention in Baltimore, I look forward to seeing some of 
our members exhibit in the Numismatic Literature category. Support for this 
award originated from this club, and I feel we must show interest in taking part. 
Last year’s winner was our Vice President Wayne Homren, and I would like to 
see an N.B.S. member win again this year. 

In closing, it was with much sadness that I learned of the passing of 
Walter Breen. I feel numismatics has lost its greatest writer/researcher/ 
cataloguer. While there are others who do each of these extremely well, Walter 
was the one who put numismatic publications in a class to be envied by other 
hobbies. His Encyclopediae have become The Books in American numismatics. 
I am sure that each of us in our own way will miss Walter. 
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FUNCTION ASSOCIATES 


16th 
NUMISMATIC 
LITERATURE 
MAIL BID SALE 


YOU WON'T WANT TO MISS THIS ONE !! 


Featured are early copies of "THE NUMISMATIST" from the 
1890’s, "THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF NUMISMATICS", some 
of the first issues of "THE NUMISMATIC SCRAPBOOK", a nearly 
complete run of Scott's "COIN COLLECTOR’S JOURNAL" 
(including the very scarce 13th volume bound in the original 
publisher’s cloth). 

Over one thousand lots of numismatic books, auction catalogs, 
fixed price lists, token and medal reference material and other 
related subjects. 

Rarely seen auction catalogs (some plated) from many of the 
dealers of the 1800’s will also be offered. There is much, much 
more to help you build your numismatic library. The closing date 
is August 14, 1993. Send for your catalog soon. 


NBS members may request a complimentary copy 


Send your name and address to: 


FRED L. LAKE - FUNCTION ASSOCIATES 
6822 22nd Avenue North - Suite 218 
St. Petersburg, FL 33710 
(813) 343-8055 
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BOOKS 


current, out-of-print, antiquarian, fine editions 


CATALOGS 


auction catalogs, price lists 


PERIODICALS 


journals, dealer publications 


are regularly offered in our catalogs. 


We try to be the major North American source for books related to 
British numismatics. We have also begun publishing specialized 
references. Our update and reprint of Dalton and Hamer’s reference on 
18th Century British trade tokens was nominated for the 1991 I.A.P.N. 
Book of the Year award. 


We specialize in British coins and tokens and ancient Greek and Roman 
coins. We also handle books related to ancient coins andclassical 
European numismatics. 


We are interested in purchasing books, catalogs and periodicals related 
to these series. 


Our coin catalogs discuss the background and history of the coins we 
sell. Catalogs are available for $15 per year or $2 for a sample copy. 


“Davissons 
Ltd. 
Allan and Marnie Davisson 


Cold Spring, MN 56320 
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s, The Money Tree 
= 1260 Smith Court 
gg Rocky River, OH 44116 
Office: (216) 333-3444 

Fax: (216) 333-4463 


Instead of 
"Buy the book, before you buy the coin" 


Change it to 
"Contact The Money Tree before 
You buy the book before you buy the coin." 


The Money Tree 


Dealers in Important and Rare 
Numismatic Literature 

We Buy, Sell, and Auction Worthwhile 

Collections and Libraries 


Myron Xenos and Ken Lowe 
Members: ANA, NLG, NBS, ANS, EAC 
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Now Available 


American Numismatic Literature 
edited by Charles Davis 


American Numismatic Literature is a compilation of extracts from 
over 100 auction sales of numismatic literature coupled with the editor’s 
observations as to numismatic quality, utility, and rarity. Over 3,500 
listings and 1,200 titles important for American numismatic research 
including standard references, monographs, periodicals, and sale catalogues 
are listed with our notes of numismatic merit, quality of production, 
binding or textual variants, or bits of related numismatic lore. And for 
plated catalogues, we have reported coins depicted on photographic plates. 
The book is 8% x11" format, 230 pages and has been published by 
Quarterman. The following unsolicited comments were received from 
individuals who paid full price for their books. 


"I was truly impressed by the depth of information provided, mostly 
importantly, your research notes." ... Rick Bagg 


"What a great work. When it arrived, I stopped everything and spent an 
hour or more looking through it." ... Q. David Bowers 


"I appreciate the marginal notes. They’re priceless. This is a book I have 
needed for years, even though I did not know it. The information on 
variants, re-prints, and contents is more than extremely useful. For me, 
it is indispensable." ... Michael Hodder 


"I congratulate you on amassing and refining numismatic literature into a 
scholarly and fascinating commentary, a permanent contribution to 
numismatic knowledge." ... Eric Newman 


Offered only by the undersigned 


® Black cloth, 500 copies $85.00 
¢ Half leather, marbled endpapers, slightly larger paper, bound by 
Alan Grace, limited to 35 numbered copies $225.00 


CHARLES DAVIS 
P.O. Box 547 
Wenham, MA 01984 
Fax: (508) 468-7893 Tel: (508) 468-2933 
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AUCTION CATALOGS 
that have become 


IMPORTANT REFERENCES 


Superior Galleries. The Irving Goodman Collection of Russian Coinage. 
Feb. 11-12, 1991. 120 pp, 1767 lots, illus, six superb color plates, prl. 
Quarto. Brown leatherette gilt, color illustrated dust jacket. As new. The 
special hardbound edition. One of the finest Russian cabinets ever sold at 
auction, replete with mint state and proof specimens. $40. [softbound $20.] 


Superior Galleries. The Irving Goodman Collection of Chinese Coinage. 
June 3-4, 1991. 156 pp, 2105 lots, illus, 5 superb color plates, prl. Quarto. 
Red leatherette gilt, color illustrated dust jacket. As new. The special 
hardbound edition. From the sale introduction, “This is undeniably the 
greatest collection of [modern] Chinese formed outside of China.” $40. 
[softbound $20.] 

Superior Galleries is in our opinion without peer when it comes to color 
photography. The color illustrations in the Goodman catalogs are absolutely 
stunning. 


Superior Galleries in collaboration with Bank Leu Numismatics. The 
Abraham Bromberg Collection of Jewish Coins, Parts I-II. Dec. 5, 1991 and 
Dec. 10, 1992. 154, 147, (1) pp, 626 lots, every lot illustrated above the 
descriptions, prl’s. Quarto. Matching blue cloth lettered in white, dust 
jackets. As new. The special hardbound editions. Ancient coinage expertly 
cataloged with good historical information. Set of 2 catalogs $100. 
[softbound set $35.] 


Prices are postpaid, bookrate insured, in North America. Add $5. per 
volume overseas (surface parcel post). 


Available properly packaged from: 


JOHN F. BERGMAN 
4223 Iroquois Ave. 
Lakewood, CA 90713 USA 
Tel: 310-421-0171 Fax: 310-421-2208 
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NUMISMATIC 
. BOOKS 
ANY LANGUAGE 
ANY PERIOD 


ALWAYS WANTED 
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Quarterly Journal of the Numismatic Bibliomania Society 


Volume XI, No. 3 Summer, 1993 
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John W. Adams 


UNITED STATES 
NUMISMATIC LITERATURE 


Volume IT 
TWENTIETH CENTURY AUCTION CATALOGS 


420 pages, 22 plates, pictorial endsheets. Specially bound. Printed 
on acid-free paper in an edition limited to 500 numbered copies 


$135.00 postpaid 


[CALIFORNIA RESIDENTS ADD 7 3/4% SALES TAX] 


The Following Series Are Covered in Depth: 

G. C. Adams ¢ A.N.A. Sales ¢ Barney Bluestone 
Thomas Elder ¢ Federal Brand *¢ Ben Green ¢ William 
Hesslein ¢ Kagin's ¢ Frank Katen ¢ A. Kosoff ¢ B. Max 

Mehl ¢ New Netherlands Coin Company * Wayte 

Raymond ¢ Hans M. F. Schulman ¢ Stack's 


ParT I Is DIRECTED TOWARD THE NUMISMATIC BIBLIOPHILE AND COMPRISES 
HISTORIES OF THE AUCTION FIRMS AND DETAILED LISTINGS OF THEIR 
CATALOGS WITH COMMENTS ON SALE HIGHLIGHTS AND OTHER FEATURES 


Part II Is DIRECTED TOWARD THE NUMISMATIC RESEARCHER AND CONSISTS 
OF TABLES GRADING THE CONTENT OF EACH OF THE SALES IN TWENTY-FIVE 
DIFFERENT CATEGORIES WITH A FINAL GRADE FOR OVERALL IMPORTANCE 


GEORGE FREDERICK KOLBE 


Fine Numismatic Books 
Post Office Drawer 3100 
Crestline, California 92325 USA 
Tel: [714] 338-6527 « Fax: [714] 338-6980 
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NUMISMATIC BOOK COLLECTING IN THE 50S 
George J. Fuld, NLG 


The following is the text of George Fuld’s talk to the Society at the A.N.A., 
delivered by Barry Tayman when Fuld was unable to make the trip to Baltimore. 
The writer needs no introduction to American numismatists, especially those who 
collect token and medals. or to bibliophiles who possess a copy of his library 
auction catalogue sold by Frank Katen (his sales N°36 & 37). 


Like most numismatic bibliophiles, the thought of collecting books on 
the subject came only after a thorough dousing with coin collecting. I initially 
started collecting Lincoln and Indian Head pennies in 1942 and expanded to 
other U.S. series over the next few years. The first coin book I bought was 
Wayte Raymond’s Standard Catalogue of U.S. Coins, in 1944, and the next 
edition in 1945. This was all I thought was available until I obtained a large 
cent book, the Mehl reprint of Doughty, from Alfred Hutter, a Baltimore 
dealer. I also remember buying my own copy of the 1947 Red Book, in late 
1946. By this time I had convinced my father to join the A.N.A. in 1946 and 
at the age of almost 15, I journeyed with him to my first A.N.A. Convention, 
Buffalo - 1947. Here my entire outlook on coin collecting changed. 

There I met a number of dealers for the first time and count them 
today as friends. Among them were Frank Katen and Art and Paul Kagin, but 
it was my encounters with Bill Jacka of Ohio and Bill Wild of Florida that 
were influential in diverting my interests to a new direction. Jacka convinced 
me and my father that civil war tokens were the best items that one could 
collect, especially since most were available for 5 to 10 cents each. There was 
even a book on the field written by Hetrich and Guttag, and he would attempt 
to get us one. Frankly, I do not recall why civil war tokens were so enticing, 
except that this was reinforced by Wild, and I was very impressionable. 

Our U.S. collection of large cents through quarters required only 
expensive new additions from the point of view of a young boy. The several 
hundred tokens we bought at that A.N.A. convention were reasonable and an 
exciting change. Late in 1947, we heard from Dave Bullowa (from whom we 
were buying groups of tokens) that he had the Joseph Barnett Civil War 
collection for sale with some 4,500 different pieces and several thousand 
duplicates. The price was under $1,500. Barnett had written and exhaustive 
revision of Hetrich and Guttag in the early 1940s for The Numismatist and for 
Stack’s Numismatic Review in 1945. Therefore in early 1948 my father drove 
to Philadelphia with my entire U.S. coin collection, the sale of which plus 
some of his cash, bought the Barnett estate which included two Hetrich and 
Guttag’s, one of which was the limp leather edition with photographic plates. 
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Things progressed rapidly with the acquisition of the collection of 
Stuart Mosher, who was curator of numismatics at the Smithsonian and editor 
of The Numismatist. The purchase included his library which contained a run 
of The Numismatist from 1916. In El Paso, Texas, in 1949, we bought the 
Dupree collection of Washingtonia, which included our first copy of Baker. 

With these three major acquisitions, the Fuld involvement with tokens 
and medals became complete and probably even compulsive. A condition of 
the Mosher purchase had been that we begin writing a monthly Token 
Collectors Page in The Numismatist,, a column that lasted well into the 1970s. 
The writing of articles required a ready source of literature and even forced 
us into pursuing city directories for the first time. The literature on tokens in 
the early 1950s was near zero except for Wright, Adams, and some articles in 
The Numismatist by Adams and Duffield from 1905 to about 1920. In 1950, 
I discovered The American Journal of Numismatics, and realized that fine 
groups of articles on medals existed, and we tried to obtain a set of the AJN 
for ourselves. None, however, existed in local libraries. 

One of our first coups in unearthing numismatic literature was the 
discovery that the A.N.S. had on hand many duplicate publications, including 
most AJNs and Proceedings dating back to the first issue, which they were 
selling at the original issue price. I hastened to buy one of each that they had 
in stock. A complete set of the proceedings was obtained as were all of the 
AJNs except for six or eight single issues. Over the next several years, I was 
able to complete the set from book dealers Katen and Feldman. At the time 
we had completed a set of The Numismatic Scrapbook, and started in gusto to 
obtain any books on U.S. Numismatics. The realization of the importance of 
plated auction sales was prompted by our friend John Ford. The Homer 
Downing sale in 1952 was our first deep immersion in buying books at auction. 

I should emphasize that numismatic book dealers were few and far 
between in the early 1950’s. There were no auctions, except for an occasional 
one by Katen. Aaron Feldman ("buy the book before the coin") and C. J. 
Edgar of Baldwin, NY (much of the Wayte Raymond estate) were the only 
other dealers promoting books. Rarely did other dealers have books for sale. 

In the 1952 A.N.A. sale, the Homer Downing collection, there was a 
good run of large plated Chapman sales. I needed most at the time except for 
several like Cleneay that had been obtained from Ford (all bound in bright 
red buckram). I sat in the first or second row directly in front of Charles 
Wormser. There were one or two sales I desperately needed - nicely bound 
with fancy endsheets - I believe ex-Col Green. The Parsons sale brought 
$37.50 and Charlie waved me off inferring that he had a high book bid, so why 
set any artificial records. I can’t recall all that I bought, but the Hunter 
catalogue was one - $12.50! 
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Jerry Cohen of Baltimore in the late 1950s acquired many of the 
remaining catalogues of Henry Chapman, an extraordinarily large group which 
included some S. H. Chapmans. The sales were jointly owned by Ben Douglas 
of Washington and Tom Warfield of Baltimore. There were over 1,000 sales 
covering Jerry’s entire basement, plenty of unplated large sales, a few large 
plated common ones. They literally gave me the pick of what I needed 
including some small plated sales. This was a bonanza, and the acquisitions 
filled the entire back of my car. With what I already had, my total want list 
of Chapmans was down to about 15 or 20, mostly those of S. H. 

I must remark that when G. K. Hall published the index to the library 
at the ANS in the 1960s, the outlay of about $400 was a great investment. 
However, with this in hand, I was finally able to make a want list that was 
realistic. By 1970 my want list of books was down to a single sheet. This 
included all U.S. books and all auction catalogues pre 1940. Completing sales 
by vendor was fascinating. A. W. Wallace bought out Mehl’s stock and with 
it all of his catalogues. I was able to complete Mehl’s Monthly this way at a 
bargain price, and filled in all the regular sales except for three or four that 
I never could find. Similarly, from Katen and Feldman I filled in 95% of the 
Elder sales including a plated Miller, as well as the sales of Stacks and 
Bolender. The ANS index proved invaluable. 

The early sales starting about 1858, especially Bangs, Merwin, never 
came in large groups. I purchased any and all I could find, eventually getting 
most of them, including a few early plated ones. Notable acquisitions included 
the 1871 Clay and 1875 Cohen (from Baltimore), both with plates and named. 
If memory is correct, both came from Warfield (Mason-Dixon Coins). The 
other difficult run to assemble was the Woodward group, including many 
oversized editions, named sales occasionally, and many plated. My want list 
dwindled down to under five as I recall. 

One of the decisions I made about 1960 was to start binding sales and 
journals as fast as I could afford it. Although I had a few volumes bound in 
Wells Bindery in Waltham, Mass, including the Deluxe Editions of our Civil 
War tokens book in 1960, most were bound by the rare book department of 
Joseph Ruzicka in Baltimore. Costs were reasonable, especially when 
compared to today, and they maintained records of journal bindings so they 
were matched automatically. Most binding was done in colored buckram, 
although they did an occasional half leather for us. The main reason for the 
rush to binding was to help find an issue rather than having to hunt through 
misfiled piles, and it did preserve the paper covers, which we always bound in. 
This ran into the thousands of dollars, and when the library was sold 1970-71, 
that cost was never recovered. 
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In the very late 1960s, a new challenge was presented by obsolete 
paper books such as Hodges. Possibly the most important book acquired at 
that time was the 1809 Perkins Bank Bill Test. Unfortunately I cannot recall 
the provenance of this book but it likely came from Southern Pennsylvania for 
about $100. I started checking into its history and found only another single 
copy owned by Eric Newman. In early 1961 while working at the family 
chemical factory, I made multilith negatives and retouched them carefully. 
We printed fewer than 100 copies (maybe 50), used a thin cardboard cover, 
stapled them and gave most away or sold them for $1. each. There were extra 
copies, but when we moved to California in 1980, they disappeared. Since the 
original had some heavy brown toning, the reprints illustrated Perkins anti- 
counterfeiting method more clearly. As far as the Patriotic book in 1960, with 
the permission of Whitman, who bought the rights, I prepared about 110 two 
volume sets with 23 contact plates, hinged and bound in by Wells in one 
volume with the text in a second. I sold the pair at cost - $11.50 including 
postage. I have been told that the linen hinging, if available today, would cost 
over $100 per set today. 

The vast numbers of additional items were acquired in the sixties. 
Although there were rare volumes, it generally was a working library. The 
wall space required to house most of it was two medium sized bedrooms with 
a few groups at my father’s house. The decision to sell the library was made 
in early 1970 when I planned to move from Cherry Hill, New Jersey to 
Baltimore. I did not have a large enough apartment to house the material. 

Besides John Ford, there were only one or two serious book collectors 
in the country at that time. I called one, who said he would come to Cherry 
Hill, but the appointed day came and passed - he had forgotten. He took a 
plane the next day and spent over two days going through the books. At the 
end he selected 100 volumes, and I priced them. He made a counter offer 
that was unacceptable. I then called Frank Katen, and within a week, we had 
completely filled his basement. While he was happy to take everything, he 
questioned a set of Coin World. When it sold for $400, he apologized. 

Certainly the sale was a success in 1970 terms, although with binding, 
many items sold for less than I had paid, but the funds did make a nice down 
payment on a house. Champa tells me that this library would sell today for 
twenty times what I got in 1970, but of course that is water over the dam. I 
later formed another less expensive library which now resides with me in Santa 
Barbara where I can still use it. Of course I still buy books, mainly to use. 

As with coin investments, we have made many friends throughout the 
world with this area of coin collecting. For me the real satisfaction of 
collecting has been the human element. 
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THE PRINTER’S DEVIL 
Joel J. Orosz 


Recently this column presented a trial list of all known coin sales held 
prior to the first one listed by Emmanuel J. Attinelli in Numisgraphics, namely 
the June 12-13, 1828 Benjamin Watkins auction. These sales are interesting 
for their pioneering nature, but as collectibles, they are so rare as to be 
essentially chimerical. The story is no different when one considers the 
Watkins sale itself (of which apparently only one broadside copy survived as 
of 1876) and the next twenty-seven sales chronicled by Attinelli. Any 
numismatic bibliophile who possesses even a single pre-1856 coin auction 
catalogue is indeed fortunate; as master bibliophile George Kolbe remarked 
on page 82 of his Dennis Mendelson sale catalogue, "Nearly all are of 
sufficient rarity that they are virtually unobtainable." 

This means that the earliest coin auction catalogue that a bibliophile 
might reasonably hope to acquire is number 29 on Attinelli’s list: "Catalogue 
of an Extensive and Valuable Collection of Coins and Medals in Gold, Silver, 
and Copper. And Splendid Rosewood Cabinet." This collection was the 
property, according to Attinelli, of one A.C. Kline, whose name would be lost 
to numismatic history had not brother Attinelli connected it with this auction. 
This was gotten up by the Philadelphia auction firm of M. Thomas & Sons, 
and was held precisely 27 years after the Watkins auction on June 12-13, 1855. 
Its venue was the imposing Thomas & Sons building - five stories topped by 
a cupola - located at numbers 67 and 69 South Fourth Street in the Quaker 
City. M. Thomas & Sons was, by 1855, an old hand at numismatic 
auctioneering, having held their first public sale of coins in 1846. The Kline 
sale was their eighth to feature at least some lots of coins. 

With its offering of the Kline Collection, this experienced firm made 
American numismatic history. Heretofore, coin sales had been small affairs, 
with numismatic material typically adding one or two hundred lots to a catalog 
consisting mostly of books or objets d’art. The most extensive coin sale to 
that time had been the February 20, 1851 M. Thomas & Sons sales of the 
Lewis Roper Collection, which had contained 653 numismatic lots on 24 
pages. The Kline sale dwarfed its predecessors; including the catalog, the 
addenda, and the supplementary addenda, there were 1,854 lots, 101 pages, 
and a record realization of $2,062.80, making this the first American 
numismatic sale to break the $2,000 barrier. Using the historical price index 
contained in John J. McCuskers’ 1992 book, How Much is That in Real Money, 
this would translate into $212,264 in 1991 Dollars. The Kline auction was thus 
the biggest and best coin sale held in America up to 1955, a sort of 
antebellum version of the Stickney sale. 
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Both the antiquity and the quality of the Kline sale, therefore, make 
it a worthwhile object of study. The catalog consulted for examination is the 
Dennis Mendelson copy, which appeared as lot 144 in Kolbe’s sale. This 
bound copy includes the catalogue and the addenda, but lacks the 
supplementary addenda, which contained five lots, and was later, according to 
Attinelli, separately printed to the extent of 25 copies. The Mendelson copy 
was extensively priced and partially named, in both pencil (primarily) and in 
ink. The initials R.H.D. appear on the cover in pencil, which leads to the 
surmise that this was the sales room copy of one "R. Davids," whose name 
appears frequently as a buyer throughout the text. Regrettably, your columnist 
knows nothing more about R. Davids, but would be eager to learn any 
information regarding him. Among the other purchasers were "Stone," 
"South," "Brown," "Winslow," "Martin," and "Calahan.” It is not know if these 
were pseudonyms, but no one by these names who would fit the dates appears 
in Pete Smith’s splendid American Numismatic Biographies. 

These shadowy early collectors were vying for a varied and rich 
numismatic cabinet. Organized in 15 "drawers," the offering was particularly 
strong in English coins, (255 lots) and ancient Roman (369 lots), with a 
generous assortment of American, French, Dutch, and other world coins, not 
to mention a representative collection of medals in bronze, silver, and gold. 
Among the highlights of the American offering were lot 169, a 1795 Eagle 
described as a "proof" for $13.00; lot 83, a 1799 cent graded fine at $2.20; and 
lot 70, a 1792 Disme, in fine condition, for $5.50. Another notable American 
offering was lot 1674 "a complete and very fine set of cents from 1793 to 1854 
(except 1815) and a number of half do,” which sold for $33.40. 

Collectors of tokens and medals competed for, among others, a 
collection of Napoleon medals (lots A91-A119); three varieties of the 
Philadelphia Museum check (lots 1289, 1290, 1328); the famed Libertas 
Americana medal (lot 1161, realized $3.12) and a Peuch Bein token cut from 
a Spanish eight-reales piece (Rulau-Low 82B), counterstamped with the Peuch 
Bein logo on one side and an eagle with shields surrounded by "Nouvelle 
Orleans" on the other (perhaps due to wear, the cataloguer rendered this 
legend as "Noovelle Lans"). As lot 25, it brought 40¢, considerably less than 
the $3,600 that a similar specimen realized as lot 2031 of Garrett IV in 1981. 

The Kline offering was distinctive in that it was only (so far as we 
know) the third American numismatic sale, after Eugene du Simitiére in 1875 
and Phillip Hone in 1852, to offer a substantial number of numismatic books. 
The Kline catalog proper offered 32 literature lots, plus six more recorded in 
pencil. The addenda offered eight, plus three more in pencil. Among these 
49 lots were priced catalogs, such as the 1844 Duke of Devonshire collection 
(lot 1686, 30¢); and books, such as Martin Folke’s 1745 Table of English Gold 
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and Silver Coins (lot 1693, $2.62); and John Akerman’s 1849 Numismatic 
Manual (lot 1708, $1.50). America’s then sparse numismatic literature was 
also represented, with Joseph Felt’s 1839 An Historical Account of 
Massachusetis Currency (lot 1711, 50¢); and Eckfelt-DuBois’ 1852 New 
Varieties of Gold and Silver Coins (lot 1698, 85¢) included in the sale. The 
highest price realized for any book in the auction was the $3.00 given for lot 
1707, Millinger’s 1819 Medallic History of Napoleon. 

Given the rudimentary state of the numismatic cataloging art in 1855, 
the M. Thomas presentation of the Kline collection was a respectable effort. 
True, spelling errors abounded; lot 498, for example, mentions Henry VIII's 
Queen "Anne Bullen." The practitioners of the nascent science of 
numismatics could also be confounded by counterfeits, for lot 111 offers an 
1815 U.S. cent commenting parenthetically. "this is of the greatest rarity." 
Later research, of course, would demonstrate that the U.S. Mint produced no 
cents dated 1815, so we can hardly blame the N. Thomas cataloger for lacking 
psychic ability, but perhaps can fault him for not spotting a spurious fabric. 

One does not need psychic ability to understand that the Kline sale 
was the precursor of modern coin auction catalogs with its wide ranging 
assortment of coins, medals, tokens, and books from most eras and many 
nations. Although Edward Cogan’s sale of November 1, 1858 is justly 
identified as a landmark in the evolution of the coin hobby, the Kline sale 
deserves to be remembered as one of the events that ushered in the modern 
era of numismatics. 

Bibliophiles desiring a copy of this catalog may have a long search 
before them. Charles Davis, in his authoritative American Numismatic 
Literature, notes only one public offering of a Kline sale between 1980 and 
1991, Lot 224 in Kolbe’s 32nd Sale (December 1987). The Mendelson copy 
sold in 1992 is a different copy, but still, there have been only two public 
opportunities in the past 13 years to acquire this history-making catalog. 

History has its ironies, however, and we must not leave the Kline sale 
without considering one red herring in its title. While the auction delivered 
the coins and medals as advertised, nowhere in the catalog or the addenda can 
be found the "splendid rosewood cabinet" that the title of the sale promised. 
Perhaps it is in the supplementary addenda which your columnist has not seen, 
the closest thing being "one carved walnut cabinet with marble top, drawers 
lined with cloth, made in the very best manner." Another irony lies in the 
price this lot commanded - a lofty $37.50 or nearly 60 times as much as was 
realized by lot 255 - 1794 U.S. Half Dollar in very fine condition. In order for 
the same ratio to hold today, it would be necessary to sell the walnut cabinet 
for around $240,000. Your columnist would be happy to supply any interested 
N.B.S. member with a similar cabinet at the $240,000 level - postpaid! 
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BOOK REVIEW 
Frank Van Zandt 


Cooper, Denis R. The Art and Craft of Coinmaking: A History of Minting 
Technology, London, Spink & Son, 1988, 264 pages, 285 illustrations 

Far too often American numismatists fail to recognize that not all 
books applicable to their hobby are published in Wolfeboro or Iola. They 
neglect the works of that other English speaking country, and in so doing, may 
miss some extremely important books. The Art and Craft of Coinmaking is one 
of those, for although it was published five years ago, and was winner of the 
1989 IAPN Book Prize, it has been little seen in this country. Recently, 
however, one of our booksellers decided to stock the title, and simultaneously 
the John Reich Society came out highly recommending it to its members. 

Written by the former chief engineer of the British Royal Mint, this 
book should be read by anyone who is interested in mint technology. 
Covering the period from about 600 BC to the present time, "Cooper" is 
written in layman language with numerous photographs and line drawings, but 
there is a great deal of technical detail as well. 

The early history of coin making is shown in this book from 
archaeological finds, re-recreation of fragmented moulds, and sectioning of 
coins to establish their composition in order to illustrate their methods of 
manufacture. It also includes detailed descriptions of the earliest screw press 
in 1416, and covers technological evolutionary changes to the presses, as well 
as giving present-day locations of many of these old models. There are similar 
discussions about the developments of the rolling mills, engravers and their 
tools, and counterfeiting. 

Also covered in the book are detailed explanations of the mechanical 
age of high powered machines and steam power, as well as the undertakings 
of Matthew Boulton, James Watt, and others to revolutionize minting 
practices through the modern age of mass production at the Soho Mint in 
Birmingham and other mints throughout the world. For those interested in 
mint practices, Cooper discusses how the value of money is set so a profit is 
made, as well as the problems associated with weights in coins, recovery of 
metal dusts, and counting and packing the coins to prevent them from being 
tampered with before delivery. 

Although written by a British author who provides an overview of 
technological history, it should be of great interest to United States specialists 
as well, especially for the sections where Cooper discusses how and why 
suitable metals for coining were hard to obtain, and how, for example, the 
U.S. depended so heavily on European sources for machinery and metals to 
keep its mint running. This leads to the most fascinating part of this book - 
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its ability to make the reader understand how our early coins were made, why 
we have recut and cracked dies and the numerous re-engravings apparent on 
many of our early coins. 

While some books such as The U.S. Mint and Coinage by Don Taxay or 
The First United States Mint by Frank Stewart give an historical account of 
US. mint operations, The Art and Craft of Coinmaking takes the reader inside 
the mint and shows how the technologies of machines and metals were 
developed over the past 2500 years. This different viewpoint lends itself to 
detail not covered in other books, and therefore makes it a worthwhile 
addition to any collector’s library. 


KELLY’S COINS AND CHATTER 
Michael J. Sullivan 


The Winter 1993 issue of The Asylum included a letter to the editor 
requesting information on Kelly’s Coins and Chatter from fellow collectors. 
Responses and inquiries confirm the listing in Remy’s Bourne’s American 
Numismatic Sales and Informational Literature, 1989, is complete. Thus a 
complete set of Kelly’s Coins and Chatter (1948-1961) is 127 issues (116 regular 
issues, 2 A.N.A. Special Editions, and 9 Auction Sales). 

At the present, five complete sets are known with two other runs one 
or two issues short. Both collectors nearing completion have been assembling 
their sets for years searching through piles and runs of miscellaneous issues; 
yet they are still incomplete. CKelly’s Coin and Chatter is an irregular, 
complicated, and challenging periodical to collect. 

Based on a survey of numismatic literature fixed price lists, auction 
catalogues and Charles Davis’ American Numismatic Literature, a complete set 
has not been offered for sale or at auction. The largest single offering 
appeared as lot 634 in Davis’ 20th sale (May 1990) and consisted of 119 issues. 
After purchasing that run, it took this writer an additional two years to 
complete the set. Correspondence with anyone actively collecting Kelly 
emissions would be welcome and should be directed to M. J. Sullivan, Box 
32131, Cincinnati, OH 45232. 


Wanted: Information on references in auction catalogues or bank histories 
relating to the Panic of 1907 and associated scrip issues. Tom Sheehan, Box 


14, Seattle, WA 98111-0014. 
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NUMISMATIC INFORMATION 
Byron Johnson; transcribed by Tom Sheehan 


Byron Johnson was a consummate numismatist always willing to share his 
knowledge. That he belonged to most national and regional numismatic organizations, 
including N.B.S., is testament to his broad interest and knowledge. Unfortunately he 
passed away in 1988 only a year after his retirement. His collection was auctioned by 
Bowers & Merena in 1988, and the catalogue contains several biographical tributes. The 
article below is a transcription of a speak he made during the 1980 A.N.A. Convention. 
Readers should bear in mind that it was made 13 years ago. The content is as useful 
today as it was then, and we thank Tom Sheehan to resurrecting it. 

The subject of my talk today is numismatic information. To start, I 
would like to give you a numismatic quotation. "Knowledge is Power." There 
is a numismatic tie-in. The speaker was the nephew of the Lord Treasurer of 
England. Perhaps you have heard of him - Sir Francis Bacon. 

Lets talk about books first. I was introduced to the use of a library 
in the fourth grade when I was eight years old. When I was nine or ten, I was 
instructed after receiving some books as presents in how to break in a new 
book properly without damaging the binding. When I was 13, I was given full 
adult library privileges by a friendly librarian. I started collecting when I was 
15, and my first coin book was the American Standard Catalogue by Wilson. 
In 1957 I started my numismatic library, and joined the local coin club. 

Several years before I had joined that club, they had pestered the 
local main library to expand its section on numismatic reference. Persistence 
wore down the librarian who asked the club for recommendations on what to 
buy. My local library thus had The Numismatist, Crosby, Dickeson, Sheldon, 
Adams-Woodin, Hetrich & Guttag, Head, etc.. I regularly perused the library 
shelves to learn more about coins, and to find-new collecting specialties as my 
tastes widened. Adams-Woodin got me into pattern coins before the Judd 
work came out. H-G got me into civil war tokens before Fuld; my personal 
library with Plutarch, Suetonius, and Gibbon got me into ancient numismatics. 

Along the way, I purchased any standard reference as it became 
available. Besides books I collected periodicals and auction catalogues. 
Before long, I was the information source in my area for both dealers and 
collectors. I became one of the three permanent trustees of the PNNA 
Library and we had complete control so that new officers could not sell the 
books off. Eventually because of low usage, we sent off 20 or 30 cases of 
books to the A.N.A. Library and disbanded. 

I became the TAMS Librarian and learned how often books are 
borrowed. And later as TAMS Secretary, I learned how many stupid 
questions are asked because the inquirer was too lazy to look it up in a book. 
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I learned more about coins through looking things up for other people. A 
lazy coin dealer bought a large hoard of German States coins and then did not 
want to catalogue them. I volunteered, got 500 envelopes from him, and spent 
a happy week learning about monograms. And I got paid in coins to boot. 

One day a dealer had just purchased a collection including coin books. 
I bought a presentation copy of the Half Cent catalogue by Gilbert, and then 
saw a Stack of rather beat up folders which looked interesting. I asked their 
price, paid it, and took them home. Last year I donated the folders to the 
A.N.A. library after letting Krause Publications xerox the lot. What I had 
found and saved from the dump was an inventory by date, mintmark, and die 
variety of the Eklund Collection of world coins in copper and minor metals. 

When I was on the TAMS board, I found that the previous officers 
had drained the book fund for current operations. With Al Hoch and Cliff 
Mishler, I set about getting the money replaced so TAMS could continue 
putting out books. When I was TAMS President, Neil Harris came to me 
excited and said he had a book project. Bob Julian wanted TAMS to 
underwrite his research in the Mint Archives. He estimated that it would cost 
$7,000 for two years research and at the end of that time we would have a 
manuscript. Now the TAMS board had been tight with their money for 
several years building up their assets. Neil Harris, Cliff Mishler, and myself 
plotted how to sell this project to the board. We finally agreed that we would 
ask for just one year’s money to start and got $4,000 for the project. The next 
year as the results were coming in, Cliff got $6,000 more approved. Eventually 
with the publishing costs, research, photos, and everything it ran over $50,000. 
Anyhow, the book is worth every penny, but sales have been slow. 

OIN was into book reprints. We had a good man - Ran Zander - in 
charge. Ran asked me on several occasions what books would be saleable and 
submitted financial reports on sales.. He was fine on his own and I never 
interfered. And finally under organizations, I was on the A.N.A. Board when 
we decided to print the current library catalogue. 

Besides collecting U.S. and World coins, I began collecting any 
numismatic item of my state. It was inexpensive stuff at the time and I could 
keep it at home. Now of course, I keep even what is called junk in the safe 
deposit box. Anyhow, as my state collection grew, I found that others needed 
the information I had acquired. Jerry Schimmel was putting out a State Tax 
Token book, Tom Hudson was into wooden money, Dottie Dow was collecting 
elongateds, Albert Donn was into Prisoner of War Scrip. I supplied 
information and pieces for illustration to all of them. 

And now for another quotation, this time from the son of a book- 
seller. "Knowledge is of two kinds. We know a subject ourselves, or we know 
where we can find information upon it." This quote is from Samuel Johnson. 
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And here we leave coin books and go into personal information. 
When I meet a collector, I ask him what he collects?" I know collectors of 
almost every conceivable numismatic subject. For instance, I wanted to 
identify several early Italian coins. The A.N.A. library had a set of 
Emmanuel’s catalogues, but they were not allowed out on loan. So I sent a 
letter to a friend who had his own set. If I had a question on patterns, I 
would walk up to Dr. Judd at a convention and ask him. If I wanted to find 
out how John Davenport was coming with his catalogues - I would go out to 
dinner with him. You have to know the knowledgeable collectors in your field 
in order to know the subject yourself. I have traded information on edge 
reeding, die upsetting, coin weights, reference books, dealers who have 
specimens for sale, and all that stuff with collectors in my fields. And I am 
not bashful about paying for information. I will take someone out for dinner 
or a drink in order to learn more about my coins. And I enjoy the company. 

Another branch of information is photography. I use a 35mm camera 
and have a lot of fun putting on slide programs using photos I have taken. 
One was on patterns for a California State Numismatic Seminar. Another was 
on tax tokens for the ATTS, another on Washington state scrip for the PNNA. 
Photos carry an immense amount of information in a small space. 

The last branch of information is research and ghostwriting. Virginia 
Culver wanted some information for a coin column so I went to my local 
library and looked it up for her and learned more about my specimens for 
what she was writing about. Another friend had completed 50 years of coin 
collecting and wanted to share his experiences, but as he told me, he did not 
know how to give a speech or put things in proper order. I told him to give 
me the information he wanted passed on, and I would write a speech for him. 
Later Dudley McClure, the writer for Coins Magazine wrote another speech 
for the same collector. He wanted to share his information, but did not how. 

And now to the one message in my talk you should remember. If you 
forget everything else, remember this. If you do not start today to teach other 
collectors about the coins you have, who will buy your coins in thirty years. 
Share your knowledge, write an article, start a catalogue, take some photos, 
give a speech, and share some of the enjoyment you have gotten out of the 
hobby with others. For those who think only investment, you must realize that 
you must train future buyers. 

Through the years, I have known many book nuts. I have mentioned 
Al Hoch and Ran Zander. Charlie Johnson was probably the biggest booknut 
I knew. He was into financial histories, bank reports, and everything else 
numismatic. Armand Champa and Ray Byrne come to mind, and now at this 
convention, a new club was started Monday, The Numismatic Bibliomania 
Society, and their magazine is called The Asylum. 
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Opps & ENDPAPERS 
Fred Lake 


This column is intended to provide you with some whimsy, a few 
little-known facts, and a question or two to ponder. For instance: when was 
the first issue of "The Asylum", who were the co-founders of The Numismatic 
Bibliomania Society, and who were the four authors featured in that first 
publication? See the end of the article for the answers. 

Why is there so little known of Ard W. Browning, the author of "Early 
Quarter Dollars of the United States"? A quest for answers to the enigma of 
the man has produced little other than the fact that in February 1926 he 
joined the A.N.A. with an address of Central Islip, Long Island, as his 
residence. Telephone calls to the A.N.A., A.N.S., John Ford, George Kolbe, 
Charlie Davis and many others have failed to produce any leads as to his date 
or place of birth or his age or residence at death. Was he a figment of Wayte 
Raymond’s imagination? No!? While visiting Dan Hamelberg’s magnificent 
library, I saw a 1925 deluxe leather-bound edition of "Early Quarters..." that 
was inscribed thus: "To B. Max Mehl, Fort Worth, Texas - with kind regards, 
Ard W. Browning, Central Islip, L.I., N.Y. (dated) Sep. 18, 1926". Looking for 
clues to the life of a man who wrote only one book (described by Walter 
Breen as "the most perfect book on numismatics ever written on the first try") 
has led into many blind alleys. Can anyone furnish new leads? 

Have you read Dave Bowers’ book on that deliciously nasty beverage 
called "Moxie"? Being a New Englander by birth, I remember that sharp 
flavor and Dave’s words and pictures brought back many memories. How 
many different subjects has the prolific Mr. Bowers researched? 

Along the line of "did you know what else they wrote?", have you 
chess players ever read Fred Reinfeld’s masterfully written books on the game. 
As one reviewer from The New York Times said, "A man of letters..a 
sympathetic analyst of human quality". His first book on coins, "Coinometry", 
covered the history of American coinage and was an immediate success (1952). 

Elvira Clain-Stefanelli is a preeminent numismaticologist (how’s that 
for a word!), and she has prepared bibliographies of practically all of the 
works in the field, but how many of you can name over twenty women who 
have been authors of books relating to numismatics? There are no answers to 
this quiz because I honestly forget if Marion, Shirley or Frances is a masculine 
or feminine appellation. Which is the feminine and which is the masculine of 
the name Karel and Sidney (Sydney)? Is there a formula for all of this? 

Do you know how many numismatic items depict an elephant? Ask 
Jerry Porter as he is coming close to the answer. His book will show a myriad 
of coins, medals, tokens, etc. with the noble animal featured as a device. 
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How many of you pronounce Chet Krause’s name as if it had no "e" 
at the end? Cliff Mishler tells me that in order to differentiate it from the 
many people in Wisconsin named Kraus, (no "e") Chet’s name should be 
pronounced "Kraus-ee." If you forget, just call him Chet. He will like that! 

(Answer: The first issue of "The Asylum" was published Summer of 
1980 by co-founders George Kolbe and Jack Collins. It contained articles by 
George Kolbe, Jack Collins, John W. Adams, and Q. David Bowers.) 

The "purple prose" that comes today as an adjunct to much of 
numismatic writings can be attributed to the fact that many early writers were 
very succinct in their writings and descriptions. Is there a candidate for the 
most terse description of a coin in a catalogue. Nominations will be accepted 
by the editor and featured in this column at a later date. Your columnist must 
be excepted from this list. 

I hope that you will send along tidbits that might be included in this 
column for future issues and that your collection of numismatic literature will 
bear the "golden fruit" that comes to all who research through books. 


A.N.A. CONVENTION REPORT 
Frank Van Zandt 


Board Meeting 


Members present - Rubin, Homren, Van Zandt, Davis, Hodder, Lake, Orosz 
and, Sullivan; absent: Champa. Business discussed included: 


1) Armand Champa Awards to George Fuld and Frank Katen were 
approved; Aaron Feldman Award to Charles Davis previously approved. 


2) The Secretary-Treasurer and the Editor only will have access to the 
complete membership list. Board members will have a list of member’s 
names and states of residence only. 


3) Dues for all members will be on an annual basis with notices included in 
the last issue of The Asylum. Members delinquent after the first issue of the 
subsequent year will be dropped. 

4) A motion was approved to set dues for YNs at $15.00. 


5) A policy for returned checks making the member responsible for bank 
charged was approved. 
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6) A motion was approved encouraging reviews of currently published titles. 
7) A committee will be established to select a club logo. 
8) Joel Orosz was appointed to the position of Club Historian. 


9) The name and state of residence of each new member will be printed in 
The Asylum. 


10) The Treasurer reported that as of July 15, 1993, the balance in the 
Society’s [now interest bearing!] account was $8,887.08. 


N.B.S. General Meeting 


The general meeting of the Numismatic Bibliomania Society was called 
to order by President Scott Rubin with approximately 100 members and guests 
in attendance. For the first time in anyone’s memory, all of the nine officers 
and board members were present. As has been the custom, each member rose 
and identified his or herself and spoke on his or her collecting interests. 

The lead speaker, George Fuld, was unable to attend, but he had sent 
his talk in advance, and it was read to the group by Barry Tayman. A tran- 
scription of this talk appears elsewhere in this issue. 

Scott Rubin announced that the A.N.A. had selected The Asylum as the 
"Outstanding Specialty Numismatic Publication,” and that Charles Davis had 
received an award from Robert Leuver that morning on behalf of the Society. 
For the record, the TAMS and John Reich Society Journals were awarded 
second and third places respectively. Armand Champa then presented The 
Armand Champa Award to both George Fuld and Frank Katen. Scott Rubin 
presented the Aaron Feldman Award to Charles Davis. 

The meeting was then opened to the floor where the progress of several 
new books, including a work on American Colonials to be published by the 
A.N.S. was discussed. John Ford regaled the group with his story of the 
problems encountered in obtaining a perfect Stacks catalogue through the 
mails. The desired result was not obtained until Martin Gengerke slabbed a 
copy and gave it to Ford, who proudly displayed it. [Subsequently, Ford asked 
Charles Davis to include it in a subsequent mail bid sale with all proceeds to 
the Bibliomania Society ... Thank you JJF!] . 

Rubin then encouraged the holding of local meetings, asking for 
members who would be willing to chair them in their areas to contact him. 
Wayne Homren noted that there will be a meeting in Pittsburgh at the P.A.N. 
Convention October 16. 
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT 


At the present time, we have 308 members in good standing. New members 
who have joined since the last issue. 


David Alexander, New York Don Groves, New York 

Keith Bellman, Ohio : Herbert Millington, Connecticut 
Timothy Biga, Nebraska Owen Smith, Texas 

Tony Carlotto, Massachusetts Bill Swager, Michigan 

Whaden Curtis, New York Douglas Winter, Texas 

Dave Fluss, New York Kent Wright, Maryiand 


AN ATTRIBUTION GUIDE FOR "SHELDONS" 
John Kraljevich, Jr., NLG 


I must be a maniac .. a bibliomaniac. I am the only person alive who, 
when asked what he collects, says Sheldon varieties and doesn’t mean large 
cents! I collect books by variety. I have eight (8) copies of Sheldon’s books. - 
two 1949 editions, one 1958 edition. two 1965 editions, a 1976 edition, a 1981 
edition, and a 1990 edition. What lead me to create this veritable hoard of 
Penny Whimsys was the chance to exhibit literature at the A.N.A. Convention 
and compete with three other exhibitors. I displayed°all the editions of 
Sheldon telling their differences, from minute details to major problems. In 
the following I will enumerate the varieties that I know of, with tidbits of 
interesting information thrown in for good measure. One problem I ran into 
when writing this article was how to number them. "S"and a number is taken. 
"K" and a number is taken. So I will use the book’s title in abbreviated form: 

EAC-1: This is the 1949 Early American Cents, the first time Sheldon’s 
corpus on the big pennies was printed. Early American Cents was printed in 
a run of 2500 copies by Harper and Brothers. This company will have become 
Harper and Row by the time this work is revised in 1965. On the title page 
of this work, Sheldon notes collaboration by H. K. Downing and M. H. 
Sheldon. Downing was the same Homer Downing whose awesome collection 
of large cents was sold in the 1952 A.N.A. sale. M. H. Sheldon was not as 
well known, even though his (their) work was. M. H. stood for "My Hands," 
the same hands that typed the long manuscripts to this and Dr. Sheldon’s 
works on physiology. Dr. Sheldon’s odd sense of humor appears again in the 
preface when he remarks "Horatio and Hazard Sheldon assisted with spirit.” 
Horatio and Hazard were the doctor’s two typewriters. 
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The plates in Early American Cents are remarkable for a few reasons. 
These plates are the best of the "original" printings of Sheldon and would not 
be surpassed until the Quarterman reprints. These plates were also some of 
the last to be produced by the collotype process. This work and M. H. 
Bolender’s 1950 opus on silver dollars were the last two books on American 
numismatics to use this type of plates. Collotypes produce a higher definition 
using a continual tone. Their later counterparts, halftones, break the image 
into “dots" which are all one sees when using a magnifying glass. Collotypes 
are more expensive to produce than halftones, which is probably part of the 
reason there was no price increase when Penny Whimsy was printed almost ten 
years later using halftones. Both Early American Cents and Penny Whimsy 
were published at $10. The jacket featured 1793 obverse 4 on the front 
(obverse?) and reverse 3 of the same year on the spine. The colors are the 
same as the 1958 edition, cream and maroon. On the spine of the cloth 
boards, a Liberty Cap design is embossed in gilt.. EAC is still relatively easy 
to find, but nice copies with clean dustjackets are tough. 

PW-1: The first edition of Penny Whimsy was introduced by Harper in 
1958 as a revision of Early American Cents. Dr. Sheldon, working with new 
co-authors Walter Breen and Dorothy Paschal, improved the text by including 
a new preface, typographical corrections, a table of new die state discoveries, 
and an update of basal values and condition censuses. The plates also 
changed when the 1958 edition rolled around. The new plates are halftones, 
as are all to follow in subsequent editions. The 1958 edition was issued for 
John Ford’s Numisco series as stated on the title page. 

The 1958 edition seems scarcer than subsequent printings. It is pretty 
tough to find in crisp condition. The dustjacket retains similar colors as EAC, 
a cream background, a maroon stripe across the center of the dustjacket, and 
maroon lettering, but depicts a different coin --1794 obverse 3 on the front 
and 1794 reverse B on the spine. On the spine of the book, a Draped Bust 
design is stamped in gilt. 

The 1965 edition really isn’t an edition at all. With mere typographical 
corrections from 1958, it is really more of a second printing. The dustjacket 
is nearly the same, reflecting the changing of the publisher’s name from 
Harper to Harper & Row. (Mr. Row had joined the establishment since 1958.) 
The plates are the same. The text is virtually the same. The major interest 
in the common 1965 printing is the error. Most people don’t know there even 
was an error. I know John Ford knows. It turns out that the people at 
Harper and Row forgot to change the title page completely for the new 
printing. The 1965 printing was issued for Krause Publications "from the Coin 
Collector’s Capital, Iola, Wisconsin." They noted the change at the end of the 
paragraph on the title page. But the paragraph started with the announcement 
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that it was printed for John 
Ford’s Numisco series. Most of 
the copies I have seen have both 
statements showing. Some, 
however, have the John Ford 
imprint markered out. Some 
have the same part covered with 
a factory bookplate. I have seen 
one (in the Kraljevich collection) 
that has the entry markered out 
and covered with a white label. 
You could very easily miss it if 
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Messrs. Harper & Row 


Publishers, New York, regret that a reprint of 
Penny Whimsy by Dr. William H. Sheldon. 
printed for Krause Publications, lola, Wiscon- 
sin, carried on the copyright page, through 
error, three lines from the origincl edition 
carrying the imprint of the John J. Ford, Jr. 
Numisco Series, Rockville Centre, N. Y. Be- 
cause of their high regard both for the author 
and Mr. Ford, the publishers regret that this 
inaccuracy appears in the reprint of this 
standard numismatic work. 


you weren’t looking for it. In the 
August 1965 issue of The 
Numismatist Harper and Row 
apologizes to John Ford and Dr. Sheldon. 

PW-2: The edition showing both errors. This is the commonest by far. 
All of the A.N.A. Library copies are this variety, and most that I have seen 
elsewhere are likewise. 

PW-3: The edition with the Ford imprint simply crossed out in marker is 
very scarce. I do not own one, nor have I seen one, but I have been informed 
by a trustworthy source of their existence. 

BWA Sc The. Caution pes ares apa ahaa cok tea ceth oad 
with factory bookplate is =< 3+ 2: : 
scarce, it not irdeto This Book Property O 
as PW-3 or PW-5. The 2250265 Ny fgets. 
plate is blue printed with —/Vame om 


G 


black ink. oS 
PW-5: The edition | 
with the white label 


pasted over the markcu 
out imprint may be a post-production alteration. If not, it is very scarce. 
PW-6: In 1976, Quarterman Publications, with Dr. Sheldon’s assistance, 
produced a high quality reprint of Penny Whimsy. The plates are sharper than 
the original editions, there are typographical, and, more importantly, 
numerous textual changes. For instance, earlier and later versions note that 
the diagnostic for S-134 is that the "E touches the hair.". The Quarterman 
edition corrected that to "E almost touches the hair." 
This edition is common which is to be expected for Quarterman’s all-time 
best seller. The dustjacket is white, with Penny Whimsy emblazoned at the 
top, and "William H. Sheldon" directly below. Below that is a 3x illustration 
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of a 1794 cent obverse. (No, I didn’t attribute it!) Inside the dustjacket is a 
list of other Quarterman publications. The book has cream hard covers. 

PW-7: The 1981 printing is the same as above but distinguished by a) 
green hard covers, b) no list inside the dustjacket, c) the frontis of Dr. 
Sheldon, d) thicker paper. During his lifetime, Dr. Sheldon did not want a 
portrait of himself in the book; after his death, one was included. The 1981 
printing is slightly scarcer than the 1976 printing. 

PW-8: You knew it was coming. In 1990, Durst produced a reprint for 
the masses, cheaper than the other editions, and widely available. The book 
was introduced with a $50.00 price tag, but it can be had for under $35. Tan 
leatherette with no dustjacket, it bears on the cover an odd looking line 
drawing style representation of the liberty cap design. On the spine Ms. 
Paschal’s name is misspelled Pascal. It was reprinted from the 1965 edition 
which means it does not include the factual corrections made in 1976. The 
plates are of low quality, and taking a glass to them is as good as looking at 
your coffee table. There are some good things. The introduction by Denis 
(misspelled "Dennis") Loring is good. The Appendices discuss the new NC 
discoveries with low grade photos, and there is a list of suggested reading. It 
is still in print and, therefore, neither scarce, nor tough to find in top quality. 
If you would like a low grade example, you might have to look a little bit. 

NC-1: (Not Comparable-1): United States Large Cents 1793-1814, William 
Noyes, 1991. This work is a pictorial attribution guide with a new, sometimes 
controversial, condition census and abbreviated text from Penny Whimsy. I 
would not consider this an edition of Sheldon as the best parts, the 
Introduction, Epilogue, and casual discussion of the varieties are not present. 
Noyes is published neither with the intent nor in the tradition of Sheldon. 

The emission sequence appears to be: EAC-1, Pw-1, PW-2, Pw-3, PW-5, PW- 
4, pw-6, PwW-7, Pw-8, NC-1. There are no known die states. The scarcity 
sequence appears to be (from commonest down): pw-8, NC-1, Pw-2, PW-6, PW- 
7, EAC-1, Pw-1, PW-4, PwW-3, AND PW-5. 


FROM THE EDITOR 


1 Readers of the American Numismatic Society’s Museum Notes 3-4, 
recently received, will note a paper "The Virginia Happy While United 
Medal,” by John Adams. Our Society is honored to see the A.N.S. publish 
this outstanding study as Adams had originally presented it at the 1992 A.N.A. 
Convention during the N.B.S. sponsored Numismatic Literature Symposium 
as an example of how obscure reference sources, in this case The Papers of 
Thomas Jefferson, can solve a numismatic mystery. 
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1 Reviewing the 1947 A.N.A. auction catalogue, we were surprised to see 
the following from Abe Kosoff at the top of the Sheraton Coin Collection 
consignment. "Dr William H. Sheldon, in collaboration with Homer Downing 
has prepared a text which the NUMISMATIC GALLERY will proudly publish in 
the near future." As we know, when Early American Cents was finally 
published in 1949, it was Harper Brothers rather than Numismatic Gallery 
whose name was on the spine. Sheldon and Kosoff seemed an unlikely duo, 
and we wonder how close this joint effort came to fruition. 


{Terry Stahurski writes: 
I ran across this handbill in a 
batch of old papers I recently 
obtained. You might want to 
publish it in The Asylum to 
determine if anyone has seen 
a copy of "The Collector and 
Dealers Guide". This guide 
would be a real treasure trove 
of information, considering 


COLASBUTORME 2. 
DEARERS!! 


IN PREPARATION. To be published about Sept. ist, 1886. 


"THE COLLECTORS’ & DEALERS qUIDE.” 


{t will contain the names and addresses of at least 1000 Collectors of all 
kinds of Curios, including Cuins, Stamps, Minerals, Eggs, Insects. Auto- 
graphs, Etc., Ete. 


it’s from such an out-of-the- 
way place. Seven Mile is 
located seven miles 
(surprise!) north of Hamilton 
Ohio in Butler county, which 
borders Hamilton county 
(Cincinnati’s county). Also, I 
could not locate B. W. 
Kumler in Martin Gengerke’s 
book, nor could I find him in 
my 1889 Ohio Dun and 
Bradstreet. Perhaps someone 
in the N.B.S. ranks has heard 
of Mr. Kumler or his guide? 


1 We felt that Coin World must have been awfully desperate for copy 


It will also contain several pages of valuable information relating to those 
subjects, besides the advertisements of leading dealers. 
This will be the most valuable work of the kind ever published, and all 
Collectors and Dealera should secure a copy at once. 
GERMS. 
Collector's name, business and address will be inserted for five cente, 
(eilver). 
Those who send fifty cents in advance for a copy of the book, will hare 
their name inserted free. 
ABVERTISING RAGES. 
5 Cents per Line; 40 Cents per Inch; $1.50 per half column; £2.50 per 
column: 35.00 per page. Size of Book 6 by 9 inches. 
Names and advertisements must be in by Sept. Ist. - 
Send money by Registered Letter, or Postal Note on Hamilton. Ohio. 
Appress, B: W. KUMLER, 
SEVEN MILE, BUTLER CO., OHIO. 


——————— 

PUBLISHERS NOTICE! Publishers inserting this and above 
will receive same space in Tux Gurx, and also copy of book sree. Send 
Marked Copy. 


when they gave space to the following letter in a recent issue. "In response 
to Michael Hodder’s letter - duty to preserve (custodians) coins that are in 
your possession - I totally disagree. If you have the money to buy coins, 
whether inexpensive or the King of Siam set, they are yours to do with what 
you want. If you want to destroy these coins by fire etc; that is your privilege. 
(signed) Jules J. Bloch." This letter was transcribed (sic) or perhaps (sick!) 
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We feel Coin World has certainly gone beyond their duty of reporting both 
sides of a story by giving any credibility to this opinion. We prefer the oft 
quoted "Be careful of the unique pieces ye collectors, for you will be held to 
strict accountability by the numismatists of the world should you carelessly 
suffer them to be lost." Incidentally, some readers may recognize Mr Bloch 
as an ex-N.B.S. member who resigned in a huff several years ago when he 
suspected dealers were actually making a profit on books they sold him. 


1 We received the following letter from Joel Orosz in February and 
neglected to publish its contents in the last number. "Your columnist has been 
informed that he made an error in this space last issue when he stated that he 
was the first to discover the du Simitiére sale in 1985. That honor, in fact, 
belongs to Eric Newman who mentioned that sale on page 27 of his definitive 
work The Early Paper Money of America, 1976 (Bicentennial Edition). Your 
columnist regrets the error." 


1 Has anyone noticed, or does anyone care about the inconsistency of the 
spelling of the island from which came our first American colonial coins. The 
Guide Book seems to be the worst offender using three different spellings in 
its introductory passage on page 15. The heading reads SOMMER Islands; the 
third paragraph begins "The Islands were name for Sir George SOMMERS," 
while the fourth paragraph notes "When SOMER and his party arrived ... We 
do not choose to argue which is the correct, but can we not standardize, at 
least in the same book, whether its is Sommer, Somer, or Sommers? 


1 The disparity in mind set between the Numismatic Literary Guild and 
the Numismatic Bibliomania Society was aptly demonstrated at this year’s 
N.L.G. Bash in Baltimore. As plaques were being presented to each of the 
ten judges who had to decide on no fewer than 40 additional awards (the only 
one who we felt should have received.an award but was shunned was the 
plaque maker), we noticed that not one of these critical authorities, nor any 
of the other principals of this self rewarding organization was an N.B.S. 
member. As we wondered how "Book of the Year," the work "having the 
greatest potential impact on numismatics" could be awarded for a Third 
Edition of anything, (Van Allan & Mallis), we recalled that this group also 
gave John Highfill a special award for his brick last year. 


1 Not withstanding our comments above, we are pleased to report that 
George Kolbe received a special commendation from the N.L.G. for his effort 
in cataloguing the Dennis Mendelson Library! Congratulations to George 
whose cataloguing and publishing have long been ignored by that group. 
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John Ford displays the slapped Stacks catalogue to the amusement of 
George Kolbe, John Adams, and Dennis Kroh 
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FUNCTION, ASSOCIATES 


17th 
NUMISMATIC 
LITERATURE 

MAIL BID SALE 


DON’T LET TIME RUN OUT ON YOU !! 


At 9:00 P.M. on Saturday, November 13, 1993, bidding will 
close on Part Two of the Mark Greengold and Jamie Rose 
Libraries sale being conducted by Function Associates. 

Over one thousand lots of exceptional and rare numismatic 
books, auction catalogs, fixed price lists, periodicals and 
reference material are being offered for your bidding pleasure. 

The earliest chroniclers of coin and medal history are featured, 
as well as many of the more modern catalogers and authors. 
The broad spectrum of numismatics is well-represented in the 
large-format catalogue. 

Whatever your collecting interests, participation in this sale will 
afford you an opportunity to build or enhance a fine numismatic 
reference library. 


NBS members may request a complimentary copy. 


Send your name and address to: 


FRED L. LAKE - FUNCTION ASSOCIATES 
6822 22nd Avenue North - Suite 218 
St. Petersburg, FL 33710 
(813) 343-8055 Fax: (813) 381-6822 


Member. NBS, NLG, ANA, ANS, EAC, FUN 
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The Money Tree 
@ 1260 Smith Court 
Rocky River, OH 44116 
Office: (216) 333-3444 
Fax: (216) 333-4463 


Instead of 
"Buy the book, before you buy the coin" 


Change it to 
"Contact The Money Tree before 
You buy the book before you buy the coin." 


The Money Tree 


Dealers in Important and Rare 
Numismatic Literature 
We Buy, Sell, and Auction Worthwhile 
Collections and Libraries 


Myron Xenos and Ken Lowe 
Members: ANA, NLG, NBS, ANS, EAC 
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BOOKS 


current, out-of-print, antiquarian, fine editions 


CATALOGS 


auction catalogs, price lists 


PERIODICALS 


journals, dealer publications 


are regularly offered in our catalogs. 


We try to be the major North American source for books related to 
British numismatics. We have also begun publishing specialized 
references. Our update and reprint of Dalton and Hamer’s reference on 
18th Century British trade tokens was nominated for the 1991 I.A.P.N. 
Book of the Year award. 


We specialize in British coins and tokens and ancient Greek and Roman 
coins. We also handle books related to ancient coins andclassical 
European numismatics. 


We are interested in purchasing books, catalogs and periodicals related 
to these series. 


Our coin catalogs discuss the background and history of the coins we 
sell. Catalogs are available for $15 per year or $2 for a sample copy. 


“Davissons 
Ltd. 
Allan and Marnie Davisson 


Cold Spring, MN 56320 
(612) 685-3835 
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upport for the hobby from 


to the hobby. Ours is the 
arg t thorough listing of shows 
anywhere! 

Enthusiastic collectors, dealers, clus and show 
promoters avoid show conflicts and plan their travel 
with this user-friendly directory. 

Here’s what one reader had to say: “Thank you 
for supporting the collector by continuing to publish the 
coin show schedule at no cost to coin clubs. To charge a fee for this 
service could be cost prohibitive to small clubs which sponsor coin 
shows and would deprive collectors from the information.” 

— Michael M. Greenspan, Newark, NJ. — 

That’s not all! Twice a year our free Show & Auction Guide delivers valuable 
long-range planning information, up to a year in 
advance, in a handy pullout format. 

NUMISMATIC NEWS is ready and willing 
to spread the word about your show. We 
sincerely encourage free show listings as 
one more way to help the hobby. 

Thousands of active hobbyists benefit 
from the service. Plus, subscribers also 
receive a free yearly club guide. Joining 
a club is an excellent way to learn more 
about your collecting specialty. 

Be sure you don’t miss a single issue. 


1/2-year (26 issues) of 
NUMISMATIC NEWS for only $9.95. 
Cail toll-free 1-800-258-0929 today! 


num smat MARKET chews 


700 E. State St., lola, WI 54990-0001 


Mass 


AS WEE 
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Now Available 


American Numismatic Literature 
edited by Charles Davis 


American Numismatic Literature is a compilation of extracts from 
over 100 auction sales of numismatic literature coupled with the editor’s 
observations as to numismatic quality, utility, and rarity. Over 3,500 
listings and 1,200 titles important for American numismatic research 
including standard references, monographs, periodicals, and sale catalogues 
are listed with our notes of numismatic merit, quality of production, 
binding or textual variants, or bits of related numismatic lore. And for 
plated catalogues, we have reported coins depicted on photographic plates. 
The book is 8%x11" format, 230 pages and has been published by 
Quarterman. The following unsolicited comments were received from 
individuals who paid full price for their books. 


"I was truly impressed by the depth of information provided, mostly 
importantly, your research notes." ... Rick Bagg 


"What a great work. When it arrived, I stopped everything and spent an 
hour or more looking through it." ... Q. David Bowers 


"I appreciate the marginal notes. They’re priceless. This is a book I have 
needed for years, even though I did not know it. The information on 
variants, re-prints, and contents is more than extremely useful. For me, 
it is indispensable." ... Michael Hodder 


"I congratulate you on amassing and refining numismatic literature into a 
scholarly and fascinating commentary, a permanent contribution to 
numismatic knowledge." ... Eric Newman 


Offered only by the undersigned 


e Black cloth, 500 copies $85.00 
e Half leather, marbled endpapers, slightly larger paper, bound by 
Alan Grace, limited to 35 numbered copies $225.00 


CHARLES DAVIS 
P.O. Box 547 
Wenham, MA 01984 
Fax: (508) 468-7893 Tel: (S08) 468-2933 
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FINE 
NUMISMATIC 
BOOKS 
ANY LANGUAGE 
ANY PERIOD | 


ALWAYS WANTED 


SPINK & SON LTD. 5, 6 & 7 KING STREET, ST JAMES’S, LONDON SW1Y 6QS. 
TEL: 071-930 7888. FAX: 071-839 4853. TELEX: 916711. 
English Paintings and Watercolours - Silver, Jewellery and Paperweights 
Oriental, Asian and Islamic Art - Textiles - Medals - Coins - Bullion - Banknotes 


The Joe Der Library 


We are pleased to announce the Oct 30, 1993 Mail Bid Sale of the library of the 
Montreal numismatist Joe Der. The interesting and diverse library truly has 
something for everyone. Antiquarian books printed before 1867; near 150 
volumes including three major works by Van Loon; Van Mieris with a never 
before noticed portrait plate; the best edition of Spanheim's Dissertations with 
both portrait plates; Waillys' Elements de Paleographie. Related topics of 
ancient gems, ancient history, antiquities, archaeology, cost of arms, 
heraldry, seals, etc; 87 lots including 19th century volumes of Archaeologia 
published by the Society of Antiquities. Auction sale catalogues and price 
lists; more than 1500 hundred catalogues strong in Dutch, English, French, 
German, and Swiss sales, and including J. Schulman, Glendining's, Sotheby's, 
E. Bourgey, Hamburger, Helbing, Hess, Ars Classica, Bank Leu, Hess/Leu, etc. 
Money, Banking, Economics, and Trade: 300+ lots including the Journal of the 
Canadian Banking Association Vol 1-27, 1893-1920, 19 volumes of the U.S. 
Senate National Monetary Commission Records; U.S. Mint Reports from 1859, 
Bibliographies and Bookseller catalogues; About 50 lots. Periodicals: 50+ 
lots with complete sets of ANS Museum Notes and Numismatic Literature; 
Ancient Greek and Roman Coins; About 200 lots including Greek Coins by 
Kraay & Hirmer; Robinson's G.L. Lampson Collection,; Original edition of 
Anson's Greek Coin Types; Original ed of Imperium to Auctoritas by Grant; 
Middle Ages: 75 lots with a copy of John Walker's Arab-Byzantine and Post- 
Reform Umalyad Coins. Modern Numismatics: near 500 lots with many 
important and standard references, listed by country. United States 
Numismatics: Very fine early Redbooks and one of only six bound copies of 
the Elder sale of the Gschwend Collection; Newcomb's Cents of 1801-02-03, 
etc. Paper Money: 50+ lots. Tokens 50+ lots. Medals: 75 lots featuring a very 
fine copy of Hills Corpus of Italian Medals.... Before Cellini. Orders and 
Decorations: 50+ lots including a magnificent 4 volume set of the History of the 
Orders of Knighthood of the British Empire by Nicolas. Additionally: A good 
run of ANS Numismatic Notes and Monographs and many important specialized 
numismatic works. In all, the double column, 100 page catalogue will contain 
approximately 2000 lots. We charge no buyer's fee and our estimated values 
are realistic. No lots are reserved except for our standard 60% minimum bid 
rule. Catalogue with prices realized: $7. in No. America; $10. overseas, or 
equivalent in any foreign currency (please do not send checks unless drawn on 
a U.S. bank. 


John F. Bergman Numismatic Literature 
4223 lroquois Avenue 
Lakewood, CA 90713 USA 
Tel: 310-421-0171 Fax: 310-421-2208 
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EFTETTECECCECE CECE TCECE TC ECCCECCCC CCC CEES 
Now Available 


John W. Adams 


UNITED STATES 
NUMISMATIC LITERATURE 


Volume IT 
TWENTIETH CENTURY AUCTION CATALOGS 


420 pages, 22 plates, pictorial endsheets. Specially bound. Printed 
on acid-free paper in an edition limited to 500 numbered copies 


$135.00 postpaid 


[CALIFORNIA RESIDENTS ADD 7 3/4% SALES TAX] 


The Following Series Are Covered in Depth: 

G. C. Adams * A.N.A. Sales * Barney Bluestone 
Thomas Elder ¢ Federal Brand ¢ Ben Green ¢ William 
Hesslein * Kagin's ¢ Frank Katen ¢ A. Kosoff ¢ B. Max 

Mehl ¢ New Netherlands Coin Company ¢ Wayte 

Raymond ¢ Hans M. F. Schulman ¢ Stack's 


Part I Is DIRECTED TOWARD THE NUMISMATIC BIBLIOPHILE AND COMPRISES 
HISTORIES OF THE AUCTION FIRMS AND DETAILED LISTINGS OF THEIR 
CATALOGS WITH COMMENTS ON SALE HIGHLIGHTS AND OTHER FEATURES 


Part II Is DIRECTED TOWARD THE NUMISMATIC RESEARCHER AND CONSISTS 
OF TABLES GRADING THE CONTENT OF EACH OF THE SALES IN TWENTY-FIVE 
DIFFERENT CATEGORIES WITH A FINAL GRADE FOR OVERALL IMPORTANCE 


GEORGE FREDERICK KOLBE 


Fine Numismatic Books 
Post Office Drawer 3100 
Crestline, California 92325 USA 
Tel: [714] 338-6527 » Fax: [714] 338-6980 


SCE CSCC SCS ECS TESTU ESSE ESTEE CET CTTE CTE 
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ROLLIN ET FEUARDENT: A FINAL FAREWELL? 
George Kolbe 


Shortly after the turn of the nineteenth century, the firm Rollin entered 
the coin business. Subsequently it became Rollin et Feuardent, and, through- 
out the second half of the nineteenth and first decade of the twentieth 
century, the partnership of Charles Rollin and Félix Feuardent ruled supreme 
in France and, indeed, perhaps the entire numismatic world. The firm 
established branches in London in 1868 and in New York in 1876. Though 
most key Europeans had their own major numismatic/antiquarian house, 
Rollin et Feuardent crossed national boundaries. As the Chapmans were to 
America, Spink & Son to Great Britain, Rollin et Feuardent was to the world. 

They sold privately; they conducted auctions; they were major numismatic 
publishers. They were a force everywhere. After over a century of existence, 
they closed their doors around 1930. Of course they are still widely 
remembered and respected for their numerous important numismatic auction 
sales and their role as publishers. Many of the numismatic texts appearing 
under their aegis still remain standard numismatic reference works. Most of 
their major publications featured superb phototype plates and were written by 
the most talented French numismatists of the day. 

After six decades, the name of the firm was once again heard in the sales 
rooms of Paris. On Friday November 26, 1993, the Bibliothéque Rollin- 
Feuardent: Numismatique Archéologie et Beaux-Arts was sold at Drouot- 
Richelieu. Catalogued by the well-known French coin dealer Alain Weil, 444 
lots were offered. Various sources reported that the sale comprised from one 
third to eighty percent of the original library. Judging from what was not 
there, the former estimate is probably more accurate. But Voila! what was 
there; rare and desirable numismatic works on many topics, superb works on 
antiquities, and on and on. Though arranged in fewer than 500 lots, many 
thousands of volumes were to be sold. 

The catalogue featured, under the heading VERY IMPORTANT NOTICE, 
the following caveat: 

The Rollin and Feuardent library has been used by professionals for more 
than a century where certain of its works are concerned. Since the end of World 
War II, the books have no longer been consulted and are covered with dust. 
There factors explain the present state of the books, which shows traces of wear 
and dust. The buyers should therefore know that the lots proposed are only in fair 
condition. This remark will not be repeated with each description. Given this 
warning as well as the fact that the books will be on public view before the sale, 
it will not be possible to take into consideration any complaint concerning the 
condition of the lots. Nevertheless, when this condition has seemed either very 
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inferior or very superior to the general state of these professional books, this has 
been noted in the description. 

Certainly many of the books were dusty and dirty. One’s hands needed 
continual washing and, at the end of the day, a handkerchief would provide 
a growing medium for most any plant. In truth, however, the wear was mostly 
minor, often minimal, and the bindings could easily be cleaned. Generally, 
the volumes were internally in superb state. The bindings were mostly of a 
quality one comes to expect from the talented French relieurs of the day: 
polished morocco, gilt-decorated calf, superb marbled endsheets, gilt pages, 
et al. 

Monsieur Weil spent six months of weekends cataloguing the library. 
Generally his estimate were nominal and many lots were comprised of as 
many as fifty or one hundred volumes. What gems were to be found in these 
large lots! Given the disclaimer concerning condition, the low estimates and 
the number of large lots with brief descriptions, it was incumbent for 
interested parties to attend this sale. And attend they did. 

The sale was scheduled to start at 11:00AM, and the doors of Drouot 
opened at 11:00. By 10:45 a small crowd had gathered. At 11:00 several 
hundred people were waiting outside. Fortunately a number of sales were to 
be held that day and escalators carried sale attendees to upper or lower levels 
of the cavernous Drouot building. The book auction was held in sale room 
11 on a lower level. There were three rows of tables and chairs facing the 
rostrum followed by several rows of chairs, and at the rear of the room, a 
large open area. When the sale began, it was Standing Room Only, and 
perhaps a hundred or more people were in the room. 

With centuries of experience, Drouot personnel know how to run an 
auction. At the head table was an impeccably attired auctioneer with a full 
compliment of clerks, flanked by Alan Weil and a helper. Spotters were 
stationed at the front of the room, and as each lot was being sold, it was also 
shown by the Drouot staff. The books thus could be, and were examined, 
during the course of the sale. The pace was a somewhat leisurely 80-100 lots 
per hour. For non-Francophiles, the translating of French numbers to 
English, francs to dollars, and above all, endeavoring to be correct, took every 
spare second of time. When the initial lot was purchased, identification and 
method of payment was immediately requested. 

Any list of sale highlights depends of course on one’s perspective, and 
there were so many important works in this sale that the following 
commentary is sketchy at best. The sale started off with OUVRAGES 
GENERAUX ET REVUES. Lot 12 comprised the 1557 first edition of Hubert 
Goltz’s work on the effigies of the Roman emperors featuring superb 
chiaroscuro plates of coins colored in "bistre et vert or deux tons de bistre." 
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Estimated at 4,000/5,000 French francs, it started at 4,000 and sold for 10,000 
francs ($1,700), with an additional premium of 9.45% being added to the 
purchase price of all lots. The "Revues" or numismatic periodicals were off 
to a fast start with lot 18, the first series of the Numismatic Chronicle, 1838- 
1858 bringing 16,000 francs on a 3,000/4,000 estimate. The second series, 
1861-1880, missing one volume, brought 11,000 and a long run from 1881 to 
1936 sold for 32,000 francs. 

Lot 21 comprised a fascinating series of "Ordonnances, Edits, Tarifs ..." 
Often termed "Coin Books" in English, these illustrated merchant’s guides list 
the value of European coins in circulation at their time of publication. Several 
very rare late fifteenth and early sixteenth century works were included in this 
lot, a few of which listed coins unknown to present-day numismatists. At 
21,000 francs, the lot brought over ten times estimate but was probably still a 
bargain. Six large runs of Revue Numismatique brought strong prices. 

In the MONNAIES GRECQUES section, a complete set of eighteen Ars 
Classica sales brought slightly above estimate at 13,000 francs. A good 
example of the importance of examining lots was provided by N%38, the 
Inventaire sommaire de la collection Waddington by Ernest Babelon. Though 
described as "trés bon état," words do not convey the magnificence of this 
volume. Certainly it is one of the finest, if not the finest, copy to survive of 
this very rare book. It started at 600 and brought 7800 francs, a very high 
price - yet the winner bidder was a dealer buying for resale! A few lots later, 
one of the highlights of this or of any sale appeared, a unique manuscript on 
ancient Greek coins by the English numismatist Maximillian Borrell. Eleven 
volumes, comprising several thousand pages of finely written text were 
superbly bound in full red morocco, decorated in gilt. Arranged by city of 
issue or ruler, the last four volumes comprised a detailed index to the first 
seven. The author was a most accomplished scholar, citing the ancient 
historians and numismatic authors from Goltz to Madden with equal ease. 
Bidding started at 5,000 and ended at 36,000, a quite reasonable amount when 
one considers that it is one of the most important unpublished numismatic 
manuscripts ever to cross the auction block. 

A complete twenty-nine volume set of A Catalogue of Greek Coins in the 
British Museum, broken into two lots, brought a total of 18,500 francs. Some 
of the later volumes suffered mostly minor water damage to the covers, but 
internally it was a fine set and the overall price seems quite reasonable. 
Unfortunately it sold to two different bidders. Paruck’s classic and very rare 
1924 work on Sassanian coins brought an amazing 8,000 francs, a tribute to its 
superb condition. The famous Svoronos trio on the Ptolemies, Athens, and 
Crete brought 8,200, 11,000, and 4,500 francs respectively. 
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Works on MONNAIES ROMAINES were rather modest in number though 
several standard texts were sold. Baron d’Ailly’s classic four volume work, 
published from 1864 to 1869, sold for 5,200 francs on a 2,000 top estimate. 
A heavily annotated set of the second edition of Cohen brought 5,500, and lot 
110, an attractive set of the rare four volume mid-eighteenth century work by 
Muselli, featuring superbly engraved coin plates, garnered a rather reasonable 
6,000 francs. 

The section of MONNAIES BYZANTINES, CELTES ET AUTRES, featured 
another superb manuscript, this time written by Jacobo Boissart in 1572! 
Numismatic manuscripts of this era are of extreme rarity. A scholar and 
author of "plusieurs ouvrages savants," Boissart graced this diminutive late 
Renaissance volume of 244 pages with attractive ink drawings of coins. An 
enlargement comprised the cover design of the sale catalogue. It too brought 
36,000 francs sharing honors for the highest price with the Borrell manuscript. 
Had either of these lots sold cheaply, there is a good chance that they would 
have been pre-empted by the Bibliothéque Nationale. Michel Amandry, 
curator of numismatics, did attend the sale and acquired several lots in this 
manner. French law allows this institution to acquire any lots desired for its 
collections by announcing such intent at the close of bidding. The item is then 
acquired by the Bibliothéque Nationale at the actual sale price. Not 
altogether an unfair system although the buyer of record for a few brief 
seconds might disagree. A more troubling aspect of French law, however, 
requires that export licenses be obtained for manuscripts. The American and 
Italian purchasers of the two manuscripts in question may be forced to wait 
several months before a license is approved, and it is possible that removal 
from France could be denied. 

Lot 123, a set of Eckhel’s monumental Doctrina numorum veterum, in. the 
original boards, sold for 7,000 francs. A most attractive set of the 1642 Opera 
Omnia, comprising Hubert Goltz’s five major works on ancient Roman coins 
in a collected edition brought 18,000 francs. Another classic set, Pellerin’s 
Recueil de médailles ended up at 12,000 francs on a 10,000 estimate. Works 
on Monnaies FRANCAISES ET FEODALES comprised forty-five lots and brought 
generally strong prices. 

Lots 191 to 364 were devoted to MONNAIES ETRANGERES with some 
rather unusual items popping up in the catchall category of "Foreign Coins." 
A superbly bound set of Chaudoir’s classic three volume work on Russian 
coins brought 6,000 francs, over double its normal price, on a 1,000/1,300 franc 
estimate. Delgado’s 1871-1876 four volume Nuevo metodo de classification de 
las Medallas autonomas de Espana, handsomely bound in vellum and estimated 
at 10,000/15,000 francs sold for a modest 2,400. 
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Lot 219 comprised Henry Chapman’s 1921 Jenks sale "sans reliure mais 
complet’ (not bound but complete). The plates were described as "XLIII pl. 
séparées (43 loose plates). Since Jenks sales always come with the plates 
bound in following the text, one might reasonably assume that these plates 
were the poorly-executed halftone reprints which are often found loosely laid 
in bound copies of the Jenks text. Not so. The text volume had never been 
bound, the plates were loose and not overprinted, there were 43 of them, and 
they were the original photographic plates. Given Rollin and Feuardent’s 
prominence as international coin dealers, and the time required to send mail 
by ship, the quickest way in 1921, it is reasonable to assume that Henry 
Chapman sent the firm an "advance copy" before binding and plate 
overprinting to allow the firm enough time to formulate its bids. 
Unfortunately, the chance of discovering an unknown forty-third Jenks plate 
evaporated when it became clear that Chapman had inadvertently sent a 
duplicate of one plate. Lot 245, plated copies of the Jewitt and Earle sales, 
though bound together in leather by Rollin and Feuardent, were doubtless 
also originally sent in this form. 

Other important works on "foreign coins" in the sale included Lavoix’s 
classic three volume work on Islamic coins at a reasonable 8,000 francs, seven 
titles on Brazilian numismatics by Julius Meile at 5,200 francs, and an 
exceptionally fine set of the three volume condensed French edition of 
Georges Michailovitch’s superb corpus of Russian coins at 19,000 francs. 

Next were MEDAILLES ET JETONS. Lot 253, Jacques de Bie’s early 1636 
work on French medals La France métallique, handsomely bound, brought 
3,500 francs. The famous 1911 Lanna sale of Renaissance medals garnered 
a very strong 7,000 francs, and the French edition of Van Loon on Dutch 
medals (this time the bindings were worn) brought 6,700 francs. 

The penultimate category was CATALOGUES, lots 283 to 264 - another 
catchall. Although this was one of the strongest categories, content-wise, in 
the entire sale, the prices do not mean much by themselves, since, more often 
than not, they were sold in lots, sometimes very large lots. Few of the buyers 
in this section will live to regret purchases made, but many will bemoan those 
that slipped by. The sale closed out with quantities of works on 
ARCHEOLOGIE ET BEAUX ARTS, and again, regrets will apply only to 
acquisitions not made. 

The total of the low estimates was 600,000 francs, and it was hoped the 
sale would gross one million. With the premium, it brought nearly 1,800,000 
francs, triple the low estimate. Bidders from throughout Europe, Great 
Britain and the United States attended. No successful bidder will ever forget 
this sale. On their bookshelves will be silent yet poignant reminders of the 
numismatic splendor that was once the house of Rollin et Feuardent. 
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THE NATIONAL UNION CATALOGUE, PRE-1956 IMPRINTS 
Charles Davis 


Numismatists who feel that their research capaibilities are stymied by lack 
of access to the libraries of the American Numismatic Society in New York 
or the American Numismatic Association in Colorado Springs should be aware 
of a most valuable tool, The National Union Catalogue, Pre-1956 Imprints. This 
publication, initiated in 1960 and completed in 1981, consists of 685 folio 
volumes in the main set, and 68 volumes in the Supplement, and is the largest 
publication in print in the world. Bound in a heavy green library buckram, it 
will be found in the reference areas of the 200 or so largest research libraries 
in the country. 

The N.U.C. is a repertory of the catalogued holdings of the Library of 
Congress, collections of major reserach libraries in the U. S. and Canada plus 
the more rarely held items in the collections of smaller and specialized 
libraries. All works that were published, in the case of books, or written, as 
manuscripts, prior to 1956 are recorded. To have been included, works must 
have been written in a language of the Latin alphabet, or if non-Latin, have 
been indexed, transliterated or Romanized by the Library of Congress. 

Those who are familiar with the Dictionary Catalogue of the Library of the 
A.N.S. published by G.K. Hall will have an inkling as to what to expect. The 
N.U.C. contains facsimiles of the library cards that were on file in the several 
hundred participating libraries with all exact duplicates eliminated. A code 
indicating the name of each library possessing works matching exactly a given 
card has been placed at the bottom of each entry. Thus the researcher 
looking for a specific reference work, catalogue, or periodical may be 
surprised to find that it exists in a nearby municipal or university library. 

In the example shown on page 9, Sylvester Crosby’s Early Coins of 
America is shown in four different versions - that with an 1873 title page, 1875, 
1878, and the 1945 R. Green reprint. The codes, which are generally a state 
designator followed by a location, tell us that Johns Hopkins (MdBJ), Boston 
Public Library (MB), and University of Miami (FMU) reported an 1873 
version, the University of Nebraska (NbU) among others held an 1875, and 
that the 1878 Estes & Lauriat version was owned by three libraries including 
the University of Michigan (MiU). While the location of a Crosby may not 
be a major event, we noticed pages of Bangs catalogues, obscure periodicals, 
and some numismatic manuscripts just waiting to be discovered and used. 

And for those interested in more recent titles, an ongoing work entitled 
simply The National Union Catalogue (post 1956) continues to be published 
with 5 year sets appearing up until 1982 in a slightly smaller bound format, 
and since 1982, dreadfully, on microfilm. 
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SCARCITY OF EARLY ISSUES OF 


THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF NUMISMATICS 
Frank Van Zandt 


The American Journal of Numismatics, published from 1866 through 1924, 
is arguably our most important American numismatic publication. Prepared 
during its first four years by the American Numismatic and Archaeological 
Society, the most sought after volume is N? III, issued in twelve monthly 
numbers from July 1868-June 1869. Its desireability stems from the inclusion 
of the first scholarily classification of any series of U.S. coins (Crosby on 1793 
cents) coupled with two actual photographic plates, one by J. N. T. Levick to 
accompany the Crosby paper, and a second by Benjamin Betts’ of the original 
1792 Mint building. Contrary to some published opinions that there were only 
100 copies of the Journal with the Betts and Levick plates, the written record 
in the Journal and in Howard Adelson’s 1958 The American Numismatic 
Society 1858-1958, indicates there were many more printed. While a full set 
of the Journals is very costly and difficult to obtain, the Adelson book has 
been generally available and is a great buy in the $40 range. 

In the Journal’s, first year, editorials mention that there were fewer than 
100 members. There was a plea at the end of the first year from the editors 
that each subscriber gain one additional subscriber. It seems that this was 
accomplished, since at the end of the second year, the periodical refers to its 
200 subscribers. However, there was the problem of collecting all the 
subscription money from its members to pay for the past year’s expenses. 
Also, of great importance in calculating the number of members is the 
promise by the editors on the first page of Volume II of the Journal, repeated 
by Adelson, page 61, that any excess funds collected would be applied toward 
illustrating the Journal and that it was hoped the Journal would become 
successful and remain as a permanent part of the society. By Volume III, the 
promised plates were included. 

There were also changes made within the society at this time which would 
have a direct impact upon the Journal. The two men with the most 
responsibility for its publication gained the leadership of the society; Charles 
Anthon became the President and Joseph Levick became the Treasurer. At 
the same time, the membership voted to retain these two on the editorial 


"While the article accompanying the photograph was signed only "B" suggesting that it 
was prepared by Bushnell as was the similarily signed "Hall Plate" in Volume IV, Society minutes, 
Volume III, page 13 note "Mr Betts exhibited a photograph of the Mint Building.” 
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committee. Anthon’s specialty in editorial work was reflected in the changes 
to the format of the Journal and Levick’s skills as a businessman were applied 
to handling the financial needs of the publication. 

Since these two gentlemen had a dedicated interest in the Journal as well 
as a great degree of control over the decision-making of the Society, it would 
stand to reason that the Society would see the most achievement in editorship, 
which would become apparent in the next two years Volume III and Volume. 
IV. During this time, it was decided (after the first two issues of Volume HI 
had been published) that they would send those numbers plus the remaining 
plated issues for Volume III free of charge to various institutions, societies, 
and literary individuals until the next billing period - in other words, one full 
year - in the hope that they would pay the annual dues and become 
permanent members. 

There was also a promotion to sell three or more copies at a considerable 
savings to subscribers in the hope that they would give the extra Journals to 
some of their acquaintances who might also share the same interests and 
would subsequently become members. The advertisement promoting this new 
"deal" was published in the very issue that contained the Levick plate. 

There is other evidence that there were more than enough copies printed 
to satisfy the membership lists. As noted by Davis in American Numismatic 
Literature (p4, note 21), the A.N.S. was still offering complete sets nearly 90 
years later with advertisements in their Numismatic Notes and Monographs. 
As the Society never reprinted these issues, it becomes obvious that there were 
more than enough to meet the demand. All these facts indicate that there 
were probably about 200 of these plated Journals printed originally, and not 
100, as some recent writers claim. 

It would be difficult to ascertain just how many of the Betts and Levick 
plated issues now exist. Both John Adams (Penny Wise, March 1979) and 
George Kolbe (Lee, Champa, Essex Institute Sale, June 1981) indicate that 42 
partial or complete sets are impounded in institutions. Adams doubts another 
30 copies of the Levick plate are available to collectors while Kolbe estimates 
the remaining number of sets at 10-20. 

Only speculation can be attempted about what happened to these plated 
issues once they left the printers and were handed out in promotions and to 
subscribers. The reader will have to draw his own conclusion about what 
happened to the issues of Volume III of the Journal, but it becomes readily 
apparent that more than 100 were printed. 

There is, without a doubt, a far rarer Journal than the one discussed 
above. A large paper edition of the first volume of the American Journal of 
Numismatics came to light from a letter sent to the secretary of the Journal 
from J. Carson Brevoort, President of the Long Island Historical Society, who 
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had received it from Frank H. Norton, then President of the A.N.S. Brevoort 
was inquiring if he could also receive Volumes II and III in matching large 
paper format as well. The existence of a large paper edition was not known 
to the general membership at that time, and in the reply to the letter, the 
editors noted that a change in presses prevented subsequent volumes from 
being issued in large format. 

[The sole large paper volume we can account for today is in the Armand Champa 
library having passed through both Sanford Durst and Cal Wilson mail bid sales 
without having been identified as anything unusual. It was only when the present 
owner placed it next to a normal Volume II that its larger size became apparent. 
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GUILLAUME BUDE 1467-1540 
Pete Smith 


The book with claims to being the first printed work on numismatics was 
published in 1514 by Guillaume Budé, a well known and respected scholar of 
his time but perhaps not at well known in numismatics. Budé, born in Paris 
January 26, 1467, was the son of Jean Budé and the former Catherine Le 
Picart. The father had succeeded his father Dreux Budé as the king’s tresorier 
des chartes, and served until 1482. He owned three manor homes near Paris 
at Villiers-sur-Marne, Yeures and Marley. 

Guillaume was one of four brothers. His name is sometimes shown in the 
Latinized form Guglielmus Budaeus with his first name occasionally shown in 
the English form as William. As the son of a wealthy and noble land owning 
family, he was offered the opportunity for an advanced education. In 1483 he 
began the study of law at Orleans. After about three years he became 
disinterested in either an education or a profession. Suffering from 
headaches and fits of anxiety, for the next five years he lived a life of leisure 
doing little of note other than enjoying the hunt. In 1491 he experienced a 
personal reformation and resumed his education in liberal studies. He read 
extensively in Greek and Latin, and was primarily self-taught as there were no 
teachers with greater knowledge. He has been described as a lawyer turned 
humanist although he never practiced law. 

Guillaume married Roberte Le Lieur in 1505, and they had twelve 
children, a fact that caused him to regret that in the early years of his 
marriage, he produced more children than books. He set about to even the 
balance. 

His first published contribution to literature was the translation of three 
of Plutarch’s treatises into Latin between 1502 and 1505. In 1508 he 
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published Annotations in XXIV Pandectarum libras (Notes on twenty four 
books of the Pandects), which were the books of legal codes. This work, an 
attack against corruption and the medieval judicial system, made a reputation 
for Budé. 

His second book, first published in 1514, was De Asse et Partibus Eius 
Libri Quingz Guillielmi Budei Parisiensis Secretari Regii (Concerning the As and 
its Parts in Five Books by Guillaume Budé of Paris, Secretary to the King). 
This is catalogued in libraries as a book on Roman coins and is considered the 
first published numismatic book. But it was much more than a book on coins 
as it contained a classic piece of scholarship. Budé attempted to determine 
the exact value of monies and measures in ancient times and their sixteenth 
century equivalents. It was another humanist book asking for an evaluation 
of wealth, social injustice, and abuses of the church. It discussed the value of 
material possessions, profane (secular) knowledge, and sacred study. 

The book is numismatic to the extent that it is a study of coins and the 
related monetary systems. It is not a collector’s guide to coins, a catalogue of 
issues, an attribution guide, or a price list. The book went through at least 
sixteen editions in Latin and other editions in translation. However, at a time 
when few people read Latin and fewer collected coins, the popularity of the 
book was based more on its scholarship and humanist philosophy. 

In 1515 Budé went to Rome on a diplomatic mission to Pope Leo X. 
Upon his return, King Francis I (1515-1547) appointed Budé as master of the 
royal library established at the Palais de Fountainbleu. Later it was relocated 
to Paris and became the Bibliothéque Nationale, the French National Library. 

In 1516, Budé began to correspond with the Dutch scholar Desiderius 
Erasmus and later with the English humanist Sir Thomas More. These three 
were leaders in the humanist movement that helped define the transition out 
of the Dark Ages and into the Renaissance. 

Bude encouraged his King to establish a trilingual college devoted to the 
study of Greek, Hebrew and Latin. In support of the position, he wrote 
Commentarii linguae Graecae (Commentaries on the Greek Language) 
published in 1529. A year later, the King established the College Royal which 
later became the College de France. Budé is not credited as founder of the 
college, but his influence in its foundation is recognized. 

Budé travelled with the royal court on various missions. He fell ill with 
fever during a visit to Normandy and died in Paris August 22, 1540. Following 
his wishes, he was buried after dark without a religious service at his parish 
church of St Nicholas-des-Champs. 

Budé wrote in Latin, a language understood only by aristocrats, scholars, 
and the clergy. His writings were criticized by Erasmus and others as being 
too flowery and overly erudite. If De Asse et Partibus ... was difficult for 
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renaissance scholars, it is probably beyond the comprehension of a current 
numismatic scholar. The work is highly collectible because of its status as the 
first numismatic book. Numismatic bibliophiles who desire the book must 
compete in the marketplace with general collectors of antiquarian books and 
with those who are familiar with Budé as an important numismatic scholar. 

Copies of the book may be found in several American libraries. The 
University of Minnesota library where I do much of my research has a copy 
in its rare book collection as well as one on microfilm. I have, however, made 
no attempt to read it. 

As an afterthought, I think it interesting that I can find adequate 
biographical information about a sixteenth century French author, but I cannot 
do a biography on Ard Browning, one of several nineteenth or twentieth 
century numismatic authors whose life record is incomplete. I believe the 
information is out there, but has not been found or disseminated yet. Most 
original biographical research must be done in the public records of the 
communities where the subject lived. Only a limited amount of research can 
be done without travel. 


Opps & ENDPAPERS 
Fred Lake 


If Samuel Johnson said, "No man but a blockhead ever wrote except for 
money,” what does that make a man who writes about money? Or, for that 
matter, what does it make the man who writes about books about money? No 
need to answer, it is just something that I ponder from time to time. 

B. Max Mehl once discussed a letter from one of his customers in which 
the correspondent noted that in his city’s directory he found the following 
surnames: Catchpenny, Crown, Farthing, Mark, Money, Penny, Pound, and 
Sterling. In order to put your spare time to good use, why not research your 
telephone book and send in candidates’ names for the most unusual last name 
that has a relation to coinage. Are there any Mr. Dollars out there? 

Here’s a little test for you. Please define the following 


1. Bibliophile 2. Bibliomania 3. Bibliopole 
4. Bibliopegy 5. Bibliography 6. Bibliolatry 
7. Bibliotherapy 8. Bibliophobia 9. Biblioallergia 


Those of us who were privileged to witness the unveiling of the very first 
"slabbed"” piece of numismatic literature at the recent American Numismatic 
Association meeting in Baltimore, certainly owe a debt of gratitude to Martin 
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Gengerke for making this a fun hobby. As a follow-up, John Ford was 
presented with a large "slabbed" photograph of the event. This picture was 
dutifully packaged in a padded mailer that had been run over by a truck. The 
mailer was then boxed and protected by the appropriate "peanuts". John 
reports that even with all of this, the glass in the frame arrived cracked. I 
understand that Mr. Ford has donated the "slabbed" catalogue to be sold in 
a forthcoming Charles Davis auction, with the proceeds being donated to the 
Numismatic Bibliomania Society. 

It occurs to me that the true bibliomaniac must possess at least three 
copies of each important work that is published. One for reading and 
reference, one to show admiring friends and neighbors (who don’t know 
anything about numismatics), and one that you will shrink-wrap and store in 
a moisture-controlled atmosphere where sunlight is not permitted. This mania 
begins to eat up space and the pocketbook quite nicely. 

If space is a problem, one way to alleviate the situation is to take some 
of your older books and donate them to a local coin show and let the folks 
who sign the people in give them away to the younger kids who attend. The 
comments from a ten or twelve year old when they receive an "ancient" 
Redbook from the 1960s are absolutely wonderful. 

In the last column, I commented on trying to differentiate between the 
various genders of given names. Dr. Francis Wilkinson was kind enough to 
write that Francis is Frank and the feminine appellation is definitely Frances. 
He makes note that some parents have confused the issue by naming their 
offspring incorrectly. So, the question remains, how many female authors have 
there been on the numismatic scene? 

Why do some authors, particularly auction catalogers, refuse to number 
the pages in their emissions? This fact forces the chronicler of these various 
works into the mindless counting of pages. 

The following comment is not intended to "knock" the use of computers 
in the field of numismatic literature. It is just that I hope in the future we will 
not be forced to retire to our library (or bed) with a laptop computer and CD- 
ROM to browse through our references. Possibly there will always be a respect 
for the "feel" of a nicely bound volume and the "aroma" of a wonderfully 
printed document. But, how did I ever do anything without my PC? 

Answers to the quiz: 1. One who loves books. 2. An intense passion 
for collecting and owning books. 3. A dealer in rare books (a bookseller). 
4. The art or practice of bookbinding (and it is pronounced with a soft G5). 
5. The description and history of books including details of authorship, etc. 
6. Excessive worship of books. 7. The treatment of certain nervous and 
mental disorders by the reading of selected books. 8. Fear of books (perish 
-the thought!). 9. An allergic reaction to books. 
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THE R4ND+AGE HASELTINE TYPE TABLE 
Charles Davis 


In reviewing some rather undistinguished auction catalogues recently, we 
noted that in Thomas Birch & Sons 4/15/1879 sale the designation "Randall 
N®" was used when describing early Half Dollars. Seven months later in John 
Haseltine’s 40th Sale, JH has applied the nomenclature "H&R" (Haseltine & 
Randall) to Silver Dollars, Halves, and Quarters. As The American Journal of 
Numismatics reported that the Birch sale was conducted for the "benefit of a 
dealer," we might suppose that Philadelphia dealer J. Colvin Randall, who felt 
the numbering system was his own, was the cataloguer. Haseltine apparently 
felt that joint credit was due, and, as we know, when the numbering system 
was finally published as part of Haseltine’s November 1881 "Type Table" sale, 
the Randall name was dropped entirely. The fact that this nomenclature was 
in use for seventy years until the 1950 Bolender work obsoleted it, generations 
of numismatists became familiar with the Haseltine name and probably never 
heard of Randall. As Randall sold his considerable collection to W. Elliot 
Woodward where it comprised his sales N°77 and 78 (rated "A+" and "A-" by- 
Adams), we may infer some substantial animosity existed between the two 
Philadelphia dealers. If it was, in fact, Randall who recorded the varieties, 
Haseltine certainly cheated his fellow dealer out of a due place in history. 

In discussing our ideas with Brad Karoleff, editor of the John Reich 
Journal, we discovered that he was working on a similar theory. Brad writes: 
"I would like to focus on the Woodward Sale N°77 of 1885 where WEW 
editorializes on numerous occasions about Randall’s researching the Bust 
Coinage - Dollars, Halves and Quarters. He describes Randall as a prominent 
dealer in coins who normally sold wholesale to other dealers. He selected the 
choicest pieces for his own collection and passed the others on to new homes. 
In the preface of this sale, Woodward notes: In a private letter Mr. Randall 
writes me "The idea of a correct work on types and varieties of United States 
silver dollars, halves and quarters originated with me. H. and myself were to 
publish the work together, but without any consultation whatever with me, he 
issued for his own benefit what he styles as the Type Table Catalog." Lot 36 
also includes the following reference to Randall’s work: "This reference, and 
many following are to Mr. Randall’s manuscript work heretofore referred to, 
which it is hoped in the interest of collectors, may someday be published.” 

The location of this manuscript today or of any Haseltine reponse to the 
Woodward remarks would represent a significant find. We note, however, 
that Haseltine did not conduct an auction for two years following Woodward’s 
two Randall sales, this depite the fact that he had conducted twenty-two 
during the previous twenty-four months. John Adams notes that Haseltine left 
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the coin business in 1885 and became a stockbroker. Was Long John keeping 
a numismatic low profile? Readers who may be able to provide details on this 
controversy or on the life of J. Colvin Randall, are invited to correspond with 
Brad at Coins Plus, 2092 Mall Road, Florence KY 41042 


THE PRINTER’S DEVIL 
Joel J. Orosz, NLG 


Numismatic bibliophiles have always admired superlatives, be they the 
best or the worst. A spirited discussion can always be instigated at an N.BS. 
meeting by raising the question of the greatest auction catalogue ever 
produced. An equally animated argument can erupt whenever the most inept 
cataloguing effort is considered. Your columnist, however, proposes to settle 
for all time the question of the worst catalogue of a numismatic literature sale. 
We trust that when all the evidence is presented, there will be no 
disagreement, for the catalogue in question is so superbly hideous, it f=defies 
imagination that anyone could produce a worse effort. 

As a model for this critique, your columnist has turned to Ed. Frossard’s 
Numisma for July 1882, an issue which contains his acerbic review of the 
catalogue produced for the Charles I. Bushnell sales by Samuel Hudson and 
Henry Chapman. Among the peccadilloes for which brother Frossard 
excoriated the Chapmans were improper use of English terms, unintelligible 
constructions, general inaccuracy of statements, and careless proofreading. 
Frossard went on to list, under the heading of "a little dry reading for the 
antiquaries," 65 lots from the Bushnell Sale which he believed to contain one 
or more of the sins listed above. Some of the nastier jabs follow: 241 
counterfeit; 349 "two or three known" - bosh; 2183 "similar but very different" - 
clear as mud. 2205 and 06 "beath" and "uncirbulated" are good. 

Following in Frossard’s footsteps, your columnist hereby presents the most 
incompetent "catalogue" of numismatic literature ever presented. That is if 
you call four sheets of 8x11" paper, first sheet blue, second sheet yellow, and 
last two pink, and not bound in any fashion, a "catalog." The perpetrator of 
the crime against the bibliophile’s art was the Abe Lincoln Company of 
Canton Ohio, and the unfortunate client was the estate of one G. Coster. 

Had only brother Ed. lived to see this one, he would have forgiven the 
Chapmans all. The "typesetting" consists of a photocopied master which was 
done on a manual typewriter using pica characters, complete with errors that 
are typed over, rather than corrected. Brother Ed would have inveighed 
against the cataloguer’s typos, misspellings, grammatical and syntex errors, 
punctuation and capitalization boners, indifferent sequencing, descriptions 
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lacking essential information, nonsensensical descritptions, and unintended 
humor. So here, for your enjoyment, is "a little dry reading for bibliophiles.” 
a list of 39 lot descriptions transcribed verbatim from this exemplar of 
awfulness in bookselling. 


024: "USA Coins Blakbook" 

78A: "Full 1992 Issue N°1-92 PCS History EF" 

85B: "Autograph Catalogue New" 

159: "Comic New" 

170: "Auction Amos Carter Auction USA Currency Stacks" (Remember Amos?) 
183: "American Annual of XMAS Literature & Art 1950 Volume 20" 

184: "Same Volume 19" 185: "Same Volume 25" 186 "Same Volume 22 

187: "Same Volume 24" 188: "Same Volume 21" 189 "Same Volume 26" (get the picture) 
204: "1938 Contemporary American Playrigts Burns Mantle VG 

206: "Morgan and Peace Dollar Textbook Large Book, Brand New" 

209:" New God Be Thanked by John Masters" 

242: "larch 1976 Coin Prices" 

252: "Stars and Strip Newspaper Mediterrean VG" 

320: [Political Button] "Coolide and Dawes" (You remember old Silent Cal Coolide!) 
335: "FDR Rooseevelt" 

340: "JFK Kennedy" 

375: "Sear Robbuck, World’s Fair 1933" 

409: "How to Build a Coin Collection, Fred Reinfold" 

454: "50 Anniversary Sale Rare Coins at Auction Sale Stack’s/0/22/85 

465 " U.S. Mitn Alexander Hamilton Medal Sectary of Treasury" 

481: "NY Times, Wed Jan 29. 1986 The Shuttle Explodes Excellent" (NASA didn’t think so!) 
509: "Webster’s New Collegiayr Dictionary" (Webster did not proof read his tiitle?) 
579: "Harvey Killebrew baseball card" (I knew his twin brother Harmon) 


It can hardly be disputed that this is the worst numismatic literature catalog 
of all time. It may well be, in fact, the worst catalog of any kind of all time. 
Your columnist would like to close by explaining that while he appropriated 
the style that Frossard used to criticize the brothers Chapman’s Bushnell 
collection sale, he certainly had no intention of either comparing the Coster 
estate to the Bushnell estate or comparing the Abe Lincoln Company to the 
brothers Chapman. Simply put: The Coster collection ain’t no Bushnell 
collection, and the Abe Lincoln Company, even on its best days, could not 
hope to come close to the Chapmans on their worst. Finally, it should be 
comforting to all N.B.S. members to know that, should we attempt to 
catalogue our collectons for sale. the worst we could possibly do is to produce 
the second lousiest catalogue of numismatic literature. 
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FROM THE EDITOR 


{ Our comments on the N.L.G. in the last issue elicited several letters. One 
was a protest from Margo Russell, who took exception to our noting that 
there was a disparity in mind set between NBS and NLG and that none of the 
principals of the latter was a member of the former. "I intend to have both 
my head and mind set examined. I will suffer from deep depression as I bury 
my head in my numismatic books until I get the test results. I had the 
delusion of literati that I belonged to both of these interesting organizations. 
However, you will be pleased to know that I advocate, as an NLG board 
member, and one of those ’critical authorities,’ far fewer NLG awards and 
plaques ...". Another letter, this from Tony Carlotto, was more succinct. 
Referring to our reference to the award presented a year ago to the Highfill 
book: "Right On! concerning that chunk of {bleep} that purports to be a 
comprehensive work on silver dollars. I don’t like to degrade such a huge 
work that must have taken weeks to complete, but ..." 


{| Dave Bowers writes: "The article by George Fuld (Asylum Volume XI 
N°) brought back some interesting memories. I also recall contacting the 
A.N.S. and buying at issue price copies of the American Journal of 
Numismatics. They came wrapped in brown paper, often crumbling at the 
edges. When I did this in the late 1950s, they had everything in stock from 
the first issue onward except for those containing Edgar Adams’ work on 
territorial gold and the Miller work on the state coinages of New England. 

"At the time there was very little interest in auction catalogues of the 
Chapman Brothers. In the course of buying collections I would often be given 
large numbers of periodicals and auction catalogues, and would usually leave 
them behind unless something had particular value. For a long time, Mehl’s 
Dunham catalogue was valued at about $5.00 and was worth picking out. 

"Although many auction catalogues are highly prized, and deservedly so, 
my own personal favorites for actual use are numismatic periodicals. Time 
and time again I have recommended to anyone interested that they acquire 
runs of the American Journal of Numismatics, The Numismatic Scrapbook 
Magazine, and others. I have always liked Mehl’s Numismatic Monthly ... it 
seems that in its day, it gave The Numismatist a run for its money and 
certainly was its equal. 

"A publication that has really not received its due is the Numismatic 
Scrapbook. Somehow this gets cited much less frequently than The Numis- 
matist, never mind that it was a prime venue for outstanding research by such 
luminaries as Breen, Julian, Boosel and many others. A note should also be 
given in the direction of Ken Bressett, whose Whitman Numismatic Journal was 
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launched with the best of expectations but which unfortunately did not survive 
the rigors of the marketplace. While I am rambling on the subject of numis- 
matic literature, I should mention that I also find exceedingly valuable a lot 
of publications which are really not numismatic, but which deal with monetary 
conditions, particularily in the last century. Over the years I have obtained a 
wealth of information from various banking journals and other periodicals ..." 


1 We congratulate Arthur and Ira Friedberg on winning the I.A.P.N. Book 

Prize for 1993 with Gold Coins of the World from Ancient Times to the Present. 

We thank Giulio Bernardi for supplying us with a list of the previous winners. 

1982 M. J. PRICE: Coins, 650 B.C. to the Present Day 

1983 DAVID SEAR: Greek Imperial Coins 

1984 E.R. DUNCAN ELIAS: Anglo-Gallic Coins 

1985 D. M. METCALF: Coinage of the Crusades and the Latin East in the 
Ashmolean Museum Oxford 

1986 D. ESSTACHE: Corpus des Monnaies Alawites (Banque du Marc) 

1987 GRIERSON & BLACKBURN: Medieval European Coinage I, The Early Ages 

1988 R.CALCIATI: Corpus Nummorum Siculorum I-IIT 

1989 D.R. COOPER: The Art and Craft of Coin Making 

1990 R.D. VAN ARSDELL: Celtic Coinage of Britain 

1991 JENKINS & HIPOLITO: A Catalogue of the Calouste Gulbenkian 
Collection, Greek Coins, Part II, Lisboa 

1992 D. GILL: The Coinage of Ethiopa, Eritrea and Italian Somaliland 


1 We noticed the following in Part III of Batty’s Catalogue of the Copper 
Coinage of Great Britain, published in the 1870’s, decrying a problem that 
confounded writers then as today. "The author wishes it to be distinctly 
understood that all Subscribers pay the amount stated on the cover. Copies 
which go into the hands of the trade bear the usual discount, but are only 
supplied on the condition that their Clients are charged the same as if they 
received their copies direct. This intimation has become necessary from the 
circumstance of a Firm (who are Subscribers) having advertised in their list a 
large portion of this work at about one-fourth Subscriber’s price; the author, 
who has experienced considerable annoyance, and some loss in consequence, 
is compelled, in self-defence, to disabuse the idea that copies are being placed 
on the market at less than subscribers’ prices." 


1 Does anyone know what Abe Kosoff is referring to in Volume I N%3 
(July, 1948) of his Numismatic Gallery Monthly - "The A.N.A. is reprinting the 
first six volumes of The Numismatist. It will be made available for $8.00. The 
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original usually sells for $250.00. Order your copy from your dealer." As we 
all know, these volumes were reprinted in 1963 by Olympic Press, but we are 
unaware of a version 15 years earlier. 


1 What a deal the A.N.A. Money Market Store has for any member. For 
only $75.00, they will bind a single year of The Numismatist in two volumes in 
a handsome leather-look (i.e. not leather) if you choose to provide them with 
the required 12 issues. If they supply them, the cost is $100.00. Can you 
imagine spending $1,000 to bind the last ten years of that magazine? 


|| George Kolbe furnished this photograph, which was taken at the 1942 
A.N.A. Convention in Cincinnati. While bibliophiles will have no trouble 
identifying Abe Kosoff and B. Max Mehl, the other likenesses might be less 
familiar. (r to I) Maryland dealer John Zug, Civil War Token specialist Joe 
Barnet, Mehl, Molly Kosoff, Kosoff, Miriam Friedman, Ethel Mehl, Michael 
Higgy. Friedman’s husband Adolph was instrumental in Kosoff’s purchase of 
the Higgy collection, which was Kosoff’s first major sale. 
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Dues Notice 


The present number of The Asylum completes Volume XI, and fulfills 
each member’s subscription. Dues for 1994 in the amount of $15.00 


($20.00 for overseas delivery) should be sent to Frank Van Zandt, 
Treasurer, 6032 Van Zandt Road, Livonia NY 14487. Members should 
realize that they can save the Society considerable expense by paying 
from this notice rather than from one separately mailed. 


FROM THE PRESIDENT 


It was great to see so many of you at this year’s N.B.S. annual meeting 
in Baltimore. We also had an excellent turnout for the Numismatic Literature 
Symposium, even if the general topic of computers and CDs seemed out of 
step with our general collecting interests. I wish to thank Michael Hodder and 
Larry Mitchel for their help. 

At this year’s board meeting, new ideas were brought up that I hope 
will entice some of you to become more involved with the Society. First it was 
decided that The Asylum should carry more reviews of current publications. 
Who better to review numismatic books, articles and auction catalogues than 
the people who hold them so dear to their own collecting interests. We will 
be looking into the possibility of offering awards for the best publications, as 
does NLG, but with the intent of rewarding the work’s impact on the collector 
of coins and literature, not just for writing style and popularity of the 
publication. 

The board also voted to have a contest to develop a logo that can be 
used in the future to represent our society. Please submit to me (P. Scott 
Rubin, P.O. Box 6885, Lawrenceville, NJ 08648), by the Ides of March (March 
15), any suggestion you may have for a logo. All entries will be presented to 
a committee who will select the winner, who will receive a surprise gift from 
my library. . 

In closing I would like to remind all members that to make this society 
work, we would like more members to write an article or a letter to the editor. 
Let yourself be heard. 

Happy Holidays, and may the next year bring each of you a welcome 
addition to your library. 
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FUNCTION ASSOCIATES 


NUMISMATIC 
LITERATURE 
MAIL BID SALES 


Whether your collecting interests require information on 
Ancients, United States Silver Dollars, Tokens, Medals, Paper 
Money, Fixed Price Lists, Antiquarian Books, or Numismatic 
Literature, in general, you will find a wide range of choices in the 
four Mail Bid Sales that Function Associates has planned for the 
upcoming months in 1994. 

Each of our large-format catalogs contains over 1000 lots 
of fine books, auction sales, monographs, and other material 
relating to numismatics. These offerings are presented in a 
manner that allows you to find items of interest with ease and, if 
you are striving to complete a "run" of auction catalogs, you will 
find our format of individualized lots to be a big plus. 

Members of the Numismatic Bibliomania Society are 
eligible to receive a complimentary catalog of our next sale and 
we will be glad to add your name to our list of valued customers. 


Send your name and address to: 


FRED L. LAKE - FUNCTION ASSOCIATES 
6822 22nd Avenue North - Suite 218 
St. Petersburg, FL 33710 
(813) 343-8055 Fax: (813) 381-6822 


Member: NBS, NLG, ANA, ANS, EAC, FUN 
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LIMITED EDITION 


The Complete Guide to Mercury Dimes 
by David W. Lange 


A deluxe edition of this new book has been prepared and will not 
be advertised outside the pages of The Asylum. Twenty-five 
numbered, signed and dated copies have been bound in half 
leather by Alan Grace and are herein offered to my friends in the 
NBS. Also available is the standard cloth edition, of which 350 
were printed, as well as an economical softcover edition. 


Still available is my earlier book The Complete Guide to Buffalo 
Nickels. The deluxe edition of this work was oversubscribed 
before I had a chance to announce it in The Asylum, but a limited 
number of cloth copies remain, in addition to the more abundant 
softcover edition. 


These books are available from the author at the following prices: 


The Complete Guide to Mercury Dimes 


Softcover $29.95 
Cloth 49.95 
Half leather 165.00 


The Complete Guide to Buffalo Nickels 


Softcover 24.95 
Cloth 44.95 


The deluxe edition will be shipped postpaid; please add $3.50 
shipping for all other book orders. California residents please 
add 8.25% sales tax. 


David W. Lange 
P.O. Box 190476 
San Francisco, CA 94119 
415-872-0295 
(evenings & weekends) 
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se, The Money Tree 

fe 1260 Smith Court 
Rocky River, OH 44116 
Office: (216) 333-3444 


Fax: (216) 333-4463 


Instead of 
"Buy the book, before you buy the coin" 


Change it to 
"Contact The Money Tree before 
You buy the book before you buy the coin." 


The Money Tree 


Dealers in Important and Rare 
Numismatic Literature 
We Buy, Sell, and Auction Worthwhile 
Collections and Libraries 


Myron Xenos and Ken Lowe 
Members: ANA, NLG, NBS, ANS, EAC 
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upport for the hobby from 


FREE COIN 


WS provides free weekly 
because we know how 
are to the hobby. Ours is the 

t thorough listing of shows 


anywhere! 


Enthusiastic collectors, dealers, clubs and show 
promoters avoid show conflicts and plan their travel 
with this user-friendly directory. 

Here’s what one reader had to say: “Thank you 
for supporting the collector by continuing to publish the 
coin show schedule at no cost to coin clubs. To charge a fee for this 
service could be cost prohibitive to small clubs which sponsor coin 
shows and would deprive collectors from the information.” 

— Michael M. Greenspan, Newark, NJ. - 

That’s not all! Twice a year our free Show & Auction Guide delivers valuable 
long-range planning information, up to a year in 
advance, in a handy pullout format. 

NUMISMATIC NEWS is ready and willing 
to spread the word about your show. We 
sincerely encourage free show listings as 
one more way to help the hobby. 
Thousands of active hobbyists benefit 
from the service. Plus, subscribers also 
receive a free yearly club guide. Joining 
a club is an excellent way to learn more 
about your collecting specialty. 

Be sure you don’t miss a single issue. 


1/2-year (26 issues) of 
NUMISMATIC NEWS for only $9.95. 
Call toll-free 1-800-258-0929 today! 
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The Asylum 


BOOKS 


current, out-of-print, antiquarian, fine editions 


CATALOGS 


auction catalogs, price lists 


PERIODICALS 


journals, dealer publications 


are regularly offered in our catalogs. 


We try to be the major North American source for books related to 
British numismatics. We have also begun publishing specialized 
references. Our update and reprint of Dalton and Hamer’s reference on 
18th Century British trade tokens was nominated for the 1991 I.A.P.N. 
Book of the Year award. 


We specialize in British coins and tokens and ancient Greek and Roman 
coins. We also handle books related to ancient coins andclassical 
European numismatics. 


We are interested in purchasing books, catalogs and periodicals related 
to these series. 


Our coin catalogs discuss the background and history of the coins we 
sell. Catalogs are available for $15 per year or $2 for a sample copy. 


“Davis sons 
Ltd. 
Allan and Marnie Davisson 


Cold Spring, MN 56320 
(612) 685-3835 


FINE 
NUMISMATIC 
BOOKS 
ANY LANGUAGE 
ANY PERIOD 


ALWAYS WANTED 


SPINK & SON LTD. 5, 6 & 7 KING STREET, ST JAMES’S, LONDON SW1Y 6QS. 
TEL: 071-930 7888. FAX: 071-839 4853. TELEX: 916711. 
English Paintings and Watercolours - Silver, Jewellery and Paperweights 
Oriental, Asian and Islamic Art - Textiles - Medals - Coins - Bullion - Banknotes 


ADDITIONS TO STOCK 


FRANCIS GARDINER DAVENPORT: European Treaties Bearing on the 
History of the United States and its Dependencies, Volume II (1650- 
1697), 386 pages; Volume III, (1698-1715) 269 pages; Volume IV 
(1716-1815) 222 pages, 1967 reprint, russet cloth, the three 
volumes, new : 85.00 
Originally published by the Carnegie Institution of Washington 1917-1937, their 
existence and importance was not generally known to numismatists until John 
Ford’s address to the N.B.S. General Meeting, A.N.A. 1992. In this talk, which 
was reprinted in its entirety in the Fall 1992 issue of The Asylum, Ford cites 
these works as necessary supplements to Betts for anyone interested in 
collecting American colonial history illustrated by contemporary medals. 


PHILIP L. MOSSMAN: Money of the American Colonies and 
Confederation. A Numismatic, Economic & Historical Correlation, 
1993, 314 pages, quarto, red cloth, dust jacket, new 90.00 
Perhaps the most impressive work on American numismatics ever published by 
the American Numismatic Society, the author’s theme is that money, in 
whatever form - commodities, wampum, coin, or paper, must be considered in 
light of the prevailing economic, political and historical factors then prevalent. 


COLIN BRUCE, CHESTER KRAUSE, CLIFFORD MISHLER: Standard 
Catalogue of World Coins, 18th Century (1700-1800) 1993, 1000 
pages, quarto, card covers, new 40.00 
A necessary supplement to Krause’s annual "Telephone Book" which has 
gradually pushed the starting dates for inclusion well into the 19th century. 


Please add postage of $3.00 for the first item and $1.00 per additional item. 


Charles Davis 
P.O. Box 547 
Wenham, Mass 01984 


Tel: 508-468-2933 Fax: 508-468-7893 


